Principles of

DEFINING

‘URBAN SPACE’




Introduction

This lecture topic will introduce to the students the definition of Urban Space and what elements
constitutes the character of urban space. ¢ s=all Jall" oy =il ALl s jalas ¢ s sall 38 (2 j2y Cogu



No Enclosure = No Space

Without
enclosure...there
Is no defined
space
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“...space must be
defined by enclosure.”

‘Enclosure’ ¢ saY) - buildings, walls, trees, and other elements; It is the visual definition of space

A large urban space gives the tendency to create a grand feeling, with men becoming small and
insignificant ~« »= —awed —=_l. by space.
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Enclosure & Space

***Claustrophobia
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*Eprivacy dva sadll

“Enclosure” ¢ 5i~Y gives a feeling of intimacy dewall 48301, protection 4~ and security c-Y!.
Feeling of territorial boundaries <Y 25s1l 52201 and hence defensible space glaall 4LE dali,



SPACE «L=dll CAN BE DEFINED AS ...

- an area of land enclosed, defined or adopted by people for human purposes 3
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Organization of space is a process of manipulating the ground, wall and
sky, as planar surface siws 7S celadl s Hlaally )Vl e Dl didee plidl] dalaic




What is inside this box? Inside...is... space |




Architectural SPACE...

-

No Window /opening

1). Confined 22« space, no openings, no movement = STATIC Space




2). Space is like water - outside flows in, and the inside flows out.
This quality is = DYNAMIC
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ENCLOSURE ¢/ sisY!

Enclosure refers to the degree to which streets and
other public spaces are visually defined . <: <. i by

buildings, walls, trees, and all other vertical elements.
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Courtyard interior Space

‘Ceiling’ - overhead tree canopy
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space -
an area defined in three

dimensions by:
J8 e el 23D & B33 ddhaic

* the ‘floor plane’,

* the ‘wall’ or
‘vertical plane’,

* the ‘ceiling plane’.

*canopy - 4llaeJl



tree canopy
as the ceiling
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*canopy - ikl
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‘Vertical’ extent of exterior open Space can be the tree canopy.
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3 O Enclosures Types

- Buildings as enclosing elements
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1. Loose Enclosure.
TR el

Characteristic

- Feeling of openness 7tayl ) s2l)

- Lacks the specific image of well
defined space
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Characteristic

- A little sense of enclosure

and space

2. Partial enclosure

Lo




Characteristic

- Strong sense of
place, location,
protection, and
identity.
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3. Strong enclosure
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4. Closed corners

TS Uiy 5. Open corners
s gida Ll g3
Characteristic

— Strong sense of location & privacy,
- easy to define territory, decrease vandalism,
- increase social contact

chosed corners
‘feels' more enclosed

Characteristic

— Strong sense of location & privacy,

- easy to define territory, decrease vandalism,
- increase social contact .
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open corners



Urban Spaces

Spaces that separate & Spaces that connect
Juai¥) () & siae & Aliaiic @lli (il

Space can be used to both separate and connect elements in a design.

Wider spaces separate elements from each other and narrower spaces connect elements to reveal
relationships between them. _ |
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By controlling and shaping space in our designs, we create rhythm, direction, and motion.
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By varying the scale/width and quality from one space to another, the design of contrasting spaces allows:
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1.  Visual variety, interest, change of character/atmosphere s s>l <2all [ ails e et g ca2ilall 5 cde oiia 4 pua

2.  Strong spatial definition : people can identify a specific area and its boundary. s 4akic vast (Say Ul
L&BJ}A&)

3. Feeling of movement in the path. Jbes 845 2l ) sa



J J Preserve existing views, focal points

= _m — - The positioning of buildings to frame and
preserve views can relate the site to its
surroundings visually ) el (e pia sall
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- Provides a sense of orientation
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Pedestrian movement through the space.
cladll DA (e 3L AS a

- Major footpath through a site should
acknowledge any existing pedestrian desire
lines.
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E Contrasting Spaces

square

-
-”

linear @

Contrasting 4=éliid) adjacent 4«ilial Spaces

1.By changing the type of space : square to linear
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Connecting adjacent urban spaces

gradual change

Urban Squares

sudden change

1.With a street or linear space

2.With a narrowing down
between walls, perhaps with
a gate



Contrasting adjacent urban Spaces

By changing the size/scale :
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Use of Contrasting Adjacent urban Spaces

By changing the enclosing elements
$3)) paliall s
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Diagram:
Spaces are
similar in size
and scale.
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Monotonous Urban Space

No positive contrast , same proportions and detailing. The conseguence is a
uniformity of space. Not interesting. .Jssti s cotll (usi ¢ olasV) (=il Y
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