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The Shrine of Imam al-Maraghi and Its Wooden Structure in al-Zawaqir Village, Taiz,
Yemen
4th century AH (10th century CE)

Prof. Abdullah Abdul Salam al-Haddad
Professor of Islamic Archaeology and Architecture, Department of Archaeology, College of Tourism
and Archaeology, King Saud University

Abstract: The study examines the shrine (mausoleum) of Imam Imam al-Husayn ibn Ja far al-Maraght and its
wooden architectural structure, who arrived in Yemen in 338 AH/950 CE. He first settled in the village of Sahfana,
later relocating to the village of al-Zawagqir, north of Taiz, where he spent his final years, died, and was buried.
The shrine comprises a rectangular structure topped by two domes. Inside, it contains a mihrab positioned
opposite the tomb and coffin of Imam al-Maraghi, along with a water basin, a fountain, a courtyard, and an annex
situated between the shrine and the pool. The existence of this shrine and sarcophagus—bearing al-Maraghi’s
name—in the village of al-Zawagqir provides a definitive answer to historians’ long-standing questions regarding
the location of his death. Earlier accounts differed, placing his death in the villages of al-Surra, al-Fehna, or
Sahfana. Although historians also disagree on the exact year of his death, they concur that it occurred between
398 and 400 AH/1008—1010 CE. Imam al-Maraghi is regarded as one of the most distinguished scholars of the
4th century AH/10th century CE to have come to Yemen, lived there, and passed away on its s0il.

Keywords: Imam al-Maraghi, al-Maraghi Shrine, al-Maraghi architectural structure, al-Zawagqir Village, Wadi al-
Hajib, Taiz
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measurements, and where appropriate, abbreviations rather than words are to be used,
e.g., cm, mm, m, km, cc, ml, g, mg, kg, min, %, Fig., etc.

6. References: In general, reference citations in the text are to be in the standard
(Author, Date) style. Under the “References” heading at the end of the manuscript all
references are to be presented alphabetically by the author’s last name in the following
fashion:

a. Periodical citations in the text are to be in the standard (Author, Date) style.
Periodical references are to be presented in the following form: author’s
surname followed by a given name and/or initials (bold), the title of the article
between quotation marks (“ ), title of the periodical (in italic), volume
number, issue number between brackets (if available), year of publication
between brackets and pages.

Example:

Lynnl, Woods; Larry, G. (1998). ‘‘Effects of a tourism awareness program on the attitudes
and knowledge of older adults’’, Educational Gerontology, vol.24, no.1, pp.69-78.

b. Book citations in the text are to be in the standard (Author, Date) style. Book
references are to include the following: author’s surname followed by a given
name and/or initials (bold), and year of publication between brackets title of
the book, city of publication, publisher, and the number of pages (if available).

Example:

Kitchen, K. A., (2000). Documentation for Ancient Arabia, part 11, Liverpool University
press.

7. Content note or footnote: A content note or footnote is a note from the author to the
reader providing clarifying information.

A content note is indicated in the text by using a half-space superscript number (e.g.
... books(3) are ...). Content notes are to be sequentially numbered throughout the
text. A reference may be cited in a content note by the use of the standard (Author,
Date) style in the same way they are used in the text.

Content notes are to be presented below a solid half-line separating them from the text
of the page in which the footnote is mentioned (in single column). Use the same half-
space superscript number assigned in the content note(s) in the text to precede the
content note itself.

8. Proofs: No changes, additions or deletions will be allowed in the pageproof stage.

9. Opinions: Manuscripts submitted to the Journal for publication contain the author’s
conclusions and opinions and, if published, do not constitute a conclusion or opinion
of the Editorial Board.



Instructions for Authors

This periodical is a publication of the Academic Publishing and Press Directorate of King
Saud University. Its purpose is to provide an opportunity for scholars to publish their original
research.

The following is the manuscript type classification used by the Editorial Board:

1.

(8]

Article: An account of an author’s work in a particular field. It should contribute new
knowledge to the field in which the research was conducted.

Review article: A critical synthesis of the current literature in a particular field, or a
synthesis of the literature in a particular field during an explicit period of time.

Brief article: A short article (note) having the same characteristics as an article.
Forum: Letters to the Editor, comments and responses, preliminary results or
findings, and miscellany.

Book reviews: The Editorial Board, through Division Editorial Boards, will consider
manuscripts from all fields of knowledge.

A manuscript may be submitted in either Arabic or English, and, if accepted for publication, it
may not be published elsewhere without the written permission of the Editor-in-Chief.

General Instructions

1.

Submission of manuscripts for publication: Papers must be presented in final page
format, along with a magnetic disk containing the contribution executed on an IBM
compatible PC using MS Word or any updated version of it. Pages are to be numbered
consecutively and are to include all illustrative material, such as tables and figures, in
their appropriate places in the text. If the author does not follow these guidelines, the
paper is likely to be rejected or delayed.

Abstracts: Manuscripts for articles, review articles, and brief articles require both
Arabic and English abstracts, using not more than 200 words, in single column (12 cm
wide), for each version.

Keywords: Each article must (may) have keywords before both abstracts (English and
Arabic) and they should not exceed 10 words.

Tables and other illustrations: Tables, figures, charts, graphs and plates should be
planned to fit the Journal’s text size area (16 x 24 cm incl. running heads), that is, in
one column. Copies are not permitted for use as originals. Line quality is required to
be uniform, distinct, and in proportion to the illustration. Photographs may be
submitted on glossy print paper, in either black and white, or color, or made by using
Adobe Photoshop. Tables and other illustrative material must include headings or
titles, and captions for figures.

Abbreviations: The names of periodicals should be abbreviated in accordance with
The World List of Scientific Periodicals. e.g., et al., J. of Food Sci. For weights and
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