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Learning disability (LD) eligibility

determination has been controversial

since its inception despite

the fact that it is the only

disability category for which eligibility

criteria are provided in the Individuals

with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).

The IDEA states that an Individualized
Education Program (IEP) team may

determine that a child has a specific

learning disability if the team finds

that the child has a severe discrepancy

between achievement and intellectual

ability in one or more of the following

areas: oral expression, listening comprehension,
written expression, basic

reading skills, reading comprehension,
mathematics calculation, or mathematics
reasoning [8300.541(a)]. The requirements

in P.L. 94-142 are complex. One

reason for much of the controversy

over LD determination may be that the
eligibility criteria were not well operationalized,
leaving each state to decide

on its own how it would determine

the discrepancy between ability and
achievement. Questions about the eligibility
process, as well as observed

limitations in how students are served,

have led researchers, professional organizations,
advocacy groups, and

other stakeholders in the field of special
education to come together to

attempt to find a better method of
assessment—a method that will lead to
appropriate identification as well as instructional
improvements for students

with LD.



