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Concept of informal settlements

Informal settlements are defined as residential la sk €e il Lol dau )y i el a5l
environments developed by residents according to of Doy dadimal agilllieg agilaloay @, oSl
their needs and living requirements, and in isolation sasiall aa¥) el Lhiay LSy dpan il Laphasdl) il
from official planning authorities. As described by UN- alad ) Al Cladiae 68 g pdll lih gioall
Habitat, they are residential communities that lack a ped e Sl e¥ s Au Cua gl DAY aia B 3ba
tenure system that prevents forced eviction, as these 2 ali Le Wley | Sl a5 e al)l e
residents build their homes on public lands without oadiy ody poaall Al Heaah dpaw il e Cilih gl
legal title. These informal settlements are often (il e galadll dakail s sl Gl 5 sbiall cilalag)
characterized by a deteriorating urban environment, a Gilay paall JBa Yy ey pe JS0 sl o4 Cua
lack of water supplies, sanitation, and waste disposal Ay sl

systems, as they are established informally and do not
comply with urban legislation.

4<%

Improving the Livelihoods of Informal Communities as an
Approach for Sustainable Solutions to Informal Settlements in 2
Developing Countries




Challenges

The housing challenges facing the poor are the
inevitable result of the growing demand for housing
stock and the weakness of regional policies in the
distribution of population and resources. More than a
billion people live in slums that lack the minimum
environmental components. Nearly a quarter of the
world's population lives in informal settlements
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The Problem

Drshi e Al phall b gl dallae 8 gSLY) club e @S A
ladiaal b st sale) o aaa s gy Lellaiul g Al 4y sl cibi)
oo 2l JS sy Jlai Jolall oda oY) saaal) il i) (shalia 8 A sial
olban s Giall S ajh ety 8 Loy Al gl Cilaainall (saliaB¥] Slud) agd
3l Y LY A sdiall il giall Gda g Bale ) ag jlie Jis L T3S, Jal)

Ol Admall gl 5 ALY (e il e

Most housing policies to address informal settlements have
focused on upgrading existing urban structures and replacing
them with new urban fabrics or resettling informal communities in
new settlement areas. However, these solutions remain far from
understanding the economic context of informal communities,
including livelihood opportunities and sources of income.
Resettlement projects for informal settlements often fail because
they do not take into account the economic opportunities and
living conditions of the residents.
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Theoretical framework

Charles Correa (2000) in his book “Housing and
Urbanization: Building Solutions for People and
Cities” argues that policies based on removing
informal settlements and providing
compensation will not provide residents with
affordable housing outside the informal market.
In fact, residents of informal settlements do not
have higher education or the skills that qualify
them to work in the formal market, so they
prefer to settle in informal settlements and
refuse to live in public housing projects or
developed housing environments because they
do not match their social and economic
characteristics.

sliy ;1 aaill g GELYI" 4l 8 (2000) LS LS 5
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Theoretical framework

John Turner (2000) in his book “Housing By
People: Towards Autonomy in  Building
Environments” points out that housing policies
should provide a framework for improving the
housing environment of informal settlements,
including developing the economies of the
residents and enhancing community
participation. Turner emphasizes that informal
settlements are not just a physical environment;
they are a whole system, a way of life and social
values. Therefore, developing informal
settlements involves devising the best methods
and resources available to improve the ways of
living and developing communities, leading to
their integration into the urban context.

ol i e gL S 3 (2000) i O g
G OGSl ol ) el iy 8 JOELY) a
gans M e ik ssall A€l Ail) Cppuentl THlLa) i 58 o
A HLiall oy oSl Cliba®l den el G Lo
Coad Bpas e bl Gl 5ing Sy Aseaind
ay sba Ay JalS Al a0 b odhale Ay 0 jma
Jumdl IS0 o iy ) gdall gl 8 AN e laial
ey Admall ool el Zalidl ol sally cadlll)

gl 3wl Lgaad ) 505 Lea cladingl

Improving the Livelihoods of Informal Communities as an
Approach for Sustainable Solutions to Informal Settlements in 6

Developing Countries



Methodology

/

e Kampungs in Jakarta
e Dharavi in Mumbai

~ Livelihood Analysis

e Economic
Opportunities

e Economic Activities

Cases Review

¢ Available Resources

/

e livelihood
improvement

¢ Development
programs

Proposed approach
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In Mumbai, Dharavi is a highly religiously and
ethnically diverse settlement with an estimated
population of around one million and a
population. The residents of the district live on
a vibrant informal economy with several home-
based businesses employing many residents in
the leather, textile and pottery industries. The
total annual turnover is estimated to be over
USS1 billion. Dharavi has an industrial and
recycling economy and is estimated to recycle
about 80 percent of Mumbai's dry waste that
the city disposes. Waste recycling contributes
to the employment of more than 250,000
people.
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Livelihoods of informal settlements

In Jakarta, home ownership has become a major
problem for low-income earners, especially as
property developers take control and focus on
catering to the wupper class. Jakarta has
experienced urban expansion due to population
migration and the concentration of services and
jobs, which has led to the proliferation of
informal settlements (kampungs). The residents
of Kampungs are engaged in various economic
activities depending on the nature of the place,
including fishing, trade, and food industries. The
local government implemented the Kampung
Improvement Programme (KIP) to alleviate the
problems but it was not accompanied by
comprehensive social and economic programs to
uplift the informal communities
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The spread of informal settlements in developing
countries is accompanied by the availability of
informal economic infrastructure. Most informal
settlements provide employment opportunities
and jobs for residents or are located close to
business centers in the city. Residents of informal
settlements work in informal occupations and
jobs such as food selling, waste sorting, poultry
farming, handicrafts, and light industries.
Housing  policies dealing with informal
settlements that exclude the economic activity of
residents will not be sustainable because the
stability of the population depends on the
availability of an economic base for them.
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1 || iy vl sy sustainable solutions

Spread of informal settlements
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Prioritize

Spatial location 2 Urgent priorities

Economic value of land

Medium-term priorities
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Conclusion
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Modern policies in dealing with informal areas have tended to
support social and economic stability with the aim of
integrating these communities into the urban context. This
approach emphasizes understanding the economic and social
w%o > RN conditions that have contributed to the formation of urban

Can
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