
Introduction 
 

Sociology  as a science has witnessed a remarkable development in the 
last decades. This is noted with  the emergence of many sociological sub-
disciplines, the diversification of its concerns, and the solidification of  its 
theoretical approaches and methods of research. This has resulted in the 
enrichment of sociological concepts and language. 
 
This development led to an  increasing concern about sociological 
concepts and terminology. This concern has concentrated on the 
distinguishing of sociological concepts from those  of other social 
sciences and the definition of such concepts. 
However, the greater part of this concern and the accompanying efforts 
are to a greater extent, restricted to English and other European 
languages.  
 
One of the main objectives of  compiling this dictionary is to introduce 
contemporary sociological concepts to the Arab readers in a clear, simple 
concise way. 
In compiling this dictionary, I followed the following steps: 
 
1/ The consultation of a number of dictionaries of social sciences and 
sociology and the selection of the most popular and contemporary 
concepts and terms. 
 
2/ The exclusion of many of those concepts that are included in other 
dictionaries, in order to avoid repetition. 
 
3/  The translation of the selected concepts and their definitions into 
Arabic. 
 
4/ The translation of the selected concepts  into German. 
 
5/ The review of the preliminary drafts by a number of university 

Professors and teachers specialized in Sociology,  English, German and 

Arabic languages. 

 
6/ The inclusion of the autobiographies of a number of sociologists so as 
to enable the reader to have a better understanding and evaluation of their 
contribution. 
 



It should be mentioned that this is the first dictionary in the Arab world to 
provide sociological concepts in three languages, English, Arabic and 
German. The translation of the dictionary concepts into German  signifies 
the increasing importance of this language in addition to the great and 
essential contribution of the German sociologists which is vital to the 
development of sociology as a science. 
 
As mentioned earlier, one of the main purposes of this dictionary is to fill 
a notable gap in Arabic sociological literature dealing with  sociological 
concepts and terms. We are hopeful to overcome any imperfections and 
incompleteness found in this edition with versions to come. 
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