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"The Jewish People played an important part in the history of
Palestine for many centuries before the birth of Christ... Under the kings
David and Solomon, the Jews reached a peak of power in the 10" century
before Christ".
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"In the seventh century, Palestine was conquered by the Arab
followers of the Prophet Muhammad. They Brought a new religion-
Islam- and a new language- Arabic... The Arab conquest led to the
creation of the Arab Palestinian people. During the Middle Ages,
Palestine had an Arabic-Speaking Muslim Majority".
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"The Jewish version of this period is told in the Bible. It describes
how God chose the Jews as his special people and gave them the land of
Israel.”
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"Since Roman times, the Jewish people have been scattered all over
the world. During the middle Ages, the greatest concentration of Jewish
people was in western Europe. The European Jews were repeatedly
attacked by local Christians. Jews were expelled from England in 1290,
from France in 1394, and from Spain in 1492."
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This 17" — century Painting shows the destruction by the Romans of
the Jewish temple in AD 70.
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This 19" — century engraving shows a medieval massacre of Jews in
Strasbourg.
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"After Hitler came to power in 1938, Jews in Germany were
discriminated against in many ways. They were deprived of German
citizenship and not allowed to marry non-Jews. During one night in
November 1938, synagogues were destroyed all over the country... the
Jews of many villages were rounded up and shot. ... leading Nazis met
together and decided to kill the Jewish population of Germany and
German — occupied territory. Jews were taken to extermination camps to
be murdered. By the end of the war in 1945, about six million Jews had
been murdered and the large Jewish communities of central and eastern
Europe had been destroyed."
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