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A new Minaean inscription

from North Arabia®
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The present publication represents a welcome addition to the rela-
tively small number of inscriptions in Minaean script discovered
in North Arabia. The basic bulk of these inscriptions has been
included in RES (Nos. 3266--3293; 3338-3382; 3602-3605; 3608;
3610; 3695-3852; 3927: from Petra). Recently some of these
inscriptions have been republished by Garbini (1) (Nos. 287-2971;
313-335; 350-372; 389-39T; 452; 457; 464-465). Five Minaean
inscriptions have been discovered at Wadi Ramm (2). G. Ryck-
mans has also studied 50 Minaean graffiti found by Philby &
Bogue in Hijaz (3). Winnett & Reed (4) published three new
inscriptions, cne found in the Jawf area, but also dealt with
previously known inscriptions (5). Sayyed (6) studied one
Minaean inscription on a sandstone block now in the storehouse
of the Department of Antiquities and Museums in al-Ula. Sl
further to the North, several Minaean inscriptions have been
found in southern Jordan in the Hisma area and published by
Graf (7). Finally, reference should be made to A Nasif, who
recently published photographs of more than thirty Minaean
graffiti (8).

The present inscription (Fig, 1) was discovered during a survey
conducted by the author in the summer of 1987 for the purpose

* The author wishes to thank Dr. Kh. Nashef, King Saud University, Rivadh,
who read the present paper and made some valuable comments and additions.
Furthermore the author is deeply obliged to Prof. W. W. Miiller for reading the
manuscript, correcting some mistakes, and offering critical remarks.

Note the following abbreviations: DN = Divine Name; OSA = Old South
Arabian; PN = Personal Name; RES = Répertoire d'Epigraphie Sémitique.
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Fig.1.
The new Minaean inscription from North Arabia.

of collecting Aramaic and Nabataean inscriptions and graffiti (9).
The spot in which the inscription was located (10) is about 60 km
NW of al:Ula. It is in relief and engraved with early Minaean
script to be dated to the fourth century BC.

Especially characteristic of the text are the letters b and h. The
inscription consists of two lines which read whb w bmyn “whb'
and Jimyn”. The first line contains the name whb'k; the vertical stroke
of the letter w joining the letter below should be noted. The name
whb'l—"gift of 1" or " has granted” — is a common name in pre-
[slamic Arabian inscriptions (I1). The name hmyn occurs in
Minaean six times (12). It may be taken as containing the root
hmy (hamiya), “to be warm”, in the adjectival formation fa'lan.
The root meaning “to defend”, “to protect” is less probable, since
the -an-suffix is commonly attached to intransitive verbs (13).
Nevertheless an infinitive himyan should be taken into consider-
ation, perhaps meaning “protection” (14) (compare Ryckmans {15)
who reads the Minaean name as himyiin). The latter alternative
has been discussed thoroughly by Miiller (16). In this case hmyn
would be a short name ("protection of DN"), Abdallah (17) relates
the OSA name to hamin occurring in al-Iklil of al-Hamd-ani, and
suggests reading the PN as humayn. The same PN occurs inNaba-
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taean and Palmyrene inscriptions, (see al-Khraysheh (18) and
Stark (19), who interpreted the name as humaiyan and hamyan
respectively) (20).
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