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                      Course Syllabus

College of Arts 






Semester: I
Academic Year: 2020- 1st Term
549 Medieval and Renaissance Literature
Instructor’s information:

	Instructor’s name
	Dr. Samia AL-Shayban 
Associate Professor

	Office Hours
	Monday; Tuesday 10-12 (virtual)

	Office number
	3 F-R. 118

	Email address
	samias@ksu.edu.sa

	SMS code
	


	Additional notes 

1. Attendance is a must. The nature of the course and the evaluation system depends upon regular attendance and understanding of the course.

2. Due to Covid-19 the classes will be conducted via Zoom. Be advised, you will need to be prepared and well equipped.

3. In case of any medical excuse, you are expected to inform your instructor in advance.

4. The course material, assignments, grades and announcements will be done via LMS. Make sure that your account is active. If you face difficulty contact the IT support. In case of being unfamiliar with LMS, kindly contact the College postgraduate unit or the Deanship of Skills Development, www.dsd.ksu.edu.sa. The Deanship offers various workshops.  They also offers an online workshops which you can take at your convenience.



Course information:

	Course Title
	Medieval and Renaissance Literature


	Course Number
	549 Eng -MA



	Course description
	This course introduce students to the study of Medieval (400 AD-1485 and Renaissance (1485-1660) literary texts and to key genres with emphasis on historical and cultural contexts. Using chronological along with thematic approaches, the course explores the main trends and issues of the period. Issues like religion (Christianity-Islam), wars, politics, Crusades, courtly love, chivalry, Romance, philosophy, humanism,
By 
Methodology: How this Course Works

Our class will be a mix of seminars, discussions, and group work. The students are expected to do most of the work. As a result they are expected to do intensive research work, reading, writing and presentations. 
Because this is a humanities course, students will be expected to not only read and write, but also to think. Students are to complete all readings PRIOR to the start of class (and no, this doesn’t mean in the hall in the 10 minutes before class formally begins). Students are also expected to dedicate enough time to each reading so as to allow the ability to sit and think about what was read. Reading, supplemented with classroom activities, will result in understanding. One cannot remove either of these elements and still attain the same level of understanding as with them both. Further, students are expected to dedicate enough time to proofreading and making corrections to any writing assignments submitted. Students should not simply print and submit the first version that flows from their fingers to the keyboard. Instead, ample time should be dedicated to reviewing, reflecting upon, and making appropriate changes to writing assignments. Students are expected to not only pay attention and participate in classroom activities, but also to take notes, ideally in a notebook dedicated to this course. Notes should encompass material covered in lecture, examples reviewed in the classroom, and any in-class activities, either done independently, in small groups, or as a whole class. 


	Course Objectives (i.e. Learning Outcomes as specified in the Course Specifications)
	General Goals:
This course falls into two parts, Medieval and Renaissance literature. Our primary aim is to read and understand the period’s oeuvre both in historical and cultural contexts and in light of the modern critical lens. As we do so, we will seek to learn to read and pronounce medieval language accurately and to understand the times in which the authors lived.
Specific Goals:
1. To understand the time frame of the period, since it attracts diverse views. 
2. To know the background information that shaped medieval and renaissance era.
3. To know the major texts of the prominent authors of our key period
4. To understand the various literary genres in relation to the nature of the period.
5. To understand the ideas, philosophy trends that shaped the dominant ideologies.
6. To relate the texts and their meanings to our time with its global trend.


	Textbooks

	Beowulf: https://www.gutenberg.org/files/16328/16328-h/16328-h.htm 
Ibn Fadlan, Journey to Russia, 2009-English translation

http://al-hakawati.net/arabic/Civilizations/148.pdf  (Arabic)

La Morte D’ Arthur

http://faculty.sgc.edu/rkelley/LE%20MORTE%20D.pdf
Chaucer’s the Canterbury Tales

https://edisciplinas.usp.br/pluginfile.php/2110078/mod_resource/content/2/THE%20CANTERBURY%20TALES%20in%20Modern%20English.pdf
A Companion to English Renaissance Literature and Culture. Ed. Michael Hathaway, 2008


Plagiarism: 

Be advised that the English department does not tolerate any form of academic misconduct, particularly plagiarism. The department supports and adheres to all university policies and procedures regarding academic dishonesty. The work you submit in this class is expected to be your own. If you submit work that has been copied from published or unpublished sources, including the internet, without attribution or that has been prepared by someone other than you, you will be accused of plagiarism and lose your grades.  Ghost writing falls under the title of plagiarism. Writing your own assignment is a must. Should you require any help or advise feel free to contact me during my office hours. 
	Type
	Distribution of Marks
	Date of Administration 
	Date of Feed-back (approximate)*

	Seminars
Mid Term-Class Exam
Paper 1

Paper 2


	50%
10%

10%

10%

	Throughout the term
13-10 (for Tuesday class) and 15-10 (For Thursday Class)
27-10-2020
17-11-2020
	Within a week

	Final Exam  (Research paper)
	20%

	Paper submission 17-12-2020
	


Weekly Syllabus:

	Week
	Topic

	1
	Introduction-Grouping- Medieval Era

Background-Rome Invasion of Britain; Black Death and the Crusades

	2
	Beowulf 

Ibn Fadlan

13th Warriors Movie

	3
	Malory’s

Le Morte D’Arthur 

	4
	Sir Gawain and the Green Knight

	5
	Chaucer’s The Parliament of Fowls;

The Prologue to the Canterbury Tales; 

The Knights’ Tale

	6
	Medieval Theatre

Mystery Plays, Morality and Miracle plays

	7
	Mid Term-in class

	8
	The Renaissance Era-Background; Religious; Political and Literary

	 9
	Thomas More’s Utopia
Hobbes’ Leviathan

1st  paper


	10
	Shakespeare- Marlow

Selected plays

	 11
	Margaret Cavendish; Arangela Tarabotti

	12
	Milton-spencer

Selected works
2nd Paper

	13
	Review

	14
	

	15
	

	16
	Final Exam paper Submission 17-12-2020

	17
	


Assignments:

· Short papers: you are expected to write 2 short papers in essay form (about 1500 words each). The papers will focus on specific issue within the survey era. The general characteristics of each paper:
1. It should display your own response to the topic of your paper

2. Plagiarism is not tolerated. Read the relevant section about this issue. 

3. You will be provided with general frame but the specific topic should be your own choice

4. You will employ critical theory/reference to support your own argument

5. Your papers will be written about topic which we did not cover in the class.

6. Well documented essay with one of the well -known documenting styles.
7. Your papers will be read once with clear marks of your strength and weakness. As a result you need to make sure that it is well structured and clear.

8. Should the necessity arise to revise /rewrite your paper, you will be given the chance to choose one of your 2 papers to be revised and reassessed. 

9. Format, structure, language and argument are essential factors in deciding your grade.

10. Documentation and Citation is a must and it should follow MLA Style. This is a link that can help you, https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_general_format.html. Otherwise you can buy the book from Amazon.com, https://www.amazon.com/Handbook-Modern-Language-Association-America/dp/1603292624/ref=sr_1_1?crid=34ZV5EOFFZI8N&dchild=1&keywords=mla+handbook+for+writers+of+research+papers&qid=1598533561&s=books&sprefix=mla+%2Caps%2C332&sr=1-1
· Seminars: In each session you are expected to conduct a seminar about designated elements; (check the contents). The seminars should take into consideration various aspects of the key element, historical, textual, critical and ideological. Be advised that the seminars will be a group work. The class will be divided into groups, depending on the number of students commencing the course.
· Mid Term:  You will be asked to come to the class in person to conduct the Mid Term. Further information will be provided in due course.
· Final Project: Your final exam will be in the form of paper (about 3000 words). The paper should be written along the following lines:

1. It is an original critical work which depends on your perception of specific thesis in connection to the current critical readings of medieval and renaissance literature.

2. It should follow clear and justified critical theory

3. It has clear well defined structure, Introduction, body and conclusion

4. It incorporated well placed and presented references.

5. Clear and correct language.

6. Citation and Documentation should follow MLA Style. Failure to so will cause grade loss. This is a link that can help you, https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_general_format.html. Otherwise you can buy the book from Amazon.com, https://www.amazon.com/Handbook-Modern-Language-Association-America/dp/1603292624/ref=sr_1_1?crid=34ZV5EOFFZI8N&dchild=1&keywords=mla+handbook+for+writers+of+research+papers&qid=1598533561&s=books&sprefix=mla+%2Caps%2C332&sr=1-1. 
7. While taking the course, you are advised to start thinking about your final exam research paper.  Do not wait to the very end. Being alert about possible topics can save you time and energy. 

Note: Please be advised that you will be provided with further instruction regarding the assignments in due course. 

