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Abstract 

Studies on thematic structure and thematic progression patterns focused on abstract and 

discussion sections of scientific research articles. Therefore, there is a need for more studies 

investigating other sections of research articles. In this paper, we investigated thematic 

structure and thematic progression patterns in Biotechnology and Psychology research article 

introductions to capture any significant differences between these two fields. These two fields 

represent, respectively, hard and soft sciences. Halliday's (2014) Systemic Functional 

Linguistics approach to language and McCabe's (1999) thematic progression patterns were 

adopted in this study as the frameworks for the analysis. After collecting 30 articles with a 

total word count of 19,517 words, 15 in Biotechnology and 15 in Psychology, the data was 
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