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Abstract
This study aimed to analyze the evolution of the concept
of quality in general education in Saudi Arabia and to identify
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similarities, differences, and shifts between the Education Policy
Document issued in 1970 and the General Education Law
enacted in 2026. The study employed a descriptive approach
incorporating both analytical and comparative methods. Quality-
related provisions in the two documents were analyzed,
classified, and compared across several dimensions, including
educational objectives and outcomes; curricula and textbooks;
teachers and professional development; assessment and school
accreditation; attention to individual differences; learning
environments, buildings, and facilities; and the distribution of
quality-assurance responsibilities among relevant
stakeholders.The findings revealed that the concept of
educational quality was implicitly embedded in the 1970
Education Policy Document through principles and provisions
emphasizing clearly defined educational goals; the religious,
moral, academic, and skills-based development of learners; the
alignment of education with national development plans; the
quality of curricula and textbooks; teacher competence and
training; the accuracy of examinations; the evaluation of the
components of the educational process; attention to individual
differences; and the provision of appropriate buildings, facilities,
and health services. Thus, quality in the 1970 document was
primarily values-based and goal-oriented, with a clear emphasis
on the adequacy of inputs, the effectiveness of educational
processes, and their alignment with the goals of society and the
state. By contrast, the 2026 General Education Law explicitly
established educational quality and effective performance as
statutory objectives. It broadened the concept of quality
outcomes to include critical and creative thinking, problem-
solving, innovation, lifelong learning, and the ability to engage
with emerging technologies. It also placed quality assurance
within a more clearly defined institutional framework based on
standards, evidence, procedures, national and international
assessments, school accreditation, data-driven monitoring, and
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the distribution of responsibilities among the Ministry of
Education, the Education and Training Evaluation Commission,
the National Curriculum Center, educational institutions, and
other relevant bodies. The study concluded that the evolution
between the two documents does not represent a departure from
the underlying philosophy of educational quality. Rather, it
reflects a cumulative shift from an implicit conception of quality
centered on the provision of inputs and the regulation of
processes toward an explicit institutional system that also
emphasizes the measurement of educational outcomes.
Keywords: educational quality, quality assurance, Education
Policy Document, General Education Law, school accreditation,
Saudi education, comparative study.
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