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Childhood Education: A Qualitative Study Conducted in

Private Schools in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
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Abstract:
The study aimed to reveal the nature of the attitudes of kindergarten
teachers and heads towards awareness of the concept of digital
citizenship in early childhood education: A qualitative applied study
in private schools in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, employing a
descriptive approach using a qualitative methodology through a
multiple case study design. The sample comprised six participants
representing teachers and headteachers at the kindergarten level from
two private schools. Data were collected in two stages: semi-
structured interviews, followed by elicitation interviews after the
participants were exposed to the Common Sense approach to digital
citizenship. The data underwent inductive thematic analysis based on
Rogoftf’s (2003) sociocultural theory across its three levels: personal,
interactive, and institutional. The study’s findings revealed a clear
disparity in participants' awareness of digital citizenship, ranging
from an emerging awareness limited to digital safety to an advanced
awareness encompassing rights, responsibilities, and active digital
participation. It also revealed the pivotal role of cultural, religious,
and institutional factors in shaping these trends, and that the
distributed leadership model contributed to empowering the teachers
and motivating them to be creative and experimental. The study
concluded that there is an urgent need for a specialized training
program and a national digital citizenship curriculum that takes Saudi
cultural specificity into account.
Keywords: digital citizenship, early childhood education,
kindergartens, Saudi Arabia, qualitative study.
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