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The demand for Higher Education in the Light of the Kingdom’s Vision 2030

Dr. Mohammed Ibn Abdullah Al-Zamil .
Associate Professor of Education Pedagogy
College of Education
King Saud University Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, PO Box (2458): code: (11451)
e-mail: mazamiliwksu.edu.sa

Abstract:

The objective of this study is the demand for Higher Education in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, and the
ability of its institutions to respond to the demand, as well as specifying the Kingdom’s Vision 2030
towards the Higher Education. The study also aims at identifying the degree of conformity of the
Educational Programs offered by the Higher Education Institutions with the Kingdom's Vision 2030.

The study applied the Analytical Descriptive Approach, after the Kingdom’s Vision was analyzed, and
identifying its objectives towards the Higher Education, as well as the analysis of the demand of Higher
Education with its Educational programs, therefore, the study has come out with the followings findings:
The rate of joining Higher Educational Institutions indicates that the majority of secondary schools
graduates were admitted for the bachelor degree programs constitute (81.1%), the percentage rate was
lowered down for bachelor degree programs during the year 1437-1438H. with the percentage of
(14.74%).

The admission rate for Theoretical Programs (humanities, Educational and Social) still keeps the higher
percentage of the total admitted and registered students, the percentage of the unemploved job-seekers of
the bachelor degree holders, has overcome the scientific degrees holders. The data indicated that half of
the unemployed Saudis are university graduates.

The study also refers to the fact that some Higher Educational Institutions lack the conform ity needed
with the Labor Market. The study ensured the necessity of revising the policies of admitting students in
the Diploma Programs after the secondary stage, and in programs that are in conformity with the
Kingdom’s Vision.

The study recommended recruiting the secondary schools female graduates in the Higher Education
institutions as a response to the annual increase of the female graduates in comparison with the male
graduates, an opportunity has to be given for the Applied and Practical programs, which qualify students
in the field of Industry and Support Services such as Industrial Apparatus, Communications and
Information technology. which would create job opportunities for the National Economy.

Key-Words: higher education, demand for education, Kingdom’s Vision 2030, economic development.
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