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Abstract

This study aims to develop a practical framework for quality of life indicators at the residential
neighborhood level and apply it to the "Sidra" residential scheme in Riyadh as a case study. The paper adopted a
theoretical and analytical approach based on a review of theoretical frameworks and international standards.
Field tools were then implemented, including an electronic questionnaire for Sidra residents and visitors, which
yielded 40 responses, 27 of which were open-ended. The research also utilized field visits and observation,
drawing on government reports and developer documents. The results in the area of urban health and safety
showed a high level of perceived safety at night, along with a noticeable improvement in traffic calming. In the
area of accessibility, a mosque, a park, and a shopping center were found within a ten-minute walk, connected by
a pedestrian network, although a segment of the sample still relied on cars for most trips within the neighborhood.
The results also indicated the availability of clean and shaded public spaces with basic amenities, while social
cohesion was found to be moderate, with weak participation and governance channels. The participants'
proposals focused on expediting the operation of public facilities, improving cleanliness, increasing green spaces,
organizing speed bumps and public parking, and providing community facilities and activities. The study
concludes that the Sidra residential neighborhood is nearing the achievement of several quality of life indicators
in terms of urban development. However, the operational and governance gap necessitates a package of phased
interventions and a periodic monitoring mechanism. The study proposes a simplified indicator table that can be
generalized as a reference tool for evaluating modern residential neighborhoods.

Keywords: Urban quality of life, quality of life indicators, Sidra residential scheme, accessibility, social cohesion,
governance.
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