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LEGAL FRAMEWORK OF THE CONCEPT OF SEAWORTHINESS:
A COMPARATIVE STUDY

Essam bin Saad Alghamdi
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Abstract. The research deals with the concept of the ship seaworthiness in Saudi law and the legal significance regarding maritime
trade. It may come to mind that the concept of ship seaworthiness is limited only to the ability of the ship to sail, but the research
finds the depth of this concept. The research has been divided into four sections. The first section deals with the history of the
concept and its development in international conventions. The second section explores the concept of ship seaworthiness regarding
its structure, facilities, tools, crew, and documents that must be consistent with the requirements of relevant international laws,
regulations and conventions. The third section deals with the maritime classification of ships and is known as the International
Association of Classification Societies, “IACS”, the origin of its founding, its members and its role in maritime classification of
ships. The fourth section deals with the study of the international conventions that the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has joined and
which formulate requirements that must be complied with in order to verify the ship seaworthiness and its legal effects.
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(15) Hong Kong Fir Shipping Co. Ltd. v. Kawasaki Kisen Kaish
Ltd. [1962]2 Q. B. 26.

(16) Burnard & Alger Ltd. v. Player & Co. (1928) 31 LI. L.
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(17)  The Makedonia [1962] 1 Lloyd’s Rep. 316.
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Convention on the International Regulations for
Preventing Collisions at Sea, 1972 (COLREGS)
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International Convention on Civil Liability for Oil
Pollution Damage (CLC), 1969
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International Convention for the Control and
Management of Ships’ Ballast Water and Sediments
(BWM), 2004
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International Convention on QOil Pollution
Preparedness, Response and Co-operation (OPRC),
1990
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International Convention on the Control of Harmful
Anti-fouling Systems on Ships, 2001
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Special Trade Passenger Ships Agreement, 1971;
Protocol on Space Requirements for Special Trade
Passenger Ships, 1973
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International Convention for the Control and
Management of Ships' Ballast Water and Sediments
(BWM) 2004.

International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea
(SOLAS), 1974.

International Convention on Civil Liability for Oil
Pollution Damage (CLC) 1969.

International Convention on Load Lines 1966.
International ~ Convention on  Oil  Pollution
Preparedness, Response and Co-operation (OPRC)
1990.

International Convention on the Control of Harmful
Anti-fouling Systems on Ships 2001.

International Maritime Dangerous Goods International
Bulk Chemical Code.

Safety Management System.

Special Trade Passenger Ships Agreement, 1971;
Protocol on Space Requirements for Special Trade
Passenger Ships, 1973.

The Global Maritime Distress and Safety System.

The International Code for the Safe Carriage of
Packaged Irradiated Nuclear Fuel, Plutonium and
High-Level Radioactive Wastes on Board Ships.

The International Code of Safety for High-Speed
Craft.

The International Convention for the Prevention of
Pollution from Ships (MARPOL).

The International Gas Carrier Code.

The International Life-Saving Appliance (LSA) Code.
The International Safety Management (ISM) Code.
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