AUTISM

Texts and Terminologies of special education in
English
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Terminology

Autism
rapidly
appearing
aware

verbal
communication

nonverbal
communication

social interaction

measles-mumps-
rupella (MMR)
vaccine

air pollutants
viral infections
inherited

brain cells

vulnerable
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Terminology

Vaccine
triggering
association
particularly

neurological
disorder

Rhett syndrome

Asperger’s
syndrome

Autism

Spectrum
Disorder (ASD)

detected
Pretended play
deteriorate

affecting

In terms of
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Terminology

reliable
desire
urination
defecation
Imaginative
play
developmental
disability

occurs

Childhood
Disintegrative

Disorder (CDD)

information
experiences
acquiring

retaining

cognition
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DEFINITION OF AUTISM

oAutism is the most severe
developmental disability appearing
within the first three years of life,
autism involves impairments 1n social
interaction, such as being aware of
other people’s feelings, and verbal and
nonverbal communication.
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CAUSES OF AUTISM

o Several genes appear
to be involved 1n autism. Some may make
a child more vulnerable to the disorder.
Others affect brain development or the
way that brain cells communicate. Some
genetic problems seem to be inherited.
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o Factors as viral
infections, brain injuries , complications
during pregnancy and air pollutants play
a role 1n triggering autism
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CONTROVERSIAL ISSUE ABOUT
CAUSES

O

Reliable research studies show no
assoclation between autism and
childhood vaccines, particularly the
measles-mumps-rubella (MMR)
vaccine.
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(Mayo clinic staff, 2012 ; 2012 ¢ cx3al))
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CLASSIFICATION OF AUTISM

o
occurs during early childhood affecting
verbal and nonverbal communication ,
social interaction, and 1imaginative play.
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o presents at birth
but not detected early, people with
Asperger’s syndrome have average
intelligence and with no verbal
communication delays, however , their
nonverbal communication and ability to °
express empathy or emotions are limited.
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CLASSIFICATION OF AUTISM

neurological disorder
among girls only, appeared after 6 to 12
months, affecting cognition in terms of
acquiring and retaining information and
experiences.
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occurs after a normal growth, when the child
reaches the age of 3-5 years and sometime 10
years. The child’s abilities then deteriorate
rapidly and s/he loses acquired skills (1.e.
speech, ability to hear, social skills, control @
over urination and defecation, desire to play )
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CLASSIFICATION OF AUTISM

: refers to a group of disorders
characterised by delays in the development
of social and communication skills. It’s
called atypical autism. People with PDD
have problems in using and understanding
language; difficulty relating to people,
objects, and events; unusual play with toys
and other objects; difficulty with changes in
routine or familiar surroundings, and
repetitive body movements or behaviour Q
patterns.
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CHARACTERISTICS OF PEOPLE
WITH AUTISM

0
ogeneral cognitive delay
o selective attention
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o concrete processing

orote memory.

o"savant" capabilities
odiscrepancies 1n skill development
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CHARACTERISTICS OF PEOPLE
WITH AUTISM

0
oSlow language development

o difficulty in communicating with speech or
with gestures

o difficulty of understanding speech
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o difficulty using the language for interaction

o difficulty starting or continuing a
conversation

o difficulty using his own sentences ; repeat
what others say (echolalia)
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CHARACTERISTICS OF PEOPLE
WITH AUTISM

o
o Difficulty in making eye contact

oShow little body language or facial
expressions when interacting
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o Have difficulty developing relationships
with peers

oSeem uninterested in sharing experiences

o Engage less 1n give-and-take social
interaction with close relations

oLack of imaginative and pretended-play e
skills
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CHARACTERISTICS OF PEOPLE
WITH AUTISM

O

oShow interest in very few objects or
activities and play with them in repetitive
ways
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o Perform repetitive routines and have
difficulty with changes in these routines

oSpend time 1n repetitive movements (such
as waving a hand in front of his face)

o Have difficulty in controlling his emotions a
and excitement.
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INTERVENTION

o) can help some children with
autism, although no drug specifically
targets the disorder. It can help minimising
selzures or hyperactivity.
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0 which uses
rewards to encourage good behaviour and
punishments to discourage bad behaviour

O : which
targets thoughts as well as behaviour.
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INTERVENTION

o) can help children
with autism improve their interpersonal
functioning. In the classroom, for instance,
peers without autism can help those who
have the disorder by teaching and
modelling appropriate social behaviour.
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including providing social and emotional
support , awareness, educational and
employment provision. @

(APA , 2012; 2012 ¢ s2a3all)
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