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Abstract: This paper addresses the state of religion in Najran till the dawn of Islam. Before the advent of Judaism
and Christianity, religion in Najran was pagan in nature similar to what dominated the southern-west of the Arabian
Peninsula. The different worshipped deities indicate that Najran was a crossing junction of caravan routes, and as
such the town was home to various races. Owing to its commercial role, Najran was also first in embracing divine
religions. In the sixth century, Christian Arab traders who frequented Najran won its population to Christianity.

Paganism, however, was still present until the arrival of Islam after Prophet Mohammad (PBUH) emigrated to Al-

Madinah Al-Munawarah.
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BSOAS: Bulletins of School of Oriental and African
Studies.

CHI: Corpus Inscriptionum Semiticarum Par Quarta;
Inscriptines Himyariticus et Sabeas, Paris, Academia
Inscriptionum et Litterarum Humaniorum Tomus 1, 2, 3,
1889-1908, 1911, 1029.
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GJ: Geographical Journal.
PSAS: Proceedings of the Seminar for Arabian Studies.

RES: Repertoire Semitque, Paris, Publie Par la
Commission du Corpus Inscriptionum Semiticarum, tome

V-V111, 1929, 1935, 1950, 1968.
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