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Abstract

Writing has never been merely a means of recording words and ideas
throughout the history of languages; rather, it has often reflected the
transformations experienced by individuals and societies. This is particularly
evident in the case of the Turkish language, which has moved through
different writing systems over the course of its history, with each transition
shaped by its own context and carrying implications that extend beyond the
form of letters and the way they are written. From this perspective, modern
Turkish orthography should not be viewed simply as a set of rules
determining how words are written. Instead, it can be understood as the
outcome of a long process of linguistic and cultural development that

eventually led to the contemporary writing system, particularly following the
adoption of the Latin alphabet in 1928.
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In general, the modern Turkish orthographic system appears to have a
relatively close relationship with pronunciation and a considerable degree of
regularity compared with many other writing systems. This clarity makes it
easier for learners to establish a connection between what they hear and what
they write. However, such regularity does not mean that Turkish orthography
is free from issues that require careful consideration and study. There are
various aspects related to the spelling of compound words, suffixes, vowel
harmony, punctuation, abbreviations, as well as certain issues that have
emerged with the use of writing in the modern digital environment. These
issues become particularly significant when Turkish is taught to non-native
speakers, especially Arabic-speaking learners, who encounter a writing and
sound system that differs in important respects from that of their native
language.

From this perspective, this study seeks to approach modern Turkish
orthography in a way that brings together rules and their underlying
explanations, as well as theoretical aspects and practical application, without
treating orthography merely as a collection of separate principles to be
memorized. The study aims to examine the foundations upon which the
Turkish orthographic system is built and to relate them to relevant
phonological and morphological aspects, before moving on to the rules and
applications required by researchers and learners in the use of contemporary
Turkish. Ultimately, the aim is to provide a coherent understanding of
Turkish orthography that facilitates both its comprehension and application,
while also revealing an important aspect of the nature of the Turkish
language and the development of its modern writing system.

Keywords: Modern Turkish Orthography, Turkish Writing System,
Linguistic and Cultural Development, Latin Alphabet, Writing Reform,
Orthographic Rules, Vowel Harmony, Morphological Structure, Teaching
Turkish to Non-Native Speakers, Arab Learners, Digital Writing.
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