@ . CHAIN OF INFECTION

For an infection to develop,
each link of the chain
must be connected.
Breaking any link of the chain
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INFECTIOUS DISEASE

Any microorganism that can cause a disease such as a bacterium, virus, parasite, or fungus. Reasons
that the organism will cause an infection are virulence (ability to multiply and grow), invasiveness (ability
to enter tissue), and pathogenicity (ability to cause disease).

RESERVOIR
The place where the microorganism resides, thrives, and reproduces, i.e., food, water, toilet seat,
elevator buttons, human feces, respiratory secretions.

PORTAL OF ENTRY
The opening where an infectious disease enters the host’s body such as mucus membranes, open
wounds, or tubes inserted in body cavities like urinary catheters or feeding tubes.
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