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Abstract. Qaryat Dhu Kahl, as its name appears in southern texts, or Qaryat al-Hamraa or Dhat al-Jenan, as it
by its inhabitants during its high times of prosperity, or Qaryat al-Fau as it is now called by the people of
the most important archaeological sites in Wadi al-Dowasir. Located some 700 km southwest of Riyadh on
region of Najran, Qaryat had been a linking station between Najran, urban settlements of al-Yamamah, the
the Northern part of the Arabian Peninsula. It spreads paralleling the Tweig mountainous range for about 3 km
I km in width. Accordingly, we may imagine the size of the town during its golden age which spanned some
century BC through the 4th century AD. Throughout this long period, Qaryat withheld its ground in the fac
attacks and later the campaign of Imri’u al-Qais who passed the tribe of Mudh-hij, the rulers of Qaryat in :
he was in his way to Najran. After that, Qaryat was left to oblivion, and one finds no mention of it during
except for passing remarks included in the Sifat Jazerat al-Arab (characteristics of the Arabian Peninsula)
The geographical location of Qaryat in the middle between the South and the North, or yet between the
had imposed on it certain roles to play in public life. Of these roles the most important was the religious ca
and idols, which were widespread, testify to this fact. The town’s very name was associated with a certain’
which was most powerful and influential throughout the area and imposed itself even on caravans: we find |
Kindian, Himyarite (or what is wrongly called Thamudic) inscriptions, and even in those of the tribal peop
also seems to have enjoyed religious tolerance: we find one temple of *Abtt, another of *Athter wod, a third
Kahl, and al-Lat. in addition to worshipped Lihynite, Aramian, and Nabatean idols. This religious mixture
Southern worshipped gods leads us to believe that Qaryat was the seat of various religious worships, and
and peoples are drawn to it from all parts of the Arabian Peninsula,
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