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Abstract

Authenticity is one of the most important and controversial
terms in second language teaching and learning. While au-
thenticity in teaching Arabic as a second language is still lim-
ited to the use of authentic texts only and to the assumption
that by exposing the learner to these texts — instead of con-
trived ones — a high level of proficiency in L2 will be achieved,
the present paper perceives authenticity as a relative process
which - in general- goes beyond the authenticity of texts to
the authenticity of learner, task, classroom, and context. This
paper will first define the notion of authenticity in second
language settings from old and current perspectives. Then it
will highlight the importance of shifting the focus from text
authenticity to the authenticity of the learning environment
in order to improve second language acquisition and optimize
the benefits of using the authentic texts.

Key words: Authenticity in second language teaching, au-
thentic texts, teaching Arabic for specific purposes, teaching
Arabic as a second language.
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