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                      Course Syllabus

College of Arts 






Semester: 1
Academic Year: 2020 1st  Term
599 Research Project 
Instructor’s information:

	Instructor’s name
	Dr. Samia AL-Shayban 
Associate Professor

	Office Hours
	Monday; Tuesday 10-12 (virtual)

	Office number
	3 F-R. 118

	Email address
	samias@ksu.edu.sa

	SMS code
	


	Additional notes 

1. The nature of the course and the evaluation system does not depend upon regular attendance but upon delivering the work in the due dates. 

2. Failure to deliver the work will affect your progress and eventually your grades.

3. In case of any medical excuse, you are expected to inform your instructor in advance.

4. The course material, assignments, grades and announcements will be done via LMS. Make sure that your account is active. If you face difficulty contact the IT support. In case of being unfamiliar with LMS, kindly contact the College postgraduate unit or the Deanship of Skills Development, www.dsd.ksu.edu.sa. The Deanship offers various workshops.  They also offers an online workshops which you can take at your convenience.
5. Due to Covide 19 classes will be virtual Via LMS. Kindly see the Code of Conduct which is posted on LMS. 




Course information:

	Course Title
	Research Project


	Course Number
	599  Eng

	Course description
	1. The course instructs and trains students on how to draw on their knowledge of literature and critical theories to produce a quality research paper of publishable level. 
2. The strategy is to engage students in discussions of their areas of interest to help them select and define their topics; advise them on the most suitable critical methodology; direct them in writing, citing resources, and documenting their research projects.
3. Towards the end of the term, the students should be able to produce a complete research project that conforms to the rules and regulations assigned by the department and the college of graduate studies.


	Course Objectives (i.e. 
Learning Outcomes as specified in the Course Specifications)
	1. Complete a large portion of a coherent, accurate, well documented, and persuasive MA thesis.

2. Your thesis draft must include, at a minimum, an acceptable abstract, literature review, and methods section. The draft must meet departmental standards as they apply to these parts of the thesis and must clearly answer the Seven Key Questions;

Develop oral presentation skills for delivery of a conference paper and a persuasive   defense of the thesis with clear and sufficient visual and oral explanations of your research;
Develop oral and written communication skills necessary to communicate your research    to someone mathematically trained, but not knowledgeable in your area of expertise.

After completing Eng 599 you:

1. know how to plan and complete an extensive research project

2. know how to gather and critically synthesize a substantial amount of information in a structured way on your selected topic

3. have specialized insight into an individually chosen and clearly defined topic related to English-language-literature

4. are able to engage analytically with existing theories, methods and interpretations in English literature studies, and work independently on  analyzing relevant theories, methods, arguments and interpretations within the field

6. know how to use libraries and archives to find relevant sources and know how to apply references, footnotes and bibliographies for various types of material,

7. are familiar with ethical norms for protecting sources and how to apply these norms in academic work

8. have advanced academic writing skills

The grade you receive on your thesis shows to what extent you have achieved these learning outcomes.



	Textbooks

	Punch, Keith. Developing Effective Research Proposal, SAGE, 2016

Hamid, Mohamed. How to Write a Research Proposal and Thesis, CreateSpace, 2013

Denicolo, Pam. Developing Research Proposal, SAGE, 2012

Machi, Lawrence. The Literature Review: Six Steps to Success. Corwon, 2016

Ridley, Diana. The Literature Review: A Step by Step Guide for Students, SAGE, 2012


Lester, James. Writing Research Papers: Your Complete Guide, Pearson, 2014

Griffin, Gabriele. Research Methods for English Studies, Edinburgh UP, 2013

William, Nicholas. Research Method: The Basics, Routledge, 2017

Soles, Derek. The Essentials of Academic Writing, Wadsworth Publishing, 2009

Hayot, Eric. The Elements of Academic Style: Writing for the Humanities, Columbia UP, 2014.

MLA Style Manual and Guide to Scholarly Publishing, 3rd edition 2008. https://www.mla.org/MLA-Style/The-MLA-Style-Manual.

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/



Attendance: 
The meeting in this course will take place during the first three weeks. After that meeting will take place by appointments.

Assignments: 

The assignments will be posted on their due dates on LMS.
Plagiarism: Plagiarism is the unauthorized use of someone else’s work. If I find a student has intentionally made use of another’s work without giving that person credit, that student will fail the course. It’s a big deal in my world, and this is a graduate-level course. 

It will be tempting to cut and paste from the internet for some of your responses. Do not. To do so without correct citation will result in an F for the entire course.
	Type
	Distribution of Marks
	Date of Administration 
	Date of Feed-back (approximate)*

	Proposal 

(written proposal to be submitted via LMS; 
oral proposal will be delivered in class as a Mid Term Exam)

Outlines
Introduction and Literature Review
	(20%; 10% for written submission; 10% for in class Mid Term)
10%

20%

	7-9-2020
12-10-2020

12-9-2020

21-9-2020 
	Within a week

	Chapter  1
Chapter 2

Chapter 3 

First draft
Final Draft
	50% (25% for the three chapters/ first drafts); 25% for the Final draft.
	5-10-2020
19-10-2020 

 2-11-2020

16-11-2020

30-11-2020


	


Weekly Syllabus:

	Week
	Topic

	1
	Registration

	2
	Introduction 
Discussing the Guide and the Research Topic


	3
	Submission- Proposal  
Submission- Calendar

	4
	Submission-Theses Outlines

	5
	Complete Introduction (Key texts; theses, literature review, theory) 

	6
	

	7
	 Chapter 1

	8
	

	 9
	                                      Chapter 2

	10
	

	 11
	Chapter 3

	12
	First complete Draft

	13
	 

	14
	 Final draft

	15
	


Assignments:

1. The assignments will be posted on LMS. Submission will be there as well.

2. Keeping the given date of each assignment is a must. Failure to do so will affect your grades and will delay your subsequent submission dates. 

Classes:

1. Be advised that we will be meeting for the first 4 weeks. After that there will be no in class meetings.

2. I will be reading your work and gave it back to you. 

3. You will be required to meet with me after each submission to discuss your work and agreed upon the future steps.

4. You need to monitor these steps closely to ensure the completion of your research on time.

Mid Term:
You will have one Mid and it will be conducted in class. You will receive further information in due course.


