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Some Problems With A Sample Of Female Talented Students At King Saud Univer sity
Norah | brahim Al-Sulaiman
Associate Professor, Department of Special Education

College Of Education, King Saud University

Abstract. This study aimsto identify some of the problems among sample of talented students (high academic
achievers) in the Riyadh campus of King Saud University. The study investigates whether there are statistical
significant differences between the responses of students with high academic achievement on the dimension scale
of six problems (health, emotion, education, social, family and leisure.) One of the objectives is to determine
whether there are significant differences between the existing problems within the study according to the marital
status of the student with a high academic achievement. Another goal of this study is to identify the relationship
between the study problems and the level of academic achievement of the students, the number of siblings, and the
birth order in the family. The sample consisted of 158 female undergraduate sudents who are high academic
achievers, and have more than 3.75 Cumulative GPA. Thirty two of them are married and one hundred twenty six
areunmarried, with an average age of 21.4 years old. The results showed the following:

1. There are Satisticaly significant differences between the average scores of high-achieving students on the
problems studied (educational, emotional, recreational, health, social and family life)) Educational problems
coming in first, followed by emotional problems and then leisure (entertainment), and family problems
ranked last among female tal ented students at King Saud University.

2. There are statistically significant differences between the means of talented student's scores on educational
problems regarding the social status (married\lunmarried) to the benefit of high-achieving students who are
married.

3. A postive correlation exists between the leisure problems (recreation) scores of high-achieving students’ and
their level of academic excellence.

4. Thereisa negative correlation between the education problem scores of talented students and the number of
female sstersin the family.

5. Thereis a positive correlation between the problem scores of talented students and their birth order in the
family.

The researcher recommended offering attention to educational experiences for talented students at
university level since educational problems ranked first compared to the rest of the problems in the sudy. The
researcher recommends setting up counseling services at the university for helping establish direction and
guidance for high-achieving students, and to find out their needs, including health, psychological, cognitive, social
development and therapy sessions for students who suffer from certain problems and the prevention of these
problems for those who do not exhibit them. The researcher al so recommends establishing centers and recreational
clubs at the University for high-achieving students, and urges them to participate in leisurely matters, recreation,
hobbies and exercise and to meet acquaintances who are intellectually compatible. The researcher also urges
researchers and practitioners to perform more studies on outstanding students’ problems at King Saud University
and to identify the services offered to them.
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