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The intellect: Its status and Role in Primary Islamic Beliefs

Dr Najat Al-Deeb
Assistant Professor
Islamic Education Department
College of Education, King Saud University
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

This research paper aims to address one of the most important contemporary Islamic issues, namely:
accusations of the Sunnah-followers’ approach with narrow-mindedness, superficiality, rigidity, and inability
to cope with present-day realities and requirements. Such accusations are invalid and unjustified. Therefore
this paper aims refute those charges and justify the path of true Islam culminated in the Sunnah-followers’
Approach. Such approach has a balanced look at the intellect and identifies the exact purposes for which it
was created, without granting the intellect a more sublime position than that of Islamic Shariah. Unlike other
past and present sects such as controversialists and philosophers who have looked upon the intellect as a holy
entity and made it a source of receiving divine legislative revelations. Thus they approve of what agrees with
the mind and reject or twist what does not. Similarly, Sophists and psychics have eliminated the mind and
have accepted irrational issues. The present study has concluded that Islam places great emphasis on the
intellect by making it a condition for holding a person accountable for carrying out the primary rituals of
Islam. Our intellect is guided by the Islamic Sharia and the Islamic Sahria is understood and clarified by

intellectual reasoning. Depending solely on the intellect in faith issues may lead to deviation and misguidance.
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