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The Shrine of Imam al-Maraghi and Its Wooden Structure in al-Zawagqir Village, Taiz,
Yemen
4th century AH (10th century CE)

Prof. Abdullah Abdul Salam al-Haddad
Professor of Islamic Archaeology and Architecture, Department of Archaeology, College of Tourism
and Archaeology, King Saud University

Abstract: The study examines the shrine (mausoleum) of Imam Imam al-Husayn ibn Ja far al-Maraghi and its
wooden architectural structure, who arrived in Yemen in 338 AH/950 CE. He first settled in the village of Sahfana,
later relocating to the village of al-Zawagir, north of Taiz, where he spent his final years, died, and was buried.
The shrine comprises a rectangular structure topped by two domes. Inside, it contains a mihrab positioned
opposite the tomb and coffin of Imam al-Maraghi, along with a water basin, a fountain, a courtyard, and an annex
situated between the shrine and the pool. The existence of this shrine and sarcophagus—bearing al-Maraghi’s
name—in the village of al-Zawdagqir provides a definitive answer to historians’ long-standing questions regarding
the location of his death. Earlier accounts differed, placing his death in the villages of al-Surra, al-Fehna, or
Sahfana. Although historians also disagree on the exact year of his death, they concur that it occurred between
398 and 400 AH/1008—1010 CE. Imam al-Maraght is regarded as one of the most distinguished scholars of the
4th century AH/10th century CE to have come to Yemen, lived there, and passed away on its s0il.

Keywords: Imam al-Maraghi, al-Maraghi Shrine, al-Maraghi architectural structure, al-Zawaqir Village, Wadi al-
Hajib, Taiz
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