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Abstract

Townscape expresses the totality of the environmental and spatial composition that interacts within
human activity; it reflects the city's characteristics in all its economic, social, environmental and cultural
dimensions. Townscape improvement in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is linked to the National Vision
2030 and is an essential indicator of the quality of life. It also has a significant role in shaping the urban
identity, promoting local culture, and supporting sustainable tourism development goals for urban areas.
Through in-depth literature review and analysis of theoretical frameworks, the research paper raises a
question about the nature of the dimensions that contribute to improving the townscape and its role in
achieving sustainable tourism development. It became apparent that the historical areas, which are
among the essential attributes of tourism development in cities, are subject to continuous urban
deterioration and change in the demographic composition that negatively affected the social and
economic aspects and led to the loss of historical identity and cultural value. Thus, the research problem
emerged from the need to formulate a framework that emphasizes the importance of the townscape
improvement of historical areas in achieving sustainable tourism development. The results of the
research showed that there is a shared, integrated and interrelated relationship between the components
of the townscape and the features of sustainable tourism development, which are represented in four
main dimensions, namely the urban dimension, the cultural dimension, the social dimension, and the
economic dimension. These dimensions formulate the basic structure to the proposed framework for the
townscape improvement of historical areas as an approach to sustainable tourism development. The
proposed framework also emphasized the importance of preserving historical and heritage sites, and
creatin high-quality urban environments that have cultural significance, achieving economic returns, and
supporting the sustainable tourism development process.
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