WRITING Tk AT
S / //

: &

aterials are stacked all around, on desks, tables, and floor, and they
e diligently read their way through most of them, taking copious
s bulge with information and threaten to explode”

~Irene L. Clark, Writing the Successful Thesis and Dissertation



evise a lit review

yurces are available for help in writing



] "eratu re Review ...

is of existing research in your field; it
e strengths and weaknesses of existing

understanding of your field

tunity to think about what has been done in your
pportunity to think about the similarities, patterns,
and also differences across the existing research

By identifying strengths and weakness, you will be able to
think about what has not/needs to be done in your field

= The gagl in the literature is your justification for your
researc



PN ITEYALU e review . ..

what has been published on a topic by

d researchers” (Dena Taylor, Director, Health
d Margaret Procter, Coordinator, Writing

’ .

1sses published information in a particular subject area,
etimes information in a particular subject area within a
e period” (University of North Carolina website).

dy of text that aims to review the critical points of current
owledge on a particular topic” (Wikipedia 3-19-07).



1t to a topic. . . . Its purpose is to
riter has insightfully and

order to convince an intended audience that the

‘worth addressing”

from Writing the Successful Thesis and Dissertation:
Entering the Discussion

By Irene L. Clark



A ]]?e Teweview is NOT .

ed bibliography
1¢gly unrelated sources

ontaining author’s bio, lists

VOTKS, summat O SOUTCES

ground information or explanations of
pts

ocument for the importance of your
esearch (although the LR can and often does
~ support your position)




JTEWTITIiNg Stages

roblem or primary research question —
is being examined and what are its

e literature —fin erials relevant to the
being explored and determine which literature
significant contribution to the understanding

 and interpret —note the findings and
conclusions of pertinent literature, how each
contributes to your field .




»‘hy Write?

To tell others

earned from reading & thinking

7hat others have learned
ation proposal & dissertation

eep a reading journa |
for each article or book, do:

| record all bibliographic info

copy interesting or important passages

comment on them:

* why are they interesting or important?

* what do they remind you of?

* take their ideas further




hy Write?

ve learned by discovering it yourself
research
you trying to solve?

interesting ideas are there?
what have others do
what have others not don
iterature review!
t have you done (so far)?
at is your next step?
ow does it relate to your goal?
hy is it important?
f)  How will you know when ...

o you've made progress?

o you're done?




ding critically

ch aims of the paper/book?
ved? If so, how did they do it?

there any problems with their methodology?

it a strong or a weak research model?

will this research help with your own research?
t can you take from it?

= What needs to be avoided?

= What are you doing differently?



all ethods, elationships between elements (e.g., subject, theme,
author, etc.) must be shown.



ting the LR

keeping” strategies and tips

ment and cite source you took the

mark “hard copy."

) . st-it notes to mark pages with
nt information.

ack of page numbers or online locations of paraphrases
tations.

y connections between sources in separate notebook,
nic file or post-its on pertinent pages.

= [f information comes from a class lecture, interview, or
conference, note details immediately.



Haeln ) ng the Writing

by

ing the primary problem addressed by the lit

part of a larger work like a thesis or dissertation,
ddresses.

ain ccC the literature

ing the time frame you eview
rationale for your choice of source material

Il or some of the points above.

must have its own thesis .




1y of the LR

s if dividing the LR topically, thematically,
entative perspective, or according to time

ips between sources. +

source’s significa ibutions.
evelop ideas or use sources that are irrelevant to your
erall.

es to prior studies should be in past tense; references to
or text other than studies should be in present tense.

= Example: Ahmed’s study of e-learning included both on contents and
assessment subiects. He that ... . He also that further
studies should look ....... , a variable his study did not consider.






to Write

Make an'ot

your notes in reading journal
search outline

- topic-3

idea-1
* sub-idea-1.1
* sub-idea-1.2, etc.

- idea-2, etc.

= use these as section headings



o Write

ecessarily) recommended for beginners!



HOwW to Write

1dience (readers) in mind:



to Write

imagine what questions others might have
ot feedback from others



How to Format

iom it’s for:

‘will have their own rules



How to Format

for formatting:

= number all pages



HOW to Format

Endnotes (footnotes are better!)
5. References (in alphabetical order!)



itations

o for reader to find document



itations
article:

nname (year), “Title”, Journal vol:

ort, William J. (1986), “Logical Foundations
elief Representation”, Cognitive Science 10:

2.



faﬁons

lvenname (year), Title

in, Morton L.; Rapaport, William J.; &
t, Randall D. (1985), Logic: A Computer
ach (New York: McGraw-Hill).



G uding the LR

ideas, conflicts, themes, or
ronological) periods.

topic within the summary.

out gap(s) in scholérship and, show how
search helps fill the gap(s).

ion to your next chapter.


Chapter 2.LR.doc

PR Questions to Ask
Yourself

esented the author’s views?

current and relevant to thesis topic?

or studies represented?

own relationships betwe ources?

lear connection between thesis topic and the LR?

es documented accurately?

used effective transitions from idea to idea, source to source,
paragraph to paragraph?

~ Is my analysis of sources well developed?

= Have | represented all conflicts or argumentative sides fairly?



ANy eEstions???



