THE EIGHTH INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS
OF THE EGYPTIAN SOCIETY OF ALLERGY

AND ﬁLﬂ\iﬁQL MMUNOLOGY

R 81 1989
sﬁﬁRAmN“MONTAZAH = J&LEXANDRM

EGYPT

;-"’—
. -

N
N
DR Y
aaan
X
H 1

Fbstracts




o T

EPIDEMIOLOGY OF ASTHMA IN SAUDI ARABIA
A.R. Al-l*‘my!l,* M. Al-Nahdi,** T. Q. Jawardy***
College of Medicine, King Saud University Riyadh,*

King Faisal University, Dammam,**

King Abdul-Aziz University, Jeddah,*** Saudi Arabia

An epidemiological study to evaluate the prevalence of
asthma was conducted on 2566 school children, both male and
temale, in three major centres of Easter, Western and Central
Provinces of Arabia. A comprehensive questionnaire invoiying

35 questions was used in the survey.

The result revealed that 15.9 ¢, children had wheez in
Jeddah, 11.9 9, in Riyadh and 6.5 9, in Dammam. Of these,
9.8 9%, 9.3 % and 3.6 9,, respectively had been diagnosed as
asthmatics. Genetic factors were also found to be significant.
40.7 ¢, father and 35.9 Y, mother of wheezy children had asthma
compared to 8.6 % (both parents) ofenon-wheezy children.
Stmilarly 13.9 9,, 12.4 9, and 6.4 ¢, relatives of wheezy children
in Jeddah, Riyadh and Dammam, respectively, had history of
asthma,

The study shows a higher prevalence rate of asthma in
our younger children and a significant relationship with family
history of atopy.




