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Abstract. The research deals with the concept of the ship seaworthiness in Saudi law and the legal significance regarding maritime 
trade. It may come to mind that the concept of ship seaworthiness is limited only to the ability of the ship to sail, but the research 
finds the depth of this concept. The research has been divided into four sections. The first section deals with the history of the 
concept and its development in international conventions. The second section explores the concept of ship seaworthiness regarding 
its structure, facilities, tools, crew, and documents that must be consistent with the requirements of relevant international laws, 
regulations and conventions. The third section deals with the maritime classification of ships and is known as the International 
Association of Classification Societies, “IACS”, the origin of its founding, its members and its role in maritime classification of 
ships. The fourth section deals with the study of the international conventions that the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has joined and 
which formulate requirements that must be complied with in order to verify the ship seaworthiness and its legal effects. 
Keywords: Seaworthiness, Ship, Navigation, Marine, Classification, Crew, Documents, Structure, Convention. 
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