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To view a summary of the NP prescribing law in any state or the District of Columbia (DC), click on the area of interest on the map.

Under federal rules, pharmacists have the dual task of following both the dispensing law of the state where they practice and the prescriptive law of the state where prescribers practice. Most pharmacists are familiar with prescriber law in their own states, but may want guidance when it comes to interstate transactions, especially in regard to state variations in nurse practitioner (NP) prescriptive authority. This Medscape resource is designed to do just that.

This information has been verified through online review of state statutes and regulations and/or by direct communication from state boards of nursing. It will be updated quarterly or more often if the need arises. Please send updates to Westley Byrne
Each link provides information regarding the NP's general authority to prescribe as well as particular authority to prescribe controlled substances. Also shown are any specified elements of a written prescription beyond the standard requirements. Since a few broad principles apply to virtually all states and DC, they are listed as follows rather than at each link:

· The cosignature of a collaborating physician is not required in any state on any prescription that an NP is authorized to write. 

· Any prescription written for a controlled substance will include the NP prescriber's federal US Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) number, denoting the NP's independent or plenary authority to prescribe in accordance with state scope of practice. (See Michigan for sole exception.) 

· It is assumed that all prescriptions will include the standard information expected from all authorized prescribers, such as the prescriber's name, title, license/specialty, ID/Rx number as applicable, practice address, and phone number; the patient's name; the date of the prescription; and the name of the drug, strength, dosage, route, specific directions, quantity, number of refills, and instructions regarding generic substitution.

Other useful resources may include a listing of each state's Board of Nursing, found at the National Council of State Boards of Nursing and the National Association of Boards of Pharmacy.

For more information on this subject, explore the following web address:

http://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/440315_print
