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Semester: II

Academic Year: 1436/1437 (2015/2016)

Instructor’s information:

	Instructor’s name
	Heba Ahmad Jaser

	Office Hours
	Sunday -Tuesday from 9 to 10 and from 1 to 2

	Office number
	109

	Email address
	hebmahmoud@ksu.edu.sa


Course information:

	Course Title
	 Language Acquisition 

	Course Number
	  NEW Eng 329 

	Course description
	The course aims at introducing students to some basic issues in applied linguistics and their application to second language learning and teaching. Topics will include:

- Brief discussion of language acquisition theories.

- Contrastive analysis, errors analysis, and learning strategies.

             -Factors affecting foreign language learning and teaching

	Course Objectives (i.e. Learning Outcomes as specified in the Course Specifications)
	Students should be able to:

1. State linguistic and non-linguistic factors which influence language learning and acquisition
2. Outline the main theories of second language acquisition.
3. Compare and contrast the different theories of second language acquisition

4. Identify the linguistic characteristics of the different developmental phases of acquisition or learning of a second language.

5. Identify and illustrate characteristics of learner language.

6. Explain issues related to second language acquisition and present opposing arguments.

	Textbook
	1.   How languages are learned, 3rd ed. [Lightbrown, Patsy and Spada, Nina]

 2.     Principles of language learning and teaching, 4th ed. [Brown, Douglas]


	Supplementary Reading
	


	Methods of assessment:
Type
	Distribution of Marks
	Date of Administration 
	Date of Feed-back (approximate)*

	Assignments (2)
	 10 marks 
	Highlighted dates below
Feedback will be provided after a week as a maximum

	Midterm (2)
	 30 marks 
	

	Quizzes (2)
	 10 marks
	

	Project 
	 10 marks
	

	Final Exam


	 40 marks
	

	Additional notes: There will be No makeup exams.  Students with medical excuses from governmental hospitals should come talk to me either before or directly after the exam, not the quiz.



Weekly Syllabus:

	Week
	Topic
	Page
	

	
1I

H: 7 - 11/ 4 
G: 17 - 21 / 1
	Introduction
	xvii, xviii
	

	2
H: 14 – 18 / 4
G: 24- 28  / 1
	Chapter 1: Behaviorists, Innatists, CPH (1st language)
	10 -19
	

	3
H: 21 – 25 / 4
G: 31/1– 4  / 2
	Chapter 1: Inteactionists/developmentalists, childhood bilingualism
	20-26
	

	4
H: 28/4 – 2 / 5
G: 7 – 11 / 2
	Ch. 2: Contexts for learning, Behaviorists, Innatists (2nd language)
	29-38
	

	5
H: 5 – 9 / 5
G: 14 – 18 / 2
	Ch. 2: Current theories; Sociocultural perspectives (2nd language)
	38-41; 43,44

47, 48
	Quiz 1

	6
H: 12 – 16 / 5
G: 21 –25 / 2
	Ch. 3 Individual differences: intelligence, aptitude    

*Brown, Ch. 4: p. 107-110 
	53-59
	Online quiz
Individual Differences

Friday

	7
H: 19 -23 / 5
G: 28/2 – 3 / 3
	Ch. 3: Learning styles

*Brown, Ch. 5: p. 121-123, 129

*Brown, Ch. 5: p. 132-140 – Learning/communication strategies
	59, 60
	

	8
H: 26/5 – 1 / 6
G: 6 – 10 / 3
	Ch. 3: Personality

*Brown, Ch. 6: p.154, 155, 157-160
	60-63
	Mid 1
Thursday

	  9
H: 4 – 8/ 6
G: 13 – 17 / 3
	Spring Break
	
	

	10
H: 11 – 15 / 6
G: 20 – 24 / 3
	Ch. 3: Motivation, attitude

*Brown, Ch. 6: 160-164, 168-174
	63-65
	Saturday 19th 
Assignment 1 Deadline

	11
H: 18 – 22 / 6
G: 27 – 31 / 3
	Ch. 3: Identity and ethnic group affiliation

*Brown, Ch. 7: 189-196 Stereotypes, attitudes, culture shock
	65, 66
	

	12

H: 3 – 7 / 7

G: 10 – 14 / 4
	Ch. 3: Learner beliefs; age of acquisition and CPH
	66-75


	Quiz 2
On chapter 3

Saturday Assignment 2 Deadline

	13
 H: 10 – 14 / 7

G: 17– 21 / 4


	Ch. 4: Contrastive analysis, error analysis, interlanguage
 
	77-82
	Online Quiz on chapter 4
Friday

	14

H: 17 – 21 / 7

G: 24 - 28 / 4
	Ch. 7: Popular ideas about language revisited


	189-194
	Mid 2
Tuesday

	15
H: 24 – 28 / 7

G: 1 – 5 / 5
	Revision
	
	Project deadline

	
	
	
	


Ground Rules :

1. There will be NO make-up exams for quizzes and assignments, you have the entire plan between your hands, organize your time and be prepared.

2. Mid-term exams will NOT be postponed for any student because she has two exams on the same day.

3. There is no such thing as BONUS MARKS or QUESTIONS, you have about 10 chances to get grades through assignments, exams and quizzes.

4. Language mistakes will ALWAYS be taken into consideration in marking.

5. The best way of communicating with your teacher is e-mail, use a professional (preferably KSU) email and DO NOT send e-mails in Arabic, they will not be read.

6. Keep checking your blackboard, you will find everything you need there; Syllabi, PowerPoint presentations, advertisements, marks, assignments, guidelines, useful links,…etc.

Attendance

This course will include in-class discussions and group activities.  Students who are not in class will not be able to live up to their responsibilities to either themselves or the rest of the class.  Therefore, regular attendance is expected.  

Late-comers are marked ‘absent.’ They are to walk in quietly (without greeting). 

Students may leave class quietly, if they wish. There is no need to be ‘excused.’ 

Absent students are not exempt from any preset deadlines. 

Dates for the Midterm exam and quiz: 

1. The dates for exams stated above are fixed, so please take note of them and take them seriously. 

2. It is your responsibility to mark those dates in your calendar and be prepared for exams accordingly.

3. If you miss a quiz, it will NOT be made up for you under any circumstances.

4. If you miss the Midterm, it will NOT be repeated for you unless you bring a medical report from a government hospital. 

5. The Make-up for the Midterm if the excuse presented is accepted by the instructor, will be given at the review week, and thus it will comprehensive, i.e. it will include all the topic covered in the course.

Be aware that:

a. Medical excuses from private clinics or private hospitals will not be accepted.  

b. Missing an exam because you have a sick relative is not considered a valid excuse. (I sincerely pray that you and all your loved ones enjoy good health)

c. Travelling with the family is NOT considered a valid reason to miss an exam. 

 Plagiarism:

Plagiarism is a form of stealing, thus it will NOT be tolerated in this course.  I am sure you would never commit such an act, but it is your right to know this: 

If a student submits any work that is not hers, or if she submits work in which she has included parts which are not hers, she will be given a zero. 

Arrival:

Come to class on time. Coming late to class is very annoying and distracting to the rest of us:

a. If you come after I finish taking attendance, you will be marked “late”; two “lates” are counted as one absence. 

Email Communication 

All communication must use KSU email (http://student.ksu.edu.sa). 

All communication must be course-related and in academic English or Standard Arabic. 

Email cannot be used to ask about whether students passed or failed after finals. 

Students with special circumstances are to contact the instructor early in the semester to arrange for remedial support throughout the semester. 

Emails containing pleas for ‘mercy’ and appeals ‘to just pass’ received during finals will be disregarded 

The Centre for Writing in English
The Centre for Writing in English is located in room 107, 3rd floor, of Building One (College of Arts, Department of English Language and Literature).  Consultants will work with you one-on-one and provide assistance with style, organization, voice, grammar, and documentation (including MLA and APA formats). All reading log and Research Project assignments need to be reviewed by a CWE consultant and the yellow copy receipt needs to be submitted with relevant assignment.  Check their website for more information:

http://cwe.ksu.edu.sa

Centre for Writing in English –Rm 107

Girls Campus

Telephone (80)55940

Twitter @CWE_ksu

Instagram CWE_KSU

Website http://cwe.ksu.edu.sa  


