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King Saud University
College of Nursing
[bookmark: _GoBack]AY 2014-2015 1st semester
Course Syllabus
Course Code 		: NUR 425
Course Title 		: Decision Making in Clinical Practice 
Credit  unit/hours	: 2 ( 2+0+0 )
Pre-requisite		: NUR 324
Co-requisite		: none
Study Level		: 8th  level (old  curriculum); 5th level (new curriculum)
Faculty			: Dr. Hazel N. Villagracia; Lect. Nazirah Nouh
Course Description	:  This course introduces the student to clinical decision-making in nursing. The nursing process is presented, with the focus on making nursing diagnoses and identifying outcome criteria. The social, legal, ethical and cultural context of decision making in nursing is explored. Research is introduced as a method of inquiry and as a foundation for evidence based clinical decisions. Clinical decision-making to promote patient adaptation is emphasized. Students have the opportunity to practice decision making skills in simulated and actual patient settings.
Course Objectives :	Upon completion of this course the student will be able to:
1.	Clarify personal and professional values and recognize their impact on decision making and professional behavior. (C, ISR Domains )
2.	Explain  the importance of clinical decision making in nursing practice. (K,C Domains )
3.	Analyze the fundamentals of the Code of Ethics and Standards of Nursing Practice.(C, ISR Domains ).
4.	Apply the Code for Nurses and other professional guidelines to clinical practice.
(P Domain )
5.	Utilize the social, legal , ethical and cultural context of decision making.(CITN, P  Domains )
6.	Integrate the nursing process in each decision making.(C, CITN Domains )
7.	Enumerate and analyze the nursing  issues and problems along bedside care, leadership and management. (K, C Domains )
8.	Incorporate the transcultural framework in the care of patient in different settings. (C, CITN Domains )
9.	Integrate evidence-based researches and related clinical scenario through readings as a foundation of sound judgment that highlights the nurse’s responsibility along professional practice. (C, CITN Domains )
10.	Describe the responsibility in the learning process. (K Domain )
Course Content : 
I. Importance of Clinical Decision Making  (O1-3;10)
1.1. Impact on decision making and professional behavior
1.2. Values Clarification: Personal, Professional, Organizational
1.3. Professional-Patient Relationship
1.4. Any Related Readings : Eg. The Immortal life of Henrietta Lacks
1.5. Any Related Film Clip/ Documentary Film :  Eg. Miss Evers’ Boys
II.  Fundamentals of the Code of Ethics and Standards of Nursing Practice (O2-6;10)	
2.1. Ethics is General ;  ANA Code of Ethics; Saudi Commission for Health    
Specialties Standards
2.2. Nursing Process and Clinical Decisions
III. Social, legal , ethical and cultural context of decision making ( O5,6-10)
3.1. Healthcare as a right
3.2. Informed consent ; Patient’s Rights and Responsibilities
3.3. Legal Basis in the Decision Making 
3.4. Ethical concepts: Autonomy, Beneficence, Non maleficence, Veracity, 
3.4.1.1. Fidelity 
IV. Readings and Discussion on Clinical Judgment in Common Ethical Issues in the Clinical Area and Evidence Based Clinical Researches (O6, 2-10)
4.1. Abortion;  End of Life ; DNR
4.2. Euthanasia – Active, Passive, Voluntary, Non-Voluntary
4.3. Withdrawing and Withholding
4.4. Principle of double or second effect
4.5. Barriers to ethical practice
4.6. Death and Persistent Vegetative State	
4.7. Futile Care - Beginning of Life Issues - End of Life Issues
4.8. Genetics & Human Reproduction- Abortion, Cloning, In vitro Fertilization
4.9. Conflict of Interest
4.10. Conscious Objection
4.11. Reporting Breaches of Ethical Standards
4.12. Truth-telling - Blowing the Whistle
4.13. Physician Assisted Suicide
4.14. Rationing
4.15. Oregon’s Plan
4.16. Universal Healthcare
4.17. Organ Transplantation
V. Nursing  Issues and Problems along bedside care, leadership and management.( O7,10)
5.1. Clinical  Supervision – Staff, Patient and Unit
5.1.1. Nurse Managers’ and Administrators’ Dilemmas
5.1.2. Shortage of Nursing Personnel ; Turnover Rate Issues
5.1.3. Handing off ; Endorsements
5.1.4. Quality Assurance and Improvement
5.1.5. Continuing Nursing Education
VI. Transcultural Nursing Framework (O8;10)
6.1. Madeleine Leininger’s Theory
6.2. Fundamentals of Caring Multi-cultural Patients
	
Medium of Instruction :  English will be the medium of instruction.
Course Methodology :  Guided small group discussions, computer-assisted assignments, activities and presentations and  assigned readings. Recapitulation is done every after discussion. Use of audio-visual materials ( powerpoint presentation, film viewing and analysis ). Learning objectives can be taken in various forms at a classroom setting  during discussion in a form of activities, oral recitation, quiz or examination or an assignment.
Course Requirements : Beginning development of  clinical decision making through the critiquing or  reflections on each activity, assignment .
Course Evaluation : 
Formative (60)
Class Standing							-40						Attendance / Active Participation  (5,5)	- 10
Group Activities (A1 , A2)		  	- 10
Quiz ( Q1, Q2 )					- 10
Requirements/ Assignments ( Readings 1,2 )	- 10
Midterm Examination	 				- 20  
Sub-Total 							- 60

Summative (40)				
Final Examination						- 40
Total								- 100
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WEEKLY CLASS SCHEDULE
	Week /Date 
	Unit
	Methodology / Instructor’s Remarks

	1 – SEPT 2
	General Orientation to the Course and Policies ; Assignments distributed for the whole semester

	2- SEPT 9
	 I
 
 
	Lecture discussion; Recapitulation “Importance of Clinical Decision Making”
Assignment #1 : Readings / Film Clip Analysis ( individual )

	3- SEPT 16
	
	

	4- SEPT 23
	
	

	5- SEPT 30 H                                              2 weeks  Eid Vacation
6-OCT  7  H

	7- OCT 14
	II
	Lecture discussion; Recapitulation “Fundamentals of the Code of Ethics and Standards of Nursing Practice” Activity # 1  Group -  Analysis

	8-OCT 21
	III
	Lecture-discussion; Recapitulation “Social, legal , ethical and cultural context of decision making”3.1.

	9 OCT 28
	
	Quiz # 1  and Review of Units I-III

	Wk 10    NOV 4 MIDTERM EXAMINATION I ( Preliminaries I, II , III)

	11- NOV 11
	III
	Lecture-discussion; Recapitulation “Social, legal , ethical and cultural context of decision making “
Lecture-discussion ( Continuation)
3.2.	Healthcare as a right
3.3.	Informed consent ; Patient’s Rights and Responsibilities; Nurses ’Rights
3.4.	Legal Basis in the Decision Making (Nursing Jurisprudence)
3.4.1.	Negligence, Malpractice, Elements
3.4.2.	Law, Ethics, Liability
3.4.3.	Incident Reports, Intentional Torts


	12- NOV 18
	
	Clinical Area and Evidence Based Clinical Researches; Readings  Activity #2 -Group -Role Play

	13- NOV 25
	IV
	Lecture-discussion; Recapitulation” Nursing  Issues and Problems along bedside care, leadership and management”

	14- DEC 2
	
	

	15- DEC 9
	 V
	Lecture-discussion; Recapitulation “Transcultural Nursing Framework”
Assignment  #2: Readings per country healthcare beliefs and decision making of nurses
Quiz #2  

	16- DEC 16
	
	

	17- DEC 23
	Integration: Submission of Requirements / Review of Topics before Finals Post Student Evaluation Conference

	18- DEC 30
	FINAL EXAMINATION ( I-VIII ) as per scheduled Examination Committee
(EXAM period 19: :  JAN. 12,2015/ 21/3/1436 ) 10:30-12:30 pm

	
	HAPPY VACATION!!!


Prepared by: Dr. Hazel  N. Villagracia  Assistant Professor; Mrs. Nazirah Nouh  Lecturer
Conforme: 
Students:
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