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Corona vaccines

Introduction

COVID-19 vaccines are a critical prevention tool.

Getting vaccinated against COVID-19 reduces your 

chances of contracting the virus that causes COVID-

19 and spreading it. Vaccines can also assist in the 

prevention of major illness and death.

Getting vaccinated against COVID-19 is a better 

strategy to build protection than getting sick with 

COVID-19. COVID-19 vaccine protects you by 

eliciting an antibody response without causing you 

to become ill. [1]
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Types of covid-19 

vaccines 

[2]

Contraindications of corona vaccines

A contraindication to one mRNA COVID-19 vaccine should be considered a contraindication to other 
COVID-19 vaccines made with that vaccine platform. For example, a person who is contraindicated for 
Comirnaty (Pfizer) would also be contraindicated for Spikevax (Moderna).
Contraindications to Pfizer and Moderna COVID-19 vaccines are:
- anaphylaxis to a previous dose of an mRNA COVID-19 vaccine (Pfizer or Moderna)
- anaphylaxis to any component of the vaccine, including polyethylene glycol (PEG). [2]

Contraindications to Vaxzevria (AstraZeneca) are:
- anaphylaxis after a previous dose
- anaphylaxis to any component of the vaccine, including polysorbate 80
- history of capillary leak syndrome
- thrombosis with thrombocytopenia (TTS) occurring after a previous dose.[2]

Contraindications to Nuvaxovid (Novavax) are:
- Anaphylaxis after a previous dose
- Anaphylaxis to any component of the vaccine, including polysorbate 80.[2]
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Precautions of corona vaccines 

Precautionary conditions for Pfizer and Moderna COVID-19 vaccines
People with a history of any of the following conditions can receive a Pfizer or Moderna COVID-19 
vaccine. But advice should be sought from a GP, immunisation specialist or cardiologist about the best 
timing of vaccination and whether any additional precautions are recommended:
- recent (within the past 3 months) myocarditis or pericarditis
- acute rheumatic fever or acute rheumatic heart disease (with active myocardial inflammation)
- acute decompensated heart failure.[2] [3]

Precautionary conditions for AstraZeneca
Pfizer or Moderna are recommended instead of AstraZeneca in people of any age with a history of:
- cerebral venous sinus thrombosis (CVST)
- heparin-induced thrombocytopenia (HIT)
-idiopathic splanchnic (mesenteric, portal, splenic) thrombosis
- antiphospholipid syndrome with thrombosis. [2] [3]

Precautionary conditions for Novavax
There are no specific precautionary conditions for the use of Novavax vaccine.[2] [3]

Mode of action  of the vaccines 

[1]
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[4]
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