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Abstract. This paper discusses the method of teaching computer-engineering programs in Saudi universities and
compares them against several global and regional universities. It answers an important question regarding the
academic department and college at which the computer engineering major is taught at in Saudi universities and
whether the case it different at other universities? 107 universities around the world were studied based on the
information provided at their official websites, and by referring to the Guide to Academic Disciplines in Higher
Education Institutions in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Based on the study, the majority of Saudi universities
teach computer engineering in a stand-alone department at a college specializing in computers and information
technology. On the other hand, the majority of U.S., British, Canadian, and Australian universities, especially U.S.
and Canadian universities, computer engineering is taught within an academic department concerned with
electrical and computer engineering. The study also shows that this department is always under the college of
engineering in all the universities surveyed in these four countries. At the Middle East, computer engineering is
mostly taught as a stand-alone department, however, under the college of engineering and not a college
specializing in computers and information technology. We have also conducted a comparison between the course
requirements for each of the programs of computer engineering and electrical engineering at Saudi universities. It
turns out that there is a significant similarity between the two programs with a similarity percentage that reaches
80% of the required number of credit units.
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