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Abstract

The Bahri Mamluk State's Policy Towards Alcohol(Khamr) Prohibition (648-
784,AH/1250-1382,AD)

Muslim Communities that include several non-Muslim(Dhimmis) minorities have
suffered from the problem of Alcohol(Khamr) drinking. Consuming Alcohol is not
allowed according to the Muslim shariah law but permissible to non Muslims. Muslim
Jurisprudents have allowed non- Muslims to consume Alcohol but at the same time they
introduced certain rules to prohibit the distribution and consumption of Alcohol among
Muslims

With the passing of time the stance of the state towards Alcohol softened and so it
became a social and moral problem that affected negatively the Mamluk state and its
social fabric, including the Sultans themselves.

The study examines the Mamluk State position towards Alcohol drinking and the
reason behind the easing of the rules of the Prohibition which could be attributed to the
financial benefits gained by the Mamluk state.

This study also deals with the position of the religious activists and Ulamas
towards Alcohol drinking by some section of the Muslim community.

Last but not Least the study presents some of the varieties of Alcohol drinks and
wines and places of their Production in Egypt and the financial benefits of Alcohol trade
to the Mamluk State.
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