




THE MOSQUE 
A CROSS-CULTURAL BUILDING 

CONFERENCE GUIDE  

3rd International Conference on Mosque Architecture
Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmed Cultural Centre - Kuwait 

November 14-16, 2022 
 
 

Edited by 
Mohammed Alajmi | Hani Al-Huneidi | Abdulrahman Lardhi

Sarah Al-Amir | Shoug Karam  



This book: The Mosque: a Cross-cultural Building المسجد: مبنى عابر للثقافات is jointly published by 
the Abdullatif Al Fozan Award for Mosque Architecture and College of Architecture at Kuwait University.

Jointly published by:
ABDULLATIF AL FOZAN AWARD FOR MOSQUE ARCHITECTURE
Al Fozan Tower
Prince Turki Bin Abdulaziz Street
Corniche Road POBox 38
Al Khobar 31952
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Tel.: +966 (0) 13 895 9725
E-mail: info@alfozanaward.org Website: alfozanaward.org
and
COLLEGE OF ARCHITECTURE | KUWAIT UNIVERSITY 
Adailiya area, Street 10
P. O. Box 5969
 Safat 13060
State of Kuwait
Tel: +965-24635304
Email: info@coa.ku.edu.kw Website: http://kuweb.ku.edu.kw/COA/index.htm

First Published in 2022
Publication © Abdullatif Al Fozan Award for Mosque Architecture
Text © Original writers
Photos/Illustrations © Original contributors

The publication of this book is sponsored by Al Fozan Social Foundation 
and Kuwait University Press.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted, 
in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, except brief extracts 
for the purpose of review, without the prior permission in writing of the publisher from Abdullatif Al Fozan Award 
for Mosque Architecture.

The Mosque: a Cross-cultural Building / Editor: Dr Mohammed Alajmi, Dr Hani Al-Huneidi, 
Arch Abdulrahman Lardhi, Arch Sarah Al-Amir, Arch Shoug Karam.
ISBN 978-99906-1-953-9  فهرسة مكتبة الكويت الوطنية
1. Mosques.
2. Mosques--Design and Construction.
3. Mosques--Designs and Plans.
4. Islamic Architecture.
I. Mohammed Alajmi, Dr.
II. Hani M. Al Huneidi, Dr. 
III. Abdulrahman Lardhi, Arch.
VI. Sarah Al-Amir, Arch.
V. Shoug Karam, Arch.

Editors: Dr Mohammed Alajmi, Dr Hani Al-Huneidi, Arch Abdulrahman Lardhi, Arch Sarah Al-Amir, 
Arch Shoug Karam.
Cover Design: Design Committee
Layout Design: Mohamad Barada | Consultant
Contribution: Arch. Abdulrahman Lardhi, Arch. Sarah A-lAmir, Arch. Shoug Karam 
English Proofreading: Mr. Patrick James Mc Garrity
Arabic Proofreading: Mr. Mohammad Saeed El-Ashram

Printed in Kuwait by:
Kuwait University Press



TABLE OF CONTENTS

INTRODUCTION 10

ASPECTS OF CONFERENCE 12

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS 14

CONFERENCE TRACK 1: MOSQUE ARCHITECTURE: BETWEEN GLOBAL CONTEXTS AND LOCAL TRADITIONS 31
المحور الأول للمؤتمر: عمارة المساجد: بين السياقات العالمية والتقاليد المحلية

MOSQUE ARCHITECTURE FOR THE BOSNIAK COMMUNITY IN EUROPE: CHALLENGES OF MODERNITY 32
AUTHOR: AIDA ABADZIC

GARDENS AND LANDSCAPES OF MOSQUES IN THE MODERN WORLD 33
AUHTOR: AMIR HABIBUALLAH

THE MOSQUE AS A POLITICAL PLATFORM 34
AUTHORS: ASEEL RABABAH, AND SHATHA ABU-KHAFAJAH

20 PROJECTS IN 20 YEARS: NEW MILLENNIUM MOSQUES OF RUSSIA 35
AUTHOR: EFIM REZVAN

IMAGINING A REGIONAL IDENTITY: CONTEMPORARY KASHMIRI MOSQUE AS A STUDY 36
AUTHOR: HAKIM SAMEER HAMDANI

OTTOMAN MOSQUES IN BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA BETWEEN CENTRE AND PERIPHERY 39
AUTHOR: HARIS DERVIŠEVIĆ

THE ROLE OF THE BAZAAR MOSQUE IN THE SOCIAL-URBAN FABRIC OF PRISHTINA 40
AUTHORS: KALTRINA THAÇI, GRANIT CENAJ, AND FLORINA JERLIU

CONVERGENCE THROUGH COURTYARDS: SPATIAL IDENTITY AND MEANINGS IN XI’AN’S GREAT MOSQUE 42
AUTHORS: MOHAMMED N. ALAJMI, AND XIAO HU

THE VERNACULAR MOSQUES OF AL-KHABRA (KSA): 
INVESTIGATING URBAN ARCHITECTURAL AND SOCIAL DIMENSIONS 44
AUTHORS: MOHAMMED ALGHAFIS, AND MAGDA SIBLEY

A CRITIQUE OF ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN OF THE JAWATHA MOSQUE IN SAUDI ARABIA 46
AUTHOR: MOHAMMAD SHARIF ZAMI

THE CRAFT OF MIHRAB CARVING IN OMANI MOSQUES BETWEEN 13TH-17TH CENTURIES 48
AUTHOR: DR. NAIMA BENKARI

A UNIVERSAL ART: THE QURANIC INSCRIPTIONS OF CAMBRIDGE CENTRAL MOSQUE 50
AUTHORS: NOHA HUSSEIN, AND PROF. MOHAMED ABDELMONEM

A HISTORY OF THE BOSNIAN MINARET(S) 52
AUTHOR: ROBIN COGNÉE



MOSQUE IN URBAN ENVIRONMENT: 
CONTEMPORARY MOSQUE IN UNPLANNED SETTLEMENT OF SHAHEEN BAGH, DELHI 53
AUTHOR: SHAISTA PERVEEN

MODULAR MOBILE MOSQUE (3M) PROTOTYPE AS SOCIO-CULTURAL INCUBATOR 54
AUTHOR: YOUSEF ABDUL MOHSEN AL-HAROUN

DESIGN GUIDELINES FOR THE CONTEXT OF THE HOLY MOSQUE IN MAKKAH ALMUKARRAMAH 55
AUTHOR: ABDELMOHSEN FARHAT

MOSQUE ARCHITECTURE IN CONTEMPORARY POPULAR CULTURES 56
AUTHOR: MONA HELMY

FUTURE MASJIDS: RETAINING A SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY CULTURE BY GOING BACK TO THE ROOTS OF DESIGN 60
AUTHOR: AMEERA AL HASSAN AND QUSAI ALDUAIJ

61 التفاعل بين التقاليد المحليّة وتفرّد الأسلوب الشخصي: الأعمال المُحتملة للمعمار سِنان في بغداد
المؤلّفان: سمعان مجيد ياس، وحسّان حاج قاسم

63 تحويل الكنائس إلى مساجد: مسجد كتشاوة بالجزائر نموذجاً
المؤلّف: سعيد بوسماحة

65 أغراض النقوش الكتابية التاريخية العربية في الجامع الأعلى بحماة
المؤلّف: سلام الجيجكلي

67 عمارة المساجد في عجمان بين الأصالة والحداثة
المؤلفان: جهاد عوض، وتغريد عوض

CONFERENCE TRACK 2: SPIRITUALITY IN MOSQUE ARCHITECTURE 69
المحور الثاني للمؤتمر: الروحانيات في عمارة المساجد

REDEFINING THE MIHRAB IN THE 21ST CENTURY 70
AUTHORS: ABDULSALAM A. ALSUDAIRI, FAHAD A. ALSHIDDI, AND YAZEED A. ALSHIDDI 

MOSQUE ARCHITECTURAL SPACE: FROM A PHENOMENOLOGY OF SENSES TO MULTIPLE REALITIES 72
AUTHORS: AHMED ABDEL MONEIM AHMED, IBRAHIM MAAROUF AND DINA M.SAADALLAH

SYNTACTIC MEASURES OF SPATIAL EQUITY AND COEXISTENCE: THE CASE OF SHUBRA AND HELIOPOLIS IN CAIRO 74
AUTHORS: HUSAM B. KHALIL, AND AYMAN M. ISMAIL

THE ARCHITECTURE OF MOSQUE BETWEEN DECORATION, FUNCTIONALITY, AND SPIRITUALITY: 
AN OVERVIEW OF NAJD REGION MOSQUE ARCHITECTURE SYNTAX 76
AUTHOR: MOHAMMAD ALNAIM

IMPLEMENTATION OF ISLAMIC VALUES AND PRINCIPLES ON CONTEMPORARY MOSQUE ORNAMENTATION 78
AUTHORS: SITI DALILA MOHD SOJAK, FADHLINA AHMAD TAUFIK, RAJA NAFIDA, AND RAJA SHAHMINAN

IS THE MOSQUE A MALE-DEDICATED BUILDING? A CRITICAL VIEW ON WOMEN PRAYING SPACE 
IN CONTEMPORARY MOSQUE DESIGN 80
AUTHOR: YASSER MEGAHED

83 دور شبكات التجارة في إنتقال الفنون والعمارة في بلاد الإسلام -عمارة المآذن نموذجا
المؤلّف: ابراهيم ابن يوسف

85 استراتيجية السرد في عمارة المساجد المعاصرة - مابين النظرية والتطبيق
المؤلّفون: عبّاس حمزة، شمائل الدبّاغ، وزينب حسين



CONFERENCE TRACK 3: MOSQUE: MULTIPLE DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION TECHNIQUES 87
 المحور الثالث للمؤتمر: المسجد: التقنيات المتعددة للتصميم والبناء

A BIOMIMICRY APPROACH TO IMPROVE INDOOR AIR QUALITY AND PREVENT THE SPREAD 
OF INFECTIOUS DISEASES IN MASJID 88
AUTHORS: RADWA MAHROUS, MOHAMED.ELATTAR, AND ZAINAB.ALJAMILY

EVALUATING DAYLIGHT PERFORMANCE OF THE PRAYER-HALL IN THE GREAT MOSQUE IN HAMA 90
AUTHORS: SALAM AL-JIJAKLI AND SUNDOUS JIJAKLI

ACCESSIBILITY AND SPATIAL INTEGRATION EVALUATION OF MASJID IN SAUDI ARABIA USING SPACE SYNTAX 92
AUTHORS: ABDULSALAM ALI ALSUDAIRI, AFNAN ABDULRAHMAN BAAGIL, MOHAMMED ESSAM SHAAWAT, 
AND BONGWIRNSO UMARU MOHAMMED

THE HIDDEN MATHEMATICS AND GEOMETRY IN FORMATION OF MOSQUE ARCHITECTURE 
AND ITS MORPHOLOGICAL EXPRESSION 94
AUTHOR: SHABAB RAIHAN KABIR

ASSESSMENT OF ENERGY PERFORMANCE OF ADVANCED BUILDING THERMAL INSULATION 
IN THE MOSQUE BUILDINGS 96
AUTHORS: MR. MOHAMMED ABDUL FASI, AND MR. SYED SAMIUDDIN

READAPTATION OF MALAY VERNACULAR CONCEPT FOR INDOOR THERMAL COMFORT 
IN MALAYSIA MODERN MASJIDS 98
AUTHORS: SITI SALWANA BT MOHD NAWAYAI, ZURAINI BT DENAN AND ALIYAH NUR ZAFIRAH BT SANUSI

VERTICAL GARDENS AS A MODERATOR IN MASJID ARCHITECTURE TOWARDS ENHANCING LIFE SATISFACTION 100
AUTHORS: YOMNA A. LOTFI, AND MOHAMMED ELATTAR

MOSQUES OF RAWALPINDI (PAKISTAN): HISTORY AND ARCHITECTURE, 2017-1857 102
AUTHOR: MUJEEB AHMAD

105 الأسس والمعايير التخطيطية والتصميمية المستقبلة للمساجد لتوفير بيئة صحية للسكان
المؤلّف: أحمد سالم

106 معايير تصميمية مقترحة للمساجد للحد من تفشي العدوى، وباء كورونا (covid19) حالة دراسية
المؤلّف: أحمد طومان

108 مصليات النساء: رؤية سلوكية معمارية )دراسة حالة مساجد الأحياء في مدينة الرياض)
المؤلّف: محمد الشريم

CONFERENCE COMMITTEES 111

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 116



THE MOSQUE: A CROSS-CULTURAL BUILDING | 3RD INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON MOSQUE ARCHITECTURE | KUWAIT, 2022 8



المسجد: مبنى عابر للثقافات | المؤتمر الدولي الثالث لعمارة المساجد | الكويت 2022 9



THE MOSQUE: A CROSS-CULTURAL BUILDING | 3RD INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON MOSQUE ARCHITECTURE | KUWAIT, 2022 10

INTRODUCTION

THE MOSQUE: A CROSS-CULTURAL BUILDING

Abdullatif Alfozan Award for Mosque Architecture, in collaboration with the College 
of Architecture at Kuwait University, is presenting the 3rd International Conference on 
Mosque Architecture. This three-day conference that will be held This conference will 
be held under the theme «The Mosque: a Cross-cultural Building» at Sheikh Jaber Al-
Ahmad Cultural Center in Kuwait City from the 14th to the 16th of November 2022. The 
conference aims to discuss mosque architecture between the global context and local 
tradition, the spirituality of mosque architecture, the multiple design techniques, and 
lastly the effects of pandemics on mosque architecture.

This conference brings together many renowned scholars in the field of History, art 
history, arts, architecture, civil engineering, philosophy, and Islamic law. There are forty 
refereed scientific papers for fifty researchers, with the participation of fifteen keynote 
speakers, architects, and scholars. The scientific committee of the conference has 
selected them based on their compelling and thought-provoking insight, publications, 
and projects of mosque architecture around the globe.

Many reasons make the mosque one of the most important buildings in the world. 
So, from a functional perspective, it is where prayers are performed, and from a 
social perspective, it is where Muslims gather to discuss their affairs. From a scientific 
perspective, the mosque was a school for science and knowledge; from the urban 
perspective, it was always in the centers of cities and neighborhoods.

Furthermore, from an architectural perspective, the mosque is the house of beauty, 
the source of creativity, and the generator of ideas. Hence, despite all these different 
factors in time, place, and culture, the mosque maintained its unique entity, thus being 
able to cross cultures and preserve its identity that collected its differences.

Therefore, and based on this, Abdullatif Alfozan Award for Mosque Architecture, in 
collaboration with the College of Architecture at Kuwait University, chose the topic 
The Mosque: Building crosses cultures to be the main topic for the third International 
Conference on Mosque Architecture, and accordingly the scientific committee of this 
conference received about eighty scientific papers from all over the world, then after a 
strict blind reviewal by the scientific committee, only forty papers have been accepted 
within the three main aspects that will be published at conference proceedings book 
and will be presented at the Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Cultural Center in Kuwait City from 
14th to 16th November 2022.

Finally, the Abdullatif Al Fozan Award for Mosque Architecture, Kuwait University, and 
all partners look forward to welcoming you to this three-day conference.

May God bless you in Kuwait.

Executive organizing committee
Kuwait, 14 November 2022
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ASPECTS OF CONFERENCE

Conference Track 1: Mosque Architecture: Between Global Contexts 
                               and Local Traditions 

This track examines many essential and emerging themes of mosque architecture and 
This track examines many essential and emerging themes of mosque architecture and 
the development of mosque architecture between global contexts and local traditions. 
How have mosques attempted to bridge the gap between their architecture and 
communities’ tradition and culture? Mosques in non-Muslim contexts are an increasingly 
challenging architectural issue in addition to charity prototype mosques, another recent 
mosque phenomenon designed and built by Islamic charity organizations around the 
globe, regardless of their local contexts. Within Muslim communities, mosques were 
not the only worship space; there were the Khanaqa, Zawiya, and Khalwa, to mention 
a few, all of which have developed in response to local traditional needs. The following 
points are the themes: 

• Bridging the gap between mosques and communities
• Compatibility of Mosque architecture with urban tissues worldwide 
• Charity mosques: implications of prototype mosques   
• Challenges of mosque architecture in western (non-Muslim) contexts
• Regional variants in mosque architecture 
• Beyond the mosque: diverse spaces of worship 
• Transformation of churches into mosques and vice versa 
 

Conference Track 2: Spirituality in Mosque Architecture

This track examines the relationship between architecture and mosque spirituality. What 
is spirituality in mosque architecture, and how it influences mosque architecture? How 
do sensorial experiences enhance spirituality and worshiping experience in mosque 
design? How do different local contexts provide other spiritual spaces? And what is 
the role of the Quran and calligraphy in enhancing spirituality in mosque design and 
architecture? The following points are the themes: 

• Impact of design elements on worshipper’s experience 
• Sensorial aspects of spirituality in mosque design 
•Historiography of spirituality in mosque architecture 
•Location context and spirituality
•Role of the Quran in mosque spirituality 
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Conference Track 3: Mosque: Multiple Design and Construction Techniques

The third track focuses on mosque architecture›s various designs, construction, and 
new building technologies. The future of mosque architecture appears to be the 
design of sustainable Eco-mosques, and yet the impact of the Covid19- pandemic on 
worshippers› practices presented architects with a new challenge: how to design a 
resilient mosque? The following are the main themes:

• Mosque interiors and ornamentation 
• Sustainability regulations and policies for mosque design and construction
• Eco- Mosque design 
• Mosque architecture and design in the post-Covid19- pandemic era
• The future of mosque design 
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 PANEL DISCUSSION.
 SHORTLISTED MOSQUES OF THE FOURTH CYCLE 
 OF ABDULLATIF ALFOZAN AWARD FOR MOSQUE ARCHITECTURE.

حلقة نقاش
مساجد القائمة القصيرة من الدورة الرابعة لجائزة عبداللطيف الفوزان لعمارة المساجد

AHMED MOUSTAFA

THOMAS MAYERRASEM BADRAN

SARI HANAFI

KASHEF CHOWDHURY
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Haifa Bint Ebrahim Al Khalifa is an Assistant Professor, holding a position of 
Dean of the College of Engineering at University of Bahrain. She received 
her PhD in Architecture in 2017 from Cardiff university and holds a master’s 
degree in Business Administration and bachelor’s degree of science in 
Interior Architecture from Imam Abdurrahman Bin Faisal University. Al 
Khalifa participated in many international conferences and presented 
public lectures in the fields of architectural Islamic studies. She has personal 
interest in the art and traditional architecture of the Arabian Gulf region and 
Arab world. 

 THE CONTEMPORARY MOSQUE.
 OF BAHRAIN AND OMAN-FORM 
 AND.EXPRESSION.

 HAIFA’ AL KHALIFAH
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صالــح الهذلــول: أســتاذ وناقــد فــي مجــال العمــارة والعمــران، لــه اهتمامــات فــي مجــالات 
علــوم المعرفــة، التغيــرات الهيكليــة للمجتمعــات البشــرية، ودراســات استشــراف المســتقبل. 
وهــو مهنــدس معمــاري حاصــل علــى بكالوريــوس العمــارة مــن جامعــة الملــك ســعود بالريــاض 
عــام 1972م، وماجســتير العمــارة فــي التصميــم العمرانــي مــن جامعــة هارفــارد عــام 1975م، 
ودكتوراه الفلســفة في العمارة والدراســات البيئية من معهد ماساشوســتس للتقنية )إم، 
آي، تــي( عــام 1981م. عمــل رئيســاً لقســم العمــارة فــي جامعــة الملــك ســعود بالريــاض بيــن 
عامــي 1981-1984م، ثــم وكيــلًا لــوزارة الشــئون البلديــة والقرويــة لتخطيــط المــدن بالريــاض، 
المملكــة العربيــة الســعودية مــن 1984م حتــى 2004م، وكان مســئولًا عــن إدارة وتوجيــة 
التنميــة المكانيــة علــى المســتوى الوطنــي والإقليمــي والمحلــي فــي كافــة أرجــاء المملكــة. 
شــارك فــي عضويــة العديــد مــن مجالــس إدارة المؤسســات والهيئــات الحكوميــة بالمملكــة 
العمــران منــذ تأسيســها  الفتــرة، كمــا عمــل رئيســاً للجمعيــة الســعودية لعلــوم  تلــك  خــلال 
فــي عــام 1989م حتــى 1993م. شــارك فــي عــدد مــن هيئــات التحكيــم لجوائــز فــي العمــارة 
والتخطيــط منهــا جائــزة الأغاخــان للعمــارة الإســلامية، جائــزة مجلــس وزارء الإســكان العــرب، 
جائــزة منظمــة المــدن العربيــة، جائــزة الأميــر ســلطان بــن ســلمان للتــراث العمرانــي، وجائــزة 
عبــد اللطيــف الفــوزان لعمــارة المســاجد. وصــدر لــه ثلاثــة كتــب وأكثــر مــن 70 مقالــة علميــة 
منشورة في مجال التخطيط والعمارة. يعمل الدكتور الهذلول حالياً أستاذاً غير متفرغ في 
كليــة العمــارة والتخطيــط بجامعــة الملــك ســعود - الريــاض، وعضــوا فــي اللجنــة التنفيذيــة 
لجائــزة عبــد اللطيــف الفــوزان لعمــارة المســاجد و رئيســاً لمجلــس إدارة شــركة صالــح الهذلــول 
للتنميــة. كمــا أنــه مستشــار فــي مجــال العمــارة والعمــران لعــدد مــن الهيئــات والمؤسســات 

العامــة والخاصــة.

 SALEH ALHATHLOUL

 دور المسجد وارتباطه بالمجتمع  دور المسجد وارتباطه بالمجتمع 
في الماضي والحاضر: مسجد البدائع الوسطى،في الماضي والحاضر: مسجد البدائع الوسطى،..

 القصيم، المملكة العربية السعودية القصيم، المملكة العربية السعودية..
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Kishwar Rizvi is Professor of Islamic Art and Architecture at Yale University. 
Her recent publications include The Transnational Mosque: Architecture and 
Historical Memory in the Contemporary Middle East (University of North 
Carolina Press, 2015), for which she was selected as a Carnegie Foundation 
Scholar, and Emotion, and Subjectivity in Early Modern Muslim Empires: 
New studies in Ottoman, Safavid, and Mughal art and culture, editor, (Brill, 
2017). She is the recipient of fellowships from the Alexander von Humboldt 
Foundation as well as the Graham Foundation. Professor Rizvi’s fieldwork 
includes research in several parts of the Middle East, including Turkey, Saudi 
Arabia, Iran, and the United Arab Emirates.

 THE TRANSITIONAL MOSQUE.

 KISHWAR RIZVI
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Hasan-Uddin Khan, Distinguished Professor Emeritus of Architecture & 
Historic Preservation, Roger Williams University, has lived and worked as 
an architect, educator and writer all over the globe. He graduated from the 
Architectural Association, London, in 1972, after which he was in private 
practice in England and Pakistan. He helped set up the Aga Khan Award 
for Architecture in 1977 and was its second Convenor and worked for the 
Aga Khan Trust for Culture as Head of Architecture and Director of Special 
Projects until 1994. He was founder and Editor-in-Chief of the journal Mimar: 
Architecture in Development, and Academic Editor of the International 
Journal of Islamic Architecture. He was Visiting Associate Professor at MIT 
(1994–1999); Visiting Professor at Berkeley in 2000 and 2007; and joined 
Roger Williams University in 1999, retiring from academia in 2020. 

He lectures widely, and is editor/author of ten books – including, The 
Religious Architecture of Islam in two volumes (Co-editor, 2022),  The 
Architecture of Habib Fida Ali (2012), Le Corbusier, Chandigarh and 
The Modern City (co-editor, 2009), The Middle East: 1900-2000 (English 
and Chinese editions, 2001), International Style 1925-1965, (in several 
languages, 1998, paperback 2002, reissued 2009), The Mosque and the 
Modern World, (co-author, 1997), Contemporary Asian Architects (1995) – 
and has over seventy published articles in international journals and books.

 BEYOND REGIONALISM:. 
 TOWARDS A NEW UNIVERSALITY. 
 IN MOSQUE DESIGN.

 HASAN U-DIN KHAN
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Mohammad Gharipour is Professor and Director of the Architecture Program 
at the University of Maryland, USA. He obtained his PhD in architecture at 
Georgia Institute of Technology, USA. He has taught undergraduate and 
graduate courses and design studios at six universities. Prior to joining the 
University of Maryland, he served as a Professor and Graduate Department 
Chair at the School of Architecture and Planning, Morgan State University 
in Baltimore. 
He has received many prestigious awards and grants from major 
organizations, including the Society of Architectural Historians (2008), 
Dumbarton Oaks (2010), National Endowment in Humanities (2015), 
Fulbright-Hays (2016), Foundation for Landscape Studies (2016), Council of 
Educators of Landscape Architecture (2016), American Institute of Architects 
(2018), Fulbright (2019), and National Institute of Health (2020). 
Dr. Gharipour is the director and founding editor of the award-winning 
International Journal of Islamic Architecture (IJIA), the co-founder of the 
Epidemic Urbanism Initiative, and the second vice president of the Society 
of Architectural Historians.

 HISTORY, IDENTITY, AND COMMUNITY: .
 TOWARDS A MORE INCLUSIVE DESIGN 
FOR CONTEMPORARY MOSQUES.

 MOHAMMAD GHARIPUR
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Bernard O’Kane is a professor of Islamic Art and Architecture at The 
American University in Cairo, where he has been teaching since 1980. He 
has also been a visiting professor at Harvard University and the University 
of California at Berkeley. He has authored several books including The 
Mosques of Egypt, The Illustrated Guide to the Museum of Islamic Art in 
Cairo, Timurid Architecture in Khurasan and Mosques: the 100 Most Iconic 
Islamic Houses of Worship. O’Kane is also an avid photographer. He recently 
directed the creation of the The Monumental Inscriptions of Cairo database 
featuring searchable and translated transcriptions of epigraphy on Cairo’s 
historic monuments.

 THE ROLE OF THE ARCHITECT . 
 IN DESIGNING FOR WOMEN .
 IN THE MOSQUE .

 BERNARD O’KANE
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Mr. Ali Shuaibi, a Saudi Arabian architect and planner, is a co-founder of Beeah 
Planners, Architects and Engineers, based in Riyadh, with projects in Saudi 
Arabia, Oman, Yemen, Pakistan and Djibouti. Mr. Shuaibi teaches design at 
King Saud University, and is co-editor of the Urban Heritage Encyclopaedia. 
Several of his projects have received national and international awards, 
including the Al-Kindi Plaza at Hayy Assafarat, the diplomatic quarter in 
Riyadh, which received an Aga Khan Award for Architecture in 1989 and 
the Architectural Project Award of the Organisation of Arab Towns in 1990. 
With Beeah, he is currently at work on the National Museum in Riyadh, 
the Institute of Public Administration in Jeddah, and the Embassy of Saudi 
Arabia in Tunis. Mr. Shuaibi was a member of the 1992 Aga Khan Award for 
Architecture Master Jury and the 1995 Award Steering Committee.

 THE CHANGING CONTEXT. 
 OF URBAN MOSQUES.

 ALI SHUAIBI
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Jacqueline H. Fewkes, PhD, is Professor of Anthropology at the Harriet L. 
Wilkes Honors College of Florida Atlantic University. She received her BA 
inAnthropology from Johns Hopkins University, and her PhD in Anthropology 
from the University of Pennsylvania. Fewkes has conducted research in 
manydifferent parts of the world, including India, Indonesia, the Maldives, 
Saudi Arabia and the United States. In addition to having written many 
journal articles and book chapters on topics such as the cultural significance 
of mosque spaces and digital religion, Fewkes is the author of the books 
Locating Maldivian Women’s Mosques in Global Discourses (2019) and Trade 
and Contemporary Society along the Silk Road: An Ethno-History of Ladakh 
(2008), as well as an editor of the books Anthropological Perspectives on 
theReligious Uses of Mobile Apps (2019), Private Lives, Public Histories: 
An Ethnohistory of the Intimate Past (2020) (with R. Corr) and Muslim 
Communities and Cultures of the Himalayas (2021) (with M.A. Sijapati). Her 
work has been supported by grants and awards from organizations such 
as the United States Library of Congress, Social Science Research Council, 
American Council of Learned Societies, American Historical Association, 
Association for Asian Studies, International Research and Exchanges Board, 
Duke University, and Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars 
Kennan Institute. She is currently the principal investigator for the “American 
Mosques Research Project” an ongoing study about how mosque spaces, 
and their histories, play a significant role in creating a sense of what it means 
to be Muslim in the United States. 

 AN ANTHROPOLOGICAL .
 EXPLORATION OF AMERICAN .
 MOSQUES, THE SACRED .
 AND THE MUNDANE  .

 JACQUELINE FEWKES
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David R. Stroup is a Lecturer of Chinese Politics at the University of 
Manchester. He received his doctorate from the University of Oklahoma in 
August 2017. His current research, drawing on ethnographic and interview 
gathered over the course of a year in China on Fulbright Research grant, 
focuses on how the renegotiation of ethnic boundaries in ethnic Hui 
Muslim communities in the context of urbanization interacts with China’s 
state policies on ethnic and religious identification. He is also developing 
further research on the everyday foundations of populist Islamophobia in 
China. His areas of specialization within the field of comparative politics 
include: nationalism and ethnic politics, everyday ethnicity, the politics of 
authoritarianism, and state-society relations.

 MOSQUE ARCHITECTURE AND.
 SINICIZATION OF ISLAM IN CHINA’S 
HUI COMMUNITIES.

 DAVID R. STROUP
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Dr. Xiao’s research seeks to understand the architectural organizations and 
orders of the modern city in response to the broader cultural, social, political 
and psychological transformation. His current focus is on the problem of 
spatial identity as manifested in architectural and urban settings, with a 
particular emphasis on the East Asian and Middle Eastern context. Other 
main research interests include: non-Western architecture history, sustainable 
design strategies from traditional and vernacular architecture, globalization 
in architectural practice, human behaviors in the built environment, and 
interdisciplinary and cross-cultural architectural education.

 MAKING MUSLIM SPACES IN URBAN.
 CHINA:.
 THE SPATIAL EVOLUTION OF MOSQUE-.
 CENTERED NEIGHBORHOODS IN XI’AN. 
 (1200AD -2020AD).

 XIAO HU
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Conference Track 1

Mosque Architecture
Between Global Contexts 

and Local Traditions

المحور الأول للمؤتمر

عمارة المساجد
بين السياقات العالمية والتقاليد المحلية



THE MOSQUE: A CROSS-CULTURAL BUILDING | 3RD INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON MOSQUE ARCHITECTURE | KUWAIT, 2022 32

The construction of modern Islamic, religious and cultural centres is one of 
the increasingly present architectural themes in Western Europe. In their 
visual identity and basic design principles, these centres seek to harmonise 
the recognizable elements of the vernacular cultural and historical heritages 
with the environment of contemporary life. 

In recent years, the Bosniak community in various European countries has 
been ever more confronted with this open question. The topic brings together 
complex social, political, and cultural issues related to the representation of 
the religious and national identities of a minority ethnic/national group within 
the wider globalisation processes. As growingly present in some European 
countries, the issue of attitudes towards Islam has recently become particularly 
sensitive. The international architectural competition for the project of the 
Islamic religious and cultural centre for the (dominantly) Bosniak community 
in Ljubljana, Slovenia, was evaluated by the public as the most important 
European architectural competition in 2011. 

The paper will analyse the modalities of dynamic understanding and define 
the concepts of Islamic art and architecture and contemporary mosque 
architecture in Europe where mosques become multifunctional centres 
with religious and socio-cultural context of wider importance. The paper 
will focus on the mosque architecture for Bosniak communities, within 
the time frame that stretches from the construction of the Islamic Cultural 
Centre in Zagreb / Croatia (1987) to the recently opened Islamic Religious 
and Cultural Centre in Ljubljana / Slovenia (2019). The Ljubljana project 
was awarded the 2020 Plečnik Award, which is given for the greatest 
successes in shaping the Slovenian environment as well as the European 
cultural environment. Special emphasis will be given to the Islamic Religious 
and Cultural Centre in Ljubljana and the analysis of its formal and stylistic 
determinants, including their harmonisation with the models and patterns 
of traditional architecture on one hand and with the challenges imposed by 
the necessity of integration into local environments and search for a new 
style on the other. 

MOSQUE ARCHITECTURE FOR THE 
BOSNIAK COMMUNITY IN EUROPE: 
CHALLENGES OF MODERNITY

Author: Aida Abadzic 

Abstract
Aida Abadzic Hodzic 
Chair of Art History, Faculty of Philosophy 
in Sarajevo

Aida Abadzic Hodzic is a Full Professor at the 
Chair of Art History, Faculty of Philosophy in 
Sarajevo.  She graduated from the Faculty 
of Philosophy in Zagreb (Art History, French 
Language, and Literature) and was awarded 
a Ph.D. from Sarajevo University in 2008. 
Post-doctoral research at the Universities of 
Heidelberg, Graz, and Berlin.

She has curated a large number of exhibitions 
of modern and contemporary Bosnian 
art and young artists, both in Bosnia and 
abroad. She is the author of six books, ten 
art monographs, and more than a hundred 
articles in professional journals, periodicals, 
and art catalogs. She is also editor-in-chief of 
the first Bosnia and Herzegovina magazine 
for contemporary visual art, criticism and 
theory, Vizura.  Abadzic Hodzic was a 
national coordinator of the project Bauhaus: 
Networking Ideas and Practices (Baunet) 
within the EU Culture Program (2011–15) 
and one of the national coordinators for the 
celebration of Bauhaus Centenary for SE 
Europe.  
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Islamic gardens are a key component in the design of Islamic religious 
facilities such as mosques, a sacred place for praying and a sign of Muslim 
identity in the built environment. Throughout history, many great mosques 
were built around the Islamic world, some with garden courtyards. For 
example, the Great Mosque of Cordoba (9th century) has an open courtyard 
planted with fruit trees. Similarly, the Mosque of Seville (built 1172-82) has a 
garden with a large central water fountain. Today, hundreds of mosques are 
being constructed in many regions of the world. Various clients—including 
governments, public and commercial institutions, and private individuals—
commission mosques with different intentions. Discussions on mosques 
have dominated the research on Islamic architecture since the early 20th 
century. Prior and current research has thoroughly investigated the past and 
present history, theory, design approaches, and technology of mosques in 
the Islamic world and beyond. However, little scholarly attention has been 
given to the gardens associated with religious architecture in the modern 
period. In this paper, I will explore modern and contemporary case studies 
of gardens and landscapes associated with religious institutions, more 
specifically mosques and Islamic centers in the Islamic world as well as 
non-Islamic countries where Muslim communities have been established. 
In particular, I will discuss the role of patrons and designers in forming the 
identity and meaning of the mosque and its garden across cultures.

GARDENS AND LANDSCAPES 
OF MOSQUES IN THE MODERN 
WORLD 

Author: Amir Habibuallah  

Abstract
Amir Habibullah 
Assistant Professor of history and theories 
of landscape Architecture, King Abdulaziz 
University

Dr. Amer Habibullah is an assistant professor 
of history and theories of landscape 
Architecture. He received his Ph.D. in 
Landscape Architecture from the University of 
Illinois Urbana-Champaign, USA. His current 
research focuses on contemporary Islamic 
architecture, gardens, and landscapes. 

Dr. Habibullah has over ten years of 
professional experience in urban design 
and landscape planning. He has received 
several professional and academic awards 
in architectural design and landscaping. 
He currently serves as the president of the 
Saudi Society of Landscape Architecture and 
a member of the higher strategic planning 
committee at the faculty of Architecture and 
Planning at King Abdulaziz University. 
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Mosques have always been a physical tool to represent political power 
due to their role in Muslim societies as it is directly connected to Islam’s 
greatest pillar. Therefore, Islamic leaders have politically exploited Mosques 
to represent their legitimacy. Great attention was given to the physical 
presentation of Mosques to convey Islamic power. At the beginning of the 
21st century, an orientation against Islam’s physical presentation took place 
specifically after the calamity of September 11th. After the calamity, hate 
crimes against any Islamic presentation swept the world. Islam is promoted 
as barbaric, naïve, and a religion supportive of terrorism. 

Moreover, the recent political circumstances in the Middle East increased 
the migration phenomenon to Europe, which created a significant rise in 
the Muslim population. The massive rise of Muslim communities in Western 
countries creates a need to reconnect the Mosque with the Western physical 
context; this great need can be seen in Western Muslims’ calls for focusing 
on Mosques’ primary role at the time of Mosque phobia. Therefore, 
Western Muslims and Mosque designers started to re-introduce Western 
Mosques in more contemporary forms. The re-introduction of Mosques in 
the contemporary situation can be achieved through three approaches: a 
traditional Mosque, a Partly deviated Mosque, and a deviated Mosque.

THE MOSQUE AS A POLITICAL 
PLATFORM

Author: Asseel Rababah, and Shatha Abu-Khafajah 

Abstract
Aseel Rababah 
Part-time lecturer, Yarmouk University

Aseel Rababah, graduated as an architect 
in 2017 from Al Al-Bayt University, Jordan, 
gained her master’s degree in architecture in 
2021 from the Hashemite University, Jordan. 
her research interest is oriented towards 
the Islamic architecture and the triangular 
relationship between politics, religion, and 
architecture. she is currently working as a part-
time lecturer at Yarmouk university, Jordan. 

Shatha Abu-Khafaja
Associate Professor, department 
of Architectural Engineering, Hashemite 
University

Shatha Abu-Khafajah graduated as an 
architect from the University of Jordan in 
1997. She specialized in documentation and 
conservation of archaeological heritage while 
doing her master’s degree in archaeology. 
Her PhD in cultural heritage management 
from Newcastle University, acquired in 
2007, enabled her to synthesise architecture 
and archaeology with special interest in 
establishing a sustainable approach to 
heritage management in the Arab region that 
is community-based and context-oriented. 
She is currently an associate professor in the 
department of architectural engineering at 
the Hashemite University in Jordan. She is the 
winner of the 2019 CBRL best article prize. 
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The report focuses on the largest mosques in Russia (20 projects with a 
capacity over 1,000 people) built between 1999 and 2019 in various regions 
of the country either with a predominantly Muslim population (Chechnya, 
Tatarstan, Bashkortostan, Dagestan, Ingushetia, Karachay-Cherkessia), or in 
the predominantly Russian regions (Moscow, Samara, the Rostov region). 
The rise of these projects was the result of the new administrative and 
financial capabilities of the Russian Muslims, the assertion of their religious 
and national identity and even some rivalry between the Islamic regions of 
the country.

The strengthening of ties with co-religionists around the world, large 
historical and cultural projects supported by the Federal centre were of 
prime importance also. The stylistic diversity of mosque architecture is the 
result of the history and taste preferences of the inhabitants of the respective 
Russian regions, as well as the results of international cooperation. The 
implementation of construction projects of this kind is closely connected 
with political processes both in Russia as a whole and in the Muslim regions 
of the country.

20 PROJECTS IN 20 YEARS: NEW 
MILLENNIUM MOSQUES OF RUSSIA 

Author: Efim Rezvan    

Abstract
Efim Rezvan 
Director of the St. Petersburg Museum 
of Islamic culture

Prof., Dr. Sc. Efim A. Rezvan (born 1957), 
Director of the St. Petersburg Museum of 
Islamic culture, Editor-in-Chief of “Manuscripta 
Orientalia, International Journal for Oriental 
MSS Research”, director of the International 
Center for Islamic Studies at Kunstkamera 
Museum), author of 14 monographs and 
more than 300 scholarly works published in 
the Russian, English, Arabic, French, German, 
Japanese, Italian, Uzbek, Finnish, Chinese 
and Persian languages. Since 2006 he is 
honorable professor of the UNESCO Chair 
for inter-religious dialogue for inter-cultural 
understanding (Saint-Petersburg). He is 
Editor-in-chief and head of the Editorial board 
of several scientific series, published since 
2000, member of editorial boards of a number 
of Russian and foreign scientific journals, 
and organizer of a number of international 
scientific conferences. He has lectured in 
several Russian and foreign universities, 
organized series of historical expeditions in 
Central Asia, Arabia, India, Far East and Africa. 
He is also the UNESCO/ICOM expert trainer 
(“Museum Management — XXI century”) 
and Member of Alfozan Award International 
Master Jury (3rd Cycle). 
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The Islamic religious architecture of Kashmir is a material witness to the 
syncretic cultural traditions linked with Islam in this northern most part of South 
Asia. The architectural proclivities associated with this tradition are represented 
by a vast outpouring of religious buildings: khānaqāh, shrine and importantly 
mosques. Mostly constructed in wood, these buildings are an important cultural 
link between native building traditions pre-dating the advent of Muslim rule 
in the region in fourteenth century and cultural exchanges between Kashmir 
and the Turko-Persianate world thereafter. The materiality of these historical 
mosques is the most visible material manifestation of a transcendent Kashmiri 
identity which transcends the established non-native building traditions linked 
with Muslim faith as seen in the rest of South Asia.

However, the march towards modernity and globalization during the last century 
has resulted in an erosion of this native architectural tradition. In a search for a 
pan-Islamic architectural form, Kashmiri mosques are being constructed in a 
non-native architectural idiom: with domes and minarets. These new mosques, 
which are alien to the historical landscape of the region are a conscious 
attempt at visually integrating with a homogenous vision of an Islamic religious 
architecture, ignoring the peculiarities of the regions own native architectural 
traditions. The paper contrasts the narrative of native identity as represented 
by historical Kashmiri mosques with religious spaces being constructed today. 
It seeks to examine the reasons for this architectural ‘otherness’ and what this 
loss means both for the region and as a part of wider architectural debate 
surrounding change, continuity, and context.

IMAGINING A REGIONAL IDENTITY: 
CONTEMPORARY KASHMIRI 
MOSQUE AS A STUDY

Author: Hakim Sameer Hamadani 

Abstract
Hakim Sameer Hamadani

Hakim Sameer Hamdani is Design Director 
at INTACH Kashmir, whose primary area of 
research is in the field of Islamic religious 
Architecture of South Asia. He has widely 
written on the Muslim material culture of 
Kashmir. His major conservation projects in 
addition to the Mughal Gardens of Kashmir 
(17th century), include the Reconstruction 
of 18th century wooden Sufi shrine of Pir 
Dastgeer Saheb (2020–12) and Conservation 
of Aali Masjid at Eidgah, Srinagar (2007)— 
both of which were longlisted for the Aga 
Khan Award for Architecture. He oversaw 
the successful nomination of Srinagar city on 
the UNESCO Creative Cities Network, 2021. 
His book based on his doctoral research, 
The Syncretic Traditions of Islamic Religious 
Architecture of Kashmir (Early 14th - 18th 
Century) was published by Routledge in 
March 2021. He is forthcoming book, Shi’ism 
in Kashmir: A history of Sunni’ Shia rivalry 
and reconciliation,  is being published by I 
B Tauris (January , 2023). He is also editing 
a book on Mughal Gardens of Kashmir for 
INTACH, Kashmir, which also draws from his 
research as Aga Khan fellow in Islamic Art and 
Architecture (2021-22) at MIT, Cambridge.
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The most surveys of Ottoman mosques architecture focus on Istanbul and its 
surroundings, ignoring the rest of the Ottoman territories, in our case Bosnia 
and Herzegovina. The Ottoman mosques in Bosnia and Herzegovina, the 
Empire’s most western province, were given the label of provincialism and 
less important. They are usually divided in two typology groups: mosques 
with a dome and pitched roof mosques, usually seen as mere copies of 
Istanbul mosques. After applying centre-periphery model to Ottoman 
mosques in Bosnia and Herzegovina, the complexity of issue is obvious. It 
testifies that Bosnian mosque architecture was not inspired by Ottoman art 
only, but also by the local heritage and western art. This paper tries to give 
the answer to the right approach within centre-periphery model, offering 
new categorization of the Bosnian-Herzegovinian mosques.

OTTOMAN MOSQUES IN BOSNIA 
AND HERZEGOVINA BETWEEN 
CENTRE AND PERIPHERY

Author: Haris Dervišević    

Abstract
HARIS DERVIŠEVIĆ 
Assistant professor of Islamic Art History 
at the University of Sarajevo, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina.

Assistant professor of Islamic Art History 
at the University of Sarajevo, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. He teaches at University of 
Sarajevo and University of Džemal Bijedić in 
Mostar. His research focuses on Islamic art in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina. He has participated 
in national and international projects and is 
currently involved in Under the Sky of Cheerful 
Faith –Islam and Europe in the Bosnian 
experience (Bosnia), and Islamic Architecture 
and Orientalizing Style in Habsburg Bosnia, 
1878-1918(Austria). His works have been 
published in scientific and popular journals, 
daily, weekly, and online magazines. He is co-
editor of the Proceedings of the International 
Symposium Islamic Art in Boin Bosnia and 
Herzegovina and coo-author of the book 40 
Bosnian and Herzegovinian Mushafs. He was 
director of the 2nd Sarajevo Ramazan Festival–
Festival of Islamic Art and Culture. Dervišević 
received Best in Heritage Travel Fellowship 
and The Hamadbin Khalifa Travel Fellowship. 
He is a member of the International Council on 
Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS), International 
Council of Museums (ICOM), Historians of the 
Islamic Art Association (HIAA), Council of the 
Congress of Bosniak Intellectuals (VKBI), and 
the Parent Council of Preporod, the Bosniak 
Association for Culture.
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The Bazaar Mosque (Çarshi Mosque) marks the beginning of the Ottoman 
architecture in the city of Prishtina. The foundations of this mosque were 
laid in 1389 by Sultan Bayezid, while its construction was completed in 
1440 by Fatih Sultan Mehmet. Considered as one of the oldest mosques in 
Kosovo, it is also encountered in historic documents as the Stone Mosque, 
as it was completely built by stones, including its minaret. Being located 
in the western edge of the Bazaar (destroyed after the WWII) this mosque 
also played an important role in the shaping of the new social-urban fabric 
of Prishtina. 

Its physical transformations started since 1902, when Sultan Abdul Hamid 
II added the two-level porch inspired by western classical architecture. 
This historic period marks the early modernization of the city; a dozen of 
landmarks were built and many were physically transformed. With this last 
intervention in the mosque, the new administrative complex in Prishtina 
(Bazaar Mosque along with few new administrative buildings among, which 
is the Kosovo National Museum, former administrative military court), 
acquired the representative features of the neoclassical spirit in urbanism 
and architecture. 

In 2012 the Stone Mosque lost some of its values as a result of new conservation 
works. The significant classical porch that heralded the modernization 
tendencies in the city, was replaced by a new three-domes concrete porch, 
thus wiping an important milestone in the history of the capital city Prishtina 
(also former center of the Vilayet of Kosovo). Its degradation continued 
throughout years, since not only was it never fully conserved, but it was left in 
an abandoned state, as a prey of vandalism and neglect, covering its pristine 
beauty by the unpleasant scaffolding even nowadays. 

This paper aims to draw out the importance of the Bazaar mosque, in terms 
of urban-social-cultural developments in the city of Prishtina, starting from 
its erection until its abandonment. Moreover, it will analyze the causes and 
effects of the current state of degradation of this mosque. Finally, this study 
will come up with recommendations on how to properly conserve and adapt 
this landmark building, once a starting point of the construction of the city’s 
traditional bazaar.

THE ROLE OF THE BAZAAR 
MOSQUE IN THE SOCIAL-URBAN 
FABRIC OF PRISHTINA

Author: Kaltrina Thaçi, Granit Cenaj, Florina Jerliu  

Abstract
Kaltrina Thaçi
Teaching Assistant at the Faculty 
of Architecture, University of Prishtina/ 
Program Manager at CHwB Kosova

Kaltrina Thaçi is a conservation architect with 
a diverse experience in various projects of 
conservation, adaptive reuse, management, 
and interpretation of cultural heritage sites. 
She has been working at the organization 
Cultural Heritage without Borders Kosovo 
since January 2012 as a Program Manager. 
She is also a Teaching Assistant at the Faculty 
of Architecture, University of Prishtina. Kaltrina 
holds the title of Doctor of Technical Sciences 
at the University of Technology in Vienna. 
She graduated at the University of Prishtina, 
Faculty of Civil Engineering and Architecture 
and then completed the postgraduate studies 
in 2011 at Kingston University London and was 
awarded MSc with merit in Historic Building 
Conservation. Prior to working at CHwB 
Kosovo, Kaltrina was engaged as an external 
architect by the Ministry of Culture and 
worked at the Ministry of Environment and 
Spatial Planning. Kaltrina is the coordinator for 
ICOMOS (NC) group of Kosovo and ICOMOS 
emerging professional for the country, 
and until recently she acted as Country 
Coordinator for Interpret Europe. 
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Florina Jerliu
Associate Professor at the University 
of Prishtina “Hasan Prishtina”
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As one of the earliest mosques in China, the Great Mosque of Xi’an (also 
known as the Huajuexiang Mosque) was built in 742 AD and has undergone 
multiple reconstructions. It is an active place of worship for local Muslims 
while serving as a popular tourist site for non-Muslim visitors. Unlike 
mosques in other countries, this mosque has maintained strong Chinese 
architecture traditions such as timber frame structures, curved roofs and 
wooden ornaments. The building layout, derived from courtyard-style 
residential architecture, consists of five courtyards along a long east-west 
axis. The presence of Islamic elements such as the orientation towards 
Mecca, Arabic calligraphies, and the prayer hall are well incorporated into 
the whole complex. In short, the Great Mosque of Xi’an is an excellent 
example of combing traditional Chinese architectural forms with Islamic 
religious activities. 

As a worship place, mosques establish a meaningful relationship between 
people and a given environment to identify and orient people’s faith and 
beliefs by physical symbols and their meaning of social-cultural behaviors. 
This paper examines the spatial meanings of courtyards of the Great 
Mosque of Xi’an by analyzing how the courtyards, a form of traditional 
residential architecture, was transformed into a meaningful Islamic symbol. 
Specifically, this paper uses courtyards at the Great Mosque of Xi’an as a 
case to demonstrate how different cultural meanings were presented and 
converged together through physical spaces by the spatial articulation of 
religious activities and the functions. 

The findings will bring a better understanding of a unique mosque architecture 
that is characterized by architectural forms different from the mainstream 
Islamic world but still performing the same purposes and activities.
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Vernacular mosque architecture in the Islamic world is a growing research 
field, but few studies have explored this in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
(KSA), and the Arabian Peninsula in general. Vernacular mosques have 
never been considered from point of view of their previous users. This paper 
presents for the first time the vernacular architecture of the two mosques in 
Al-Khabra heritage settlement in Al-Qassim region and analyses their urban 
role and associated social and cultural practices. 

A sample of eight previous residents from the older generation of Al-Khabra 
Settlement (who lived in the settlement before its population moved out 
in the 1991) were interviewed in the summer of 2020. The semi-structured 
interviews were aimed at collecting valuable data about their experiences 
and memories of spatial practices of the two mosques. 

Aside from early description of vernacular mosques in Saudi Arabia were 
provided by Western travellers (King 1978, 1980). However, very few studies 
have been conducted since then on the vernacular mosques of Saudi Arabia, 
indicating a historical lack of interest among local scholars concerning their 
indigenous culture and traditions. However, there has been a recent renewal 
of interest is such heritage as indicated by the published studies of El-
Johary (2008); Schiettecatte et al. (2019); Mahmoud (2021). The most recent 
initiative in that of Al-Fouzan Award established in 2014. The initiative of Al 
Fouzan is therefore addressing a real gap. No studies have been found on 
the social and cultural practices associated with the vernacular mosques. 

This paper addresses this gap as it investigates the lived experience of 
vernacular mosques in Saudi Arabia based on the memories of previous 
residents who used to live in heritage settlements where these mosques 
are located in the previous local residents of Al-Khabra, who are still 
alive and have been contacted by the researcher with the assistance of 
the Municipality of Al-Khabra. These considerations raise the following 
questions: what are the specificities of the vernacular mosque architecture 
of Al-Khabra as compared to other mosques in other mud brick settlements 
in centre KSA? How can the mosque inform future plans for the rehabilitation 
and restoration of historical mosques in the region or even new mosques by 
reproducing certain specific elements that are specific to the region? What 
was the historical role of the structures in local society, and what is their 
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contemporary relevance? What are the contemporary challenges facing the 
reconstruction or rehabilitation of existing mosques in the KSA? 

This research studies the architectural typology and history of two mosques 
of Al-Khabra village, looking at behavioural aspects which have not been 
considered in terms of the role of the mosque as a kind of thermal comfort 
refuge during extreme heat. Closer familiarity of researchers with researched 
issues concerning local environments generally yields more in-depth results 
to understand complicated perceptions and performance under certain 
circumstances, especially with regard to occupant behaviours and other 
socio-cultural, physical and environmental attributes.

Professor Magda Sibley 
Welsh School of Architecture, Cardiff 
University.

Madga is an architect with 25 years 
experience in full time academia, teaching 
and researching Architecture. She held 
permanent positions at various Russell 
Group UK Universities in the UK and joined 
the Welsh School of Architecture at Cardiff 
University on 1 February 2019. She has 
established an international reputation 
through multidisciplinary research on Urban 
and Architectural Heritage in North African 
and the Middle Eastern cities with a focus on 
courtyard housing and public bathhouses. 
Her research received funding form the EU, 
AHRC, EPSRC and British Academy, totalling 
almost half a million pounds of external 
funding. Her recent research activities span 
History and Theory of Architecture and 
Environmental Design with a focus on energy 
transition in heritage settings. This has led to 
the development of her innovative design of 
a hybrid vernacular/high-tech component for 
lighting windowless spaces, shortlisted for the 
Clean-Tech Award. Her international research 
expertise on heritage public bathhouses 
in Mediterranean countries has led to my 
involvement as a consultant for the United 
Nations Development Programme (UNDP) for 
the rehabilitation of two 14th Century heritage 
bathhouses in Old Jerusalem. 



THE MOSQUE: A CROSS-CULTURAL BUILDING | 3RD INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON MOSQUE ARCHITECTURE | KUWAIT, 2022 46

There are considerable numbers of historic mosque structures spreading all 
over the Eastern Province of Saudi Arabia that represent the rich architectural 
heritage of the Kingdom. Unfortunately, a number of heritages especially 
historic mosques were destroyed in the past century. One must recognize 
and appreciate the importance of conserving their architectural heritage. The 
Saudi Arabian authorities may need to expedite its initiatives to save and 
preserve its architectural heritages in their original design and inspire future 
generation whom will respect with pride their national history and culture. 
This paper presents the conservation of Jawatha Mosque as a case study. 
The mosque is situated at Al-Ahsa in Hofuf and is considered as the oldest 
in the Hajar region. It was constructed in the year of seven Hijri (628 AD) and 
the first mosque to hold Friday prayer next to the prophet’s mosque in Al-
Madina. Most of the mosque’s original structure has been lost and its remains 
were in danger of disintegration. However, the Jawatha Mosque site was still 
used for daily prayers. Therefore, the mosque was decided to be conserved 
and currently the newly built mosque is used for prayers beside a popular 
tourist attraction. It is unclear whether the newly conserved Jawatha Mosque 
representing its original architectural design or not. 

This case study is aimed to investigate and analyse on its structure, 
construction techniques, function, architectural design, and style. To 
achieve the aim of the paper author adopted Case Study Methodology 
whereby several research methods were applied, such as, desktop survey, 
in-depth interview, sketch and photography. According to the in-depth 
interview carried out in this study the architectural style adopted of the 
conserved Jawatha Mosque was based on Department of Antiquities’ best 
judgment and imagination. Therefore, it is very difficult to conclude whether 
the Jawatha Mosque was conserved or restored following its original 
architectural design.
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In spite its richness, the corpus of published research about the Islamic 
architecture presents some gaps of knowledge about the architecture of the 
peoples who lived in the lands ruled by Muslims. Similarly, the dynamics of 
influence that might have operated between the “monumental” architecture 
in these lands and their popular architectures are insufficiently addressed. 
Furthermore, the material culture related to the Islamic civilization suffers 
from some geographic and chronologic gaps. The present research aims 
to contribute to med this gap by providing new knowledge about the 
traditional mosque architecture in Oman. More specifically, it will formulate 
some interpretations regarding the origins and development process of 
the practice of Mihrabs decoration in Oman between the 13th and 17th 
centuries. A total of 22 of such Mihrabs has been identified to have been 
the only remaining examples of this tradition in Oman. The paper presents 
the outcomes of a systematic survey and analysis of the architecture and 
artistic features of these Mihrabs and the mosques where they are located. 
The mosques and their Mihrabs are presented within their historic and 
geographic contexts, before discussing the emergence of the craft of 
Mihrab carving in Oman, its origins, sources of influences and the main 
artisans known to have professed it. Ultimately, the discussion will address 
the uniqueness of this craft in a context like Oman if the 13th to 17th century 
and its parallels with similar crafts in the Muslim lands in the same periods.
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Since as early as the Dome of the Rock, Quranic inscriptions have been 
considered  usual elements in mosque architecture. Its significance lies in 
three main aspects: its content, in its association with the words of God; its 
calligraphic form, which is considered the noblest of all Islamic arts; and its 
location within the architecture of mosques. Today’s architecture of mosques 
has witnessed tremendous changes in its concepts, elements, and designs. 
These changes have further questioned and challenged the perception and 
use of Quranic inscriptions in mosques. Interesting examples of the use 
of Quranic inscriptions could now be observed in mosques built in areas 
that constitute populations of different backgrounds, both cultural and 
religious. Cambridge central mosque which was completed on 2019 and 
has recently installed its last calligraphic panel, provides a good example of 
a mosque built within a context of diverse community members, not only 
among the surrounding Muslim community, but also on the level of the local 
community as a whole. The diverse, as well as the intellectual nature of 
the residents of the historical and cosmopolitan city of Cambridge, have 
seemed to affect many aspects of the mosque art and architecture. From 
its garden to the smallest patterns, the mosque seems to relate not just 
to Islamic universal principles but also to the local English context. In spite 
of its modern and unique architecture, the mosque design incorporated 
a number of calligraphic material of Quranic inscriptions, on both the 
mosque’s exterior and interior. The diverse choice of content, location and 
form of these verses, reflects the mosque design, its purpose and message 
which is conveyed not just to the congregation but to the passers-by, visitors 
and users from the local community. This paper aims to study the artistic 
and architectural aspects related to the Quranic inscriptions of Cambridge 
central mosque, revealing the universal factors that have affected their 
design and implementation decisions.
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The minaret is a core element of a mosque. Although not liturgically and 
architecturally mandatory, it has become over the centuriesa traditional 
and emblematic feature ofmany mosques all over the world. Bosnia 
and Herzegovina (hereafter BiH) is no exception to the rule. Since its 
introduction during the Ottoman era (beginning in the region in the middle 
of the XVth century), the minaret has been an integral part of the Bosnian 
landscape. It hassincegone (and is still going) through manyarchitectural 
and formalvariationsand changes, owing either to the local building 
capacities, traditions, materials,climatic conditions/constraints,or to some 
foreign Islamicandregional Christian influences, not without forgetting the 
global and modernist tendenciesaffecting the entireIslamic world in terms 
of mosque architecture.In this paper, I willfirstpresent a typology of the 
different types of minarets that can be found inBiH, describing their main 
characteristics, shapesand specificities,as well as the variousmaterials and 
techniques used in their construction,and the architectural novelties that 
have been contributing to change their structure and aspect.Indeed,the 
originalprevalence of the wooden minaretin BiH (except forHerzegovina, 
where the stone minaret wasalwayspredominant)has been replaced–
since the XIXth and especially the XXth century –by brick,stone, or 
concrete minarets.The estheticunpretentiousnessof the initial minarets, 
theirharmonious inclusion in the urban/rural fabric as well as the quality 
oftheirdesign,arebeingmore and moreunderminedin favor ofvisually-striking, 
redundantand sometimes proportionatelydubious experimentations.I will 
thengo through the functionandsymbolicsof the minaret in BiH, first of all as an 
architectural component (usually distinguishing a centralmosque–džamija–
where the Friday prayers are performed,from a smaller neighbourhood/
hamlet mosque –mesdžid–where Friday prayers are not performed), then 
as a spatial, religious and sometimes political marker, especially in the 
damagedand contestedpost-warBosnian countryside.Finally, I will address 
the troubled historical path of the minaret in the region, as it has oftenbeen 
the target of damage and destruction, as a victim of several Natural, urban 
and war incidences.
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Evolving since the medieval times and taking up the most strategic location 
within the settlement, the Mosque has defined the location, layout, grain 
and movement patterns of the city and its component. The current 
developments of contemporary mosque can be very well understood at 
two scales, 1. The existences of the mosque as a building typology 2. Its 
role and influence in making the social and physical structure of the city. The 
developments of mosque and its existence in India has taken a new path 
in the 21st century, depending on their location and context, designed in 
planned settlements and constructed in unplanned settlements. The case 
of unplanned settlements dominated by muslim population is even more 
interesting considering its dependency on its community.

One such settlement being Shaheen Bagh has undergone tremendous 
changes in the past decades and has been proven a strong hold for the 
community where mosque has played a dominant role.

The aim of the paper is to analyze the role of the contemporary mosque in 
the Urban environment of Shaheen Bagh, its development and making of 
its social and physical structure. Different cases of the mosque are studied 
for its effect on Urban environment of Shaheen Bagh, leading to multiple 
factors that govern the development of mosque in the current times in 
an unplanned settlement. In addition, the paper explores the changing 
emphases of the contemporary mosque relating to places of worship, 
as these have shifted from solely religious structures to multifunctional 
building typology. The intent of this research is to look at Mosque as 
building typology, an integral component of urban layout, which defines 
the spatiality, form and function of a precinct and its neighbourhood.

Through an interpretation of views into contemporary mosque architecture, 
the research aspires to explore a path for the development of contemporary 
mosque architecture that builds upon re-visiting the mosque existence 
within the unplanned settlement of Shaheen Bagh urban fabric to explore 
the possibilities embedded within its complexities.
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This study explores an under researched part of contemporary Islamic 
architecture. It presents a new approach to design Mosques that serve 
people impacted from environmental disasters, displaced from wars, and 
other unforeseen events. The Mosque becomes a place of worship, of hope, 
in transition as people reflect from the world around them. The method 
employed for this study is ‘research through design’, which is a process of 
design that allows new insights, knowledge, practices and final product 
to come into being. The proposed Mosque prototype design is a simple 
rectangle with a courtyard inspired by the Prophet Muhammed’s (PBUH) 
Mosque in AlMadinah that allows for multiple spatial variations. Customized 
container like units are placed together like a puzzle. It is a self-sustaining 
entity that employs every element with a sustainable function such as a 
solar minaret uses solar panels for energy and an inverse tent structure 
collects rainwater. Moreover, local attributes are assimilated into the design 
as needed to reflect regional identity and foster social relationships and 
community bonds. This research contributes to knowledge by advancing 
the current state of Mosque designs for humanitarian relief areas and stands 
as a prospective model for universal applications to elevate the quality of 
places of worship where they need it most.
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MOSQUE PROTOTYPE FOR 
HUMANITARIAN RELIEF AREAS 
AND REFUGEE CAMPS

Author: Yousef Abdul Mohsen Al-Haroun  

Abstract
Dr. Yousef Al-Haroun 
Department of Architecture, Kuwait University 
& Founder of Illuminate Architectural office

Dr. Yousef AbdulMohsen Al-Haroun graduated 
from Tulane University in the United States 
and continued to earn his PhD in Architecture 
from the University of Sheffield in the 
United Kingdom. He currently is in the 
faculty and teaches at the department of 
architecture, Kuwait University. At the same 
time manages his own architectural office 
Illuminate (design + build) founded in 2008. 
Dr. Al-Haroun’s expertise lies in sustainability 
and contemporary vernacular architecture 
where his approach uses mixed methods to 
explore the potential to assimilate vernacular 
elements into contemporary design as 
means to promote a more sustainable built 
environment. He has authored several books 
and published many papers related to Kuwait’s 
housing, Mosques, and urban architectural 
phenomena. Dr. Al-Haroun also has a column 
in AlQabas newspaper where he discusses 
many important issues and advocates for 
better understanding and appreciation of 
architecture and design.
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Prof. Abdelmohsen M. Farahat

• Born in Alexandria, Egypt 1946
•  Bachelor in Architecture, Cairo Univ 1968
•  Diploma of Higher Studies in Arch., Cairo 

Univ 1972
•  Master of Landscape Architecture, Univ 
   of Georgia, USA (also a Teaching Assistant) 
   1976
•  Doctorate of Environmental Design 
   and Planning, Virginia Tech., USA 
   (also a Lecturer) 1980
•  More than 40 publications in Env. Design & 

researches in Art, and two published books. 
1976 till now

•  Assistant Prof., Assoc. Prof. & Full Professor, 
in the Faculty of Env. Design, KAAU. 
Faculty member, Chairman of the Landsc. 
Arch. Dept, Coordinator of the Sch. of Env. 
Design, KAAU 1978 to 2016

•  Several projects  in Architecture, Landscape 
Architecture and Urban Design, including 
more than 10 international awards 

   (in addition to local prizes), professional 
   and academic. 1968 till now
•  Public Art projects, integrated 
   with Landscape Arch. 1973 till now
•  Participation in more than 10 Art Group 

Exhibitions and 3 Personal Exhibitions. 
2015 till now

• Poetry writing 2015 till now

Both the Holy Mosque in Makkah Almukarramah and its context, especially 
the central area inside the first ring road, have gone through considerable 
stages of growth and transformation. The attempt in this paper is to give 
urban design guidelines for the natural environmental and urban contexts 
of the Holy Mosque. Natural environmental guidelines include Controls in 
relation to Zamzam ground water and mountain slopes and peaks. Urban 
design guidelines include controls and suggestions in relation to height, 
sight lines, open spaces, urban tissue and extension of prayer areas 
beyond the Holy Mosque. Gradual scale relationships, including human 
and landmark scales will be dealt with.

DESIGN GUIDELINES FOR THE 
CONTEXT OF THE HOLY MOSQUE
IN MAKKAH ALMUKARRAMAH 

Author: Prof. Abdelmohsen Farahat     

Abstract
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This research paper claims that among important phenomena of several 
forms of contemporary mosques, there is a blurring of a clear distinction 
between their related popular/low cultural and formal/high-cultural status. 
For many centuries, high cultural mosques that are following what so 
called “formal architectural aesthetics” exist, which shaped by specific sets 
of well-established design principles and elements, trends, styles, tastes, 
designs, etc. Parallel to that, mosques in a context of popular cultures are 
shaped by folkloric signals, signs, and symbols, producing what can be 
called “Informal aesthetics”. 

The popularization of mosque architecture in various contexts of cultural 
communities has different expressions that blend and reflect that culture 
into mosques’ architectural language and vocabularies. Consequently, the 
popular practice of mosque architecture is predominant, making concessions 
to the public’s imagination and spreading various hybrid forms through 
folkloric practices, eclectic styles, populist architecture, hybrid architecture, 
kitsch architecture, among other popular types. 

The popular taste of mosque architectural aesthetics, with all of their vitality, 
reflections, expressions, and sometimes their discrepancy, vulgarity, and 
use or misuse of signs and symbols “..expresses growing dilemmas to the 
contemporary mosque architecture.”. While they seem have appeal to many 
people, who enjoy their informal aesthetics, they may embody a superficial, 
flashy, or exaggerated discourse to others. 

Through a literature critical review, and through analyzing and examining 
case studies of contemporary mosque architecture in popular culture 
communities, this paper attempts to explore the emerged popular 
architectural design approaches of mosques in the Muslim World. 

MOSQUE ARCHITECTURE 
IN CONTEMPORARY POPULAR 
CULTURES 
A CRITICAL PERSPECTIVE

Author: Dr. Mona Helmy
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educator. Currently, she is an associate 
professor of architecture and urban design 
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received a Doctoral degree in Architecture 
and City Planning from Stuttgart University, 
Germany. She holds a master’s degree in 
Urban Design and a Bachelor of Architecture 
from Ain Shams University, Cairo, Egypt. 
Between 2010 and 2018, Dr. Helmy was the 
founding chair of the architecture department 
at Dar Al-Hekma University, Jeddah, KSA. 
She also served as an adjunct professor at the 
University of Stuttgart. Throughout the course 
of her academic career, she was a visiting 
professor in the University of Colorado, 
Denver, USA

Dr. Helmy publishes widely in international 
and national conferences. She is a member of 
several scientific committees in international 
conferences, symposia, and refereed journals.
  
As a consultant and advisor in urban design, 
city branding, and contemporary Arab Gulf 
urbanism, she has participated in a number of 
significant planning, urban, and architecture 
projects in Germany, Saudi Arabia, and the 
Middle East. She also contributed to several 
design studies. 
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This paper aims to present the UN-Habitat vision and approach for future 
mosques to return to their original roots while incorporating sustainable 
functionality. It provides a background on transferring them so they 
become multifunctional sustainable contemporary mosques while playing 
their original role. This goal can only be realised through a pioneering 
innovative design that ensures energy and water rationalisation, introducing 
water treatment and recycling methods and a new irrigation system and 
adopting “Mind the Gap and Leave No One Behind” in building facilities.

The paper displays how public members have abandoned public libraries 
and social facilities due to technology stealing their attention and time, 
impacting their families and daily activities. Millions of dollars spent 
on running mosques should be redirected towards improving their 
socio-environmental performance, conducting accurate assessments 
of the various sectors in mosques for the purpose of evaluating their 
performance, determining their needs in the short run and long run, 
preparing a geographical database and digital maps that include their 
present consumption rate and predict their future consumption rate, 
improving the urban management of mosques through technical assistance 
and capacity-building of those in charge of managing and implementing 
operations and projects in the mosques, including demarcation of the 
surrounding park boundaries and the development of land use plans 
and ensuring a flexible recovery phase by rehabilitating the environment 
of the lands surrounding the mosques and activating the role of urban 
governance that is accountable, sustainable and transparent, integrated 
urban planning; improving management and the provision of basic 
services, including developing an integrated system for solid and liquid 
waste management and benefiting from them by setting up a program to 
manage operations in a sustainable manner inside and outside mosques, 
providing technical and scientific consultations related to buildings, their 
infrastructure, developing management capabilities by engaging related 
persons in SDGs training programs and qualifying cadres.

FUTURE MASJIDS
RETAINING A SUSTAINABLE 
COMMUNITY CULTURE BY GOING 
BACK TO THE ROOTS OF DESIGN

Authors: Dr Ameera Al-Hassan and Qusai  Al-Duaij

Abstract
Dr Ameera Al-Hassan 
Head of UN-Habitat GCC Office - Kuwait

Dr Ameera Al-Hassan was appointed Head 
of the United Nations Human Settlements 
Program, UN-Habitat for the Arab Gulf States 
Sub-region Kuwait Office in May 2019.

In her capacity as a head of the office, Dr 
Alhassan focuses on meeting the needs, 
visions and strategies of Kuwait and the Gulf 
states while implementing Agenda 2030 
SDGs, particularly SDG11. She successfully 
initiated the Kuwait Plants I campaign in 
partnership with Kuwait’s most significant 
economic sector and many public and private 
entities in 2019. The campaign continued for 
four years successively, aiming at greening 
open public spaces to mitigate the effect 
of climate change and the extreme heat 
waves and sand and dust storms. Her office 
organizes capacity-building programs on 
sustainable urban development, supports 
the Gulf states in developing and submitting 
their national reports to the UN summits 
and provides expertise where needed. Dr. 
Alhassan liaises with Kuwaiti Charities and 
NGOs funding humanitarian projects such as 
rehabilitating demolished houses in Mosul 
(Iraq) in 2020, Burj Hmoud (Lebanon) in 2021 
and Gaza strip in 2022. Her office succeeded 
in developing and securing funds for a project 
that is the first of its kind in the Arab region 
using innovative solutions for Improved 
Resilience to Transboundary Sand and Dust 
Storms between Iraq and all the Gulf states 
by rehabilitating hotspots of sand and dust 
storms in Iraq.

Ameera is leading her office colleagues in 
new projects head-on in Kuwait to combat 
the effect of Climate Change, increase cities 
resilience and create youth cities, thanks to 
the growing staff capabilities, which enabled 
the office to overcome challenges.
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Qusai Al-Duaij 
Deputy Head of Country Programme 
for GCC & Kuwait

Mr Alduaij supports the Head of the Kuwait 
GCC office and staff in implementing the 
country office work plan promptly. His 
hard work led to raising the visibility of the 
UN-Habitat in both Kuwait and the Arab 
states, developing and presenting Kuwait 
National Report to Habitat III summit in Quito 
in 2016, conducting the ongoing “Kuwait 
Plants” campaign, which started in 2019, and 
rehabilitation of damaged houses in part of 
Iraq, Lebanon and Palestine. He also supports 
in the preparation of the Memorandums 
of Understanding between the UN-Habitat 
Kuwait and their partners in line with the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs International 
Organization Affairs. His political, technical, 
and academic background helps carry out UN-
Habitat Kuwait GCC mandatory work, and he 
provides well-acknowledged political advice 
where needed. He collaborated in setting 
(the Improved Resilience to Transboundary 
Sand and Dust Storms Project between the 
Republic of Iraq and the State of Kuwait, and 
the Gulf States) project with the Kuwait Fund 
of Arab Economic Development, and now he 
is working with the Head of Office on setting a 
‘Public Park for All’ project.

Dr Alhassan commenced working for Kuwait 
government after her graduation in 1994. She 
joined the UN-Habitat as an intern in 2009, 
after which she worked for the UN until they 
appointed her Head of the UN-H Kuwait 
Office. During her long career, she believes 
that professional innovation has no limitations. 
Therefore, she participated as a speaker in 
many international and regional conferences 
and was a member of several committees 
in the field of Sustainable Development, 
Quality Assurance and Sustainable Urban 
Planning. Ameera lectures in universities, 
schools, state institutions, and civil society to 
raise community awareness of the “Agenda 
2030 SDGs” and the “New Urban Agenda” 
and presents at local and international 
conferences. She has been an active member 
of the United Nations Sand and Dust Storms 
Coalition since 2019 until the present time.

Qusai Ali Al-Duaij (Kuwaiti) started his career 
as a journalist in 1993, whether writing press, 
radio, or television. In 1999, he worked for 
the Kuwait Ministry of Media in the Political 
News Sector until he was promoted to Media 
Advisor in 2005. In 2017, Mr Alduaij was given 
additional responsibilities as Administrative 
Director at the Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmed Al 
Sabah Cultural Centre (affiliated with the 
Kuwaiti Amiri Dewan). He has worked with 
the UN-Habitat as a volunteer since 2015 
and has been seconded by the Government 
of Kuwait to serve as Deputy Head of the 
Country Programme for GCC & Kuwait from 
2020 until he is appointed Deputy Head of 
the Program Office in 2022. He produced 
numerous media programmes, documentaries, 
propaganda, and legal materials for the 
Kuwaiti government during his media career, 
including a documentary about the UN.

Qusai is an Inventor who thinks outside the 
box; he invented the Kuwaiti Law-compliant 
Electronic Voting System and the Ablution 
Water Recycling System for Mosques, 
amongst other inventions.
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الاســلامية  الطُــرز  تــراث  تفاعــل  نتيجــة  تبلــورت  قــد  العثمانيــة  العمــارة  أن  المعــروف  مــن 
الســابقة عليهــا مــع تــراث العمــارة البيزنطيــة مــن خــلال مجموعــة مــن المعمارييــن العباقــرة، 
لاشــكّ أن أشــهرهم وأكثرهــم نتاجــاً وعبقريّــة هــو المعمــار ســنان )القــرن الســادس عشــر(، 
وتنتشــر الأعمال التي صممها المعمار ســنان وأشــرف على تنفيذها في اســطنبول عاصمة 

العثمانييــن وفــي العديــد مــن المــدن الأخــرى التابعــة للحكــم العثمانــي. 

المشــكلة العامــة للبحــث: هنــاك أعمــال منســوبة للمعمــار ســنان فــي مدينــة بغــداد )عاصمــة 
المؤرخــون  يختلــف  الاســلاميّة(  الحضــارة  أوجــه  مختلــف  تبلــور  ومهــد  الســابقة  الخلافــة 
والمعماريــون فــي نســبتها اليــه بيــن مؤيّــد ومعــارض أو مــن ينســب بعضهــا لــه لكنهــا زالــت او 
تغيرت عبر السنين. بالمقابل فان هذه الاعمال المنسوبة له تبدو ظاهراً مشابهة للعمارة 

العراقيــة المحلّيــة ويختلــف مظهرهــا عــن العمــارة العثمانيــة الكلاســيكية. 

المشــكلة البحثيــة الخاصــة: عــدم وجــود منهجيــة معماريــة واضحــة أو إطارنظــري للتحقّــق 
مــن صحــة نســبة هــذه الاعمــال للمعمــار ســنان بشــكل خــاص والاســتراتيجيات التصميميــة 
المســتخدمة مــن قبــل المعمــار ســنان فــي التعامــل مــع التقاليــد المحليّــة للمــدن المفتوحــة 

بشــكل عــام. 

الأعمــال  بعــض  نســبة  صحّــة  مــدى  عــن  التحــرّي  الــى  البحــث  هــذا  يهــدف  البحــث:  هــدف 
المعمارية في مدينة بغداد الى المعمار سنان، ثم بناء إطار نظري يلخّص أهم الخصائص 
المعماريــة المتوافقــة مــع أســلوبه علــى تلــك الخصائــص المتأثــرة بتــراث العمــارة العراقيّــة 

المحليــة. 

فرضيــة البحــث الرئيســية: يفتــرض البحــث ان المعمــار ســنان اســتخدم أســاليب تصميــم فــي 
المــدن ذات الطبيعــة الثقافيــة الغنيّــة المختلفــة عــن البيئــة الثقافيــة لقلــب الإمبراطوريّــة 
العثمانيــة ومدنهــا الرئيســية، تتفاعــل أكثرمــع طبيعــة المنــاخ والمــواد والتقنيــات الإنشــائية 

المحليّــة الســائدة. 

منهجيــة البحــث: لــن يعتمــد منهــج التحــرّي فــي هــذا البحــث علــى منهــج المؤرخيــن فــي التحــري 
عــن النصــوص والوقائــع التاريخيــة )بالرغــم مــن أهميتهــا مــع توفــر العديــد منهــا ذات النتائــج 
المعماريــة  الخصائــص  يُلخّــص  نظــري  إطــار  بنــاء  علــى  الاعتمــاد  ســيتم  بــل  المتعارضــة(، 
لأســلوب المعمــار ســنان مســتخلص مــن دراســة لاهــم أعمالــه واهــم الخصائــص للعمــارة 
المحليّــة العراقيــة آنــذاك ثــم اختبــار الاطــار المســتخلص علــى الاعمــال المنســوبة للمعمــار 
ومعالجــة  وتناســباته،  المعمــاري  الفضــاء  تحليــل  علــى:  ســتتركز  والتــي  بغــداد،  فــي  ســنان 
الكتــل البنائيــة، والعناصرالمعماريــة، والمــواد الإنشــائية، والنظــام الانشــائي، ثــم مقارنــة تلــك 
الخصائــص مــع خصائــص العمــارة العراقيــة المحليــة مــن جهــة ومــع خصائــص عمــارة المعمــار 

ســنان خاصــة والعمــارة العثمانيــة عامــة.

التفاعل بين التقاليد المحليّة وتفرّد التفاعل بين التقاليد المحليّة وتفرّد 
الأسلوب الشخصي: الأعمال المُحتملة الأسلوب الشخصي: الأعمال المُحتملة 

للمعمار سِنان في بغدادللمعمار سِنان في بغداد
المؤلّفان: سمعان مجيد ياس، وحسّان حاج قاسم 

المُلخّص
Dr. Hassan Mahmood Kasim
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Participated in many scientific conferences 
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Published 13 scientific papers about 
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خلّفت فترة الاســتعمار الفرنســي بالجزائر إضافةً الى الأبنية الســكنية والمدنيّة والعســكريّة 
مجموعــةً مــن أماكــن العبــادة المســيحية كالكنائــس التــي ظلّــت إلــى الآن شــاهدةً علــى حقبــة 
زمنيــة مــن تاريــخ الجزائــر. بعــد اســتقلال الجزائــر، ســارعت الســلطات الحكوميّــة مدعومــة مــن 
المواطنيــن الجزائرييــن إلــى تأميــم الأبنيــة الدينيــة كغيرهــا مــن المنشــآت، حيــث حُوّلــت أغلبهــا 
الــى مســاجد وتــم اســتغلال الباقــي كمتاحــف. تًعــدّ عمليّــة تحويــل الكنائــس ودور العبــادة 
الأخــرى إلــى مســاجد بالنســبة الــى الجزائــر عمليــة ذات أهميــة كبيــرة مــن أجــل إثبــات وتأكيــد 
بنــاء  بكبــح  طمســها  جاهــداً  الفرنســي  المســتعمر  حــاول  والتــي  للبلــد  الإســلامية  الهويــة 
المســاجد وتحويــل أكثرهــا الــى كنائــس وهــدم أغلبهــا. وتشــير الإحصائيــات الرســمية الجزائريــة 
الــى تحويــل أكثــر مــن ســتمائة بنايــة دينيــة غيــر إســلامية إلــى مســاجد بعــد اســتقلال الجزائــر 
فيمــا بقــي القليــل منهــا فــي المــدن الكبــرى كالجزائــر العاصمــة، وعناّبــة، ووهــران يحافــظ إلــى 

اليــوم علــى وظيفتــه.

نُســلّط مــن خــلال هــذا البحــث الضــوء عــل تجربــة الدولــة الجزائريــة المســتقلّة فــي تحويــل 
الكنائس الفرنســية إلى مســاجد من خلال عرض ودراســة مســجد كتشــاوة بالجزائر العاصمة 
الــذي يعــد مثــالًا معماريــاً فريــداً حيــث تــم تحويلــه الــى كاتدرائيــة القديــس فيليــب فــي العهــد 

الفرنســي، وبعــد ذلــك الــى وظيفتــه الأصليّــة كمســجد بعــد الاســتقلال. 

تحويل الكنائس إلى مساجد: تحويل الكنائس إلى مساجد: 
مسجد كتشاوة بالجزائر نموذجاًمسجد كتشاوة بالجزائر نموذجاً

المؤلّف: سعيد بوسماحة 

المُلخّص
الدكتور سعيد بو سماحة

بوسماحة سعيد حاصل على درجة الدكتوراه 
في الهندسة المعمارية والتراث العمراني والبيئة 

من جامعة سعد دحلب، البليدة 1، ودرجة الماستر 
الأكاديمي من جامعة محمد بوضياف للعلوم 

والتكنولوجيا في وهران، ودبلوم مهندس معماري 
من جامعة أبو بكر بلقايد في تلمسان.

كان أستاذا متدخلا في قسم الهندسة المعمارية 
بجامعة تلمسان وهو حاليا أستاذ مساعد في المدرسة 

المتعددة التقنيات للهندسة المعمارية والتعمير- 
EPAU- الجزائر، وكذلك عضو في فريق البحث »التعمير 
الاستراتيجي، الهندسة المعمارية والتنمية المتكاملة«- 

USADI- الجزائر.

يدور مجال أبحاثه حول العمارة الدينية المعاصرة، 
ولا سيما مساجد الجزائر الحديثة والاتجاهات التراثية 

الجديدة المتعلقة بهندسة العمارة في القرنين 
العشرين والحادي والعشرين. كما أنه مهتم بالجمال 

المعماري للهندسة المعمارية المعاصرة.



THE MOSQUE: A CROSS-CULTURAL BUILDING | 3RD INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON MOSQUE ARCHITECTURE | KUWAIT, 2022 64



المسجد: مبنى عابر للثقافات | المؤتمر الدولي الثالث لعمارة المساجد | الكويت 652022

إحــدى  المســاجد بوصفهــا  بعمــارة  ارتبطــت  التــي  المهمــة  المفاهيــم  كأحــد  الأيقونــة  بــرزت 
الأنمــاط البنائيــة التــي تتعامــل مــع جانبيــن أحدهمــا يتمثــل بالثوابــت الناتجــة عــن مجموعــة مــن 
الضوابــط الشــرعية، والاخــر يتمثــل بالمتغيــرات التــي ترتبــط بالظــروف الســياقية، وقــد بــرز هــذا 
المفهــوم ضمــن عمــارة المســاجد بتجليّــات مختلفــة عبــر الزمــن، مــن هنــا بــرزت مشــكة البحــث 
التــي تمثلــت بـــ ) قصــور التصــوّر الواضــح عــن التفســيرات الأيقونيّــة فــي عمــارة المســاجد عبــر 
الزمــن وعلاقتهــا بالضوابــط الشــرعية المؤثــرة فــي صياغــة هــذا النمــط البنائــي( ليتمثــل هــدف 
البحث بتحديد اطار نظري عن مفهوم الأيقونيّة في عمارة المســاجد بشــكل عام، وعلاقته 

بالثوابــت التــي تمثلهــا الضوابــط الشــرعية المرتبطــة بهــذا النمــط البنائــي بشــكل خــاص.

توصــل البحــث الــى تحديــد اطارعــام لمفهــوم الأيقونــة فــي عمــارة المســاجد وشــمل مفــردات 
تراوحــت بيــن مســتويين )فكــري كامــن وشــكلي ظاهــر( ،اختــص الفكــري بالقيــم والخصائــص 
التصميميــة والعوامــل المؤثــرة فــي بنــاء عمــارة أيقونيّــة للمســاجد، بينمــا تمظهــر المســتوى 
الشــكلي للأيقونيّــة عبــر مجموعــة مــن الســمات وآليــات الإنتــاج، وقــد بــرز المســتوى الظاهــر 
للأيقونيّــة فــي عمــارة المســاجد التقليديــة بتعبيرهــا عــن الجانــب الموضوعــي إذ تُعــدّ أداة 
فعالــة للتعبيــر عــن هويــة المــكان علــى حســاب الجانــب الذاتــي للمصمــم بينمــا بــرزت الأيقونيّــة 
فــي عمــارة المســاجد المعاصــرة بوصفهــا أداة فعالــة تعبــر عــن روح العصــر والتــي يمثلهــا 
الجانــب التكنولوجــي مــن جهــة وذاتيــة المصمــم ومكامنــه الفكريــة وأســلوبه الســردي مــن 

جهــة أخــرى.

أغراض النقوش الكتابية التاريخية العربية أغراض النقوش الكتابية التاريخية العربية 
في الجامع الأعلى بحماةفي الجامع الأعلى بحماة

المؤلّف: سلام الجيجكلي

المُلخّص
Salam M. Bishr Jijakli 
Architect & Researcher

Salam M. Bishr Jijakli is a Syrian architect and 
researcher in the field of history and theories 
of architecture. Mainly interested in urban 
conservation, Islamic real-estate legislation, 
and architectural history. She has a number of 
published papers in peer-reviewed and non-
refereed journals. Salam worked as a lecturer 
at Damascus University and the University of 
Qalamoon in the Syrian Arab Republic, and Al-
Yamamah University in the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia. She also worked as a researcher and 
historical advisor in cooperation with MANGA 
Productions, Saudi Arabia.
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م. تغريد »محمد فؤاد« فالح عوض 

حاصلة على درجة البكالوريوس في الهندسة المعمارية 
من جامعة النجاح في فلسطين عام 1986. منذ عام 

1997 وحتى الآن تعمل محاضرة في قسم العمارة 
بجامعة فلسطين التقنية – خضوري في طولكرم، 

فلسطين، وتشغل حاليا منصب رئيس قسم التصميم 
الداخلي/ الديكور. شاركت في العديد من ورش 

العمل والمؤتمرات المعمارية في دولة الامارات وفي 
فلسطين وألمانيا وإيطاليا.
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المُلخّص
يتنــاول هــذا البحــث عمــارة المســاجد الحديثــة فــي مدينــة عجمــان التــي بنيــت بعــد عــام 2000 
حيــث بلــغ عددهــا لغايــة اليــوم مــا يقــارب 175 مســجداً. يهــدف البحــث الــى دراســة وتحليــل 
أوجــه  بينهــا وتحديــد  المشــتركة  الخصائــص  علــى  التعــرّف  المســاجد ومحاولــة  عمــارة هــذه 
الاختــلاف، ومــن ثــم تصنيــف هــذه المســاجد مــن حيــث الشــكل العــام والمظهــر الخارجــي 
والعلاقــة مــع الأنمــاط التاريخيــة للمســاجد. كذلــك يهــدف البحــث الــى الإجابــة علــى بعــض 
التســاؤلات مثــل: هــل يوجــد نــوع مــن الوحــدة بيــن هــذه المســاجد رغــم التنــوّع الواضــح فــي 
مظهرهــا الخارجــي؟ مــا هــي العناصــر المشــتركة؟ ومــا هــي التوجّهــات المعماريــة الســائدة؟ 
وهــل المســاجد الحديثــة ترتبــط بالمــكان وتعكــس الزمــن الحاضــر؟ تقــوم فرضيــة البحــث علــى 
وجــود الوحــدة ضمــن التنــوع، وانتشــار بعــض الأنمــاط أكثــر مــن غيرهــا، والرغبــة فــي اظهــار 

الهويــة المحليــة، والطابــع الإســلامي فــي تصميــم المســاجد.

تعتمــد هــذه الدراســة بشــكل رئيســي علــى زيــارة كافــة المســاجد التــي بنيــت بعــد عــام 2000 
والحصــول علــى بعــض المخططــات مــن قبــل الهيئــه العامــة للشــئون الإســلامية والأوقــاف 
عمــارة  عــن  الســابقة  الدراســات  أهــم  مراجعــة  الــى  بالإضافــة  والتخطيــط  البلديــة  ودائــرة 
منهــج  اتّبــاع  البحــث  هــذا  فــي  تــمّ  البحــث.  لهــذا  النظــري  الأســاس  تشــكّل  التــي  المســاجد 

الوصــف التحليلــي والمقارنــة بيــن المســاجد موضــع الدراســة. 

أظهــرت النتائــج وجــود وحــدة واضحــة فــي التصميــم والتوزيــع الفراغــي إضافــة الــى بعــض 
العناصــر الرئيســية المشــتركة بيــن هــذه المســاجد رغــم التنــوع فــي المظهــر الخارجــي، كذلــك 

أظهــرت الدراســة وجــود بعــض الأنمــاط الأكثــر انتشــاراً.

تضيــف هــذه الدراســة المزيــد مــن المعرفــة عــن الخصائــص المعماريــة المميــزة للمســاجد 
الحديثــة فــي عجمــان والتوجهــات التصميميــة الســائدة وتظهــر بعــض الأمثلــة التــي تصلــح 
كنماذج يمكن الاستفادة منها في تصميم المساجد المستقبلية، كما أنها تُقدّم توصيات 

يمكــن أخذهــا بعيــن الاعتبــار مــن قبــل القائميــن علــى بنــاء المســاجد. 

عمارة المساجد في عجمان عمارة المساجد في عجمان 
بين الأصالة والحداثةبين الأصالة والحداثة

المؤلّفان: جهاد عوض، تغريد عوض

المُلخّص
Dr. Jihad Awad
Professor of Architecture & head 
of Architecture department at Ajman 
University (AU), United Arab Emirattes

Dr. Jihad Awad is a professor of architecture, 
currently head of architecture department at 
Ajman University )AU(, UAE. Before joining AU 
in 2004, he has taught at different Palestinian 
universities, and was head of architecture 
department at An Najah University in Nablus, 
Palestine. He holds Dr.-Ing. from University 
of Stuttgart, Germany )1996(, M. Arch. from 
Kansas State University, USA )1989(, and B.Sc. 
in Architectural Engineering from Yarmouk 
University, Jordan )1984(. Areas of interest: 
Urban Design and Conservation; Traditional 
Arab-Islamic Architecture; Modern and 
Contemporary Architecture; and Architecture 
in the GCC. In addition to many research 
papers and articles, he published two books: 
“Rural Houses of Palestine” )in Arabic(, 
and “Top International Architects – Design 
Concepts in Architecture” )in English, four 
volumes(. During the last few years, he was 
involved in organizing several workshops, and 
responsible for inviting many international 
architects to AU, including Charles Jencks, 
Hans Hollein, Rem Koolhaas, Emilio Ambasz, 
Ben van Berkel, Rasem Badran, Ma Yansong, 
Francine Houben, Will Alsop, among others. 
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Conference Track 2

Spirituality
in Mosque Architecture

المحور الثانيّ للمؤتمر

الروحانيات 
في عمارة المساجد
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The Mihrab has always been a significant part of the Mosque architectural 
identity along with the Minaret, Minbar, and the dome. The Mihrab is 
an element that adds to Mosque identity internally and externally as it 
emphasizes Qibla direction and gives more attention to the Qibla wall. With 
time, the architectural development of the Mihrab is adding another role 
to as a means if enhancing the acoustics of prayer recitation so that sound 
is distributed equally and delivered evenly to the whole Prayer Hall and 
Worshippers. 

However, the current state-of-the-art technological advancement and the 
sound amplifiers are making that function obsolete, i.e., making the Mihrab 
remain as a visual and symbolic element. In other words, in most local 
Mosques in Saudi Arabia, one will notice that the positioning of the Imam 
during prayer is pulled backwards leaving the original Mihrab and the first-
row empty. Responding to this change advocates certain issues that are: Has 
the practical function of the Mihrab as a space diminished?

Alternatively – and on contrary to the first question – does the Mihrab now 
imply the inclusion of the first row or the front portion of the Prayer Hall? 
To answer these questions, a field of survey of existing Mosques were 
evaluated using Post Occupancy Evaluation (POE) by observing and 
documenting the behavior of worshippers in the selected Mosques. The 
study deduced that the Mihrab in the today architecture remains as a 
symbolic image mostly, and that its past functional uses are no longer valid.

REDEFINING THE MIHRAB 
IN THE 21ST CENTURY

Authors:  Abdulsalam A. Alsudairi, Fahad A. Alshiddi, 
and Yazeed A. Alshiddi

Abstract
Prof. Abdulsalam A. Alsudairi 

Abdulsalam Ali Al-Sudairi was born in 
Dammam Saudi Arabia 1965. He obtained 
his bachelor degree in Architecture and 
Planning in 1989 from King Faisal University. 
He was appointed as demonstrator in 1990 
in the same University he graduated from, 
which is known now as Imam Abdulrahman 
bin Faisal University. He finished his master 
degree in 1993 from the same university 
and was promoted as lecturer in 1994. He 
earned his Ph. D. of Architectural Engineering 
from University of Colorado, Boulder, USA 
in September 2000. He was promoted as 
assistant professor in November 2000. 
In 2006 he was promoted to the rank of 
associate professor. He was the head of 
Interior Design Department from 2005 to 
2006. Dr. Al-Sudairi was appointed as Vice 
Dean for Academic Affairs from 2007 to 
2006. In January 2011 he was appointed 
Dean of College of Architecture and Planning 
and in June 2011 he was promoted to the 
rank of Full Professor. He published various 
arVcles in several peer reviewed internaVonal, 
regional and local journals. He is a reviewer 
for several journals. He is acVvely parVcipaVng 
in teaching of undergraduate and graduate 
courses. He supervised several master and 
Ph. D. dissertaVons and examined some since 
he joined the college of Architecture and 
Planning. He is currently involved as a member 
and head of various commiYees in the college 
and the university. He is acVvely parVcipaVng 
in scienVfic conferences as a speaker, chairing 
sessions and organizer both internaVonally 
and locally. Currently he is the head of 
Alfaisal Entrepreneurship for MediaVon and 
ArbitraVon in Imam Abdulrahman bin Faisal 
University, Dammam, Saudi Arabia.  
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Yazeed A. Alshiddi

Yazeed Alshiddi was born in Dhahran, Saudi 
Arabia in 1995. A bachelor degree holder in 
Architecture (BArch) from Imam Abdulrahman 
Bin Faisal University, in 2018. Since then 
- unJl the present day, he was appointed 
as a teaching assistant (demonstrator) 
where he was given various tasks including 
teaching, studio supervision. In addiJon to 
the educaJonal tasks, he also lead a number 
of academic accreditaJon projects, which 
helped awarding the Department of Interior 
Architecture the NCAAA AccreditaJon in 
2022. Currently he is undergoing a Master’s 
degree in the University of Liverpool, the 
UK, in Building InformaJon Modelling. His 
research interests include BIM, and Saudi 
Arabian Architecture. Besides architecture, he 
is interested in fine arts, Arabic calligraphy, 
and graphic design. Since 2015 onwards he’s 
been working on Branding projects, furniture 
design, and graphic design, along with some 
freelance architecture worK.

Fahad A. Alshiddi

in 2006 from King Faisal University. He was 
working as an architect in BECHTEL company 
at Jubail Industrial City in 2006 then he was 
appointed as demonstrator in 2007 in the 
same University he graduated from, which is 
known now as Imam Abdulrahman bin Faisal 
University. He finished his master in Building 
Science at University of Southern California, 
Los Angeles in 2015 and was promoted 
as a teacher assistant in 2013 and 2014 at 
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The architectural space of a mosque can be determined using ocular-based 
assessment; however, a question arises in contradiction to this notion; is 
the ocular aspect all that the architectural space conveys to reality. This 
study suggests that architectural space as a phenomenon, which reveals 
itself to the human senses, experience, meaning, and memory will define 
the reality or even multiple realities of mosque buildings. 

The research methodology used in this study is (IPA) interpretative 
phenomenological analysis adapted from Van Manen method of 
hermeneutic phenomenology (1997). Although (IPA) is a challenging 
and contemporary research method, its philosophical background starts 
from the descriptive phenomenology by Edmund Husserl (1927) that 
aims at describing a lived experience. Martin Heidegger (1962) further 
developed it into interpretative phenomenology to reveal and interpret 
the implicit meaning of lived experience. Gadamer (1990) further adapted 
Hermeneutics, to aim at providing surer foundations and processes for 
interpreting texts based on Heideggerian phenomenology. 

This study will try to reveal the essence of architectural space in mosque 
buildings through human senses, experience, meaning, and memory 
and how all this shapes reality. In the endeavor of revealing reality, 
Emerging technologies such as augmented and virtual realities will be also 
investigated from the phenomenological account.

MOSQUE ARCHITECTURAL SPACE: 
FROM A PHENOMENOLOGY 
OF SENSES TO MULTIPLE REALITIES

Author: Ahmed Abdel Moneim Ahmed     
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Cairo, Egypt is, and has always been, a multicultural tolerant city with a 
predominately Muslim population, and a significant Christian minority. 
Living peacefully alongside in the same districts for centuries has been 
a unique indicator of its multicultural mix. However, it is not uncommon 
to hear about the spatial inequity of the numbers and location of their 
places of worship during politically charged times. To what extent are the 
locations of religious buildings a true reflection of that inequity? How can 
we model a way to test the validity of these claims? Understanding this 
would reveal more about the way such coexistence is manifested in the 
built environment and also guide the future allocation of religious facilities 
in multi-ethnic communities. 

This paper utilizes space syntax analytical techniques to objectively 
measure different locational properties of both congregational Mosques 
and Churches. Using a sample of Cairo city’s districts, the underlying 
logic behind their location choice is scrutinized. It uses locational data of 
these key monuments to analyze and compare measures of choice and 
integration as two indices of spatial equity and coexistence.

SYNTACTIC MEASURES OF SPATIAL 
EQUITY AND COEXISTENCE: 
THE CASE OF SHUBRA 
AND HELIOPOLIS IN CAIRO

Authors: Husam B. Khalil, Ayman M. Ismail     
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Mosques are among the most advanced forms of religious architecture. With 
the Muslim community’s rapid expansion through modernity and life needs 
activities, setting aside an enclosed area in small settlements or large towns 
became necessary for established communal worship. The purpose of this 
study is to analyze and develop the structure, structural decoration, and 
material and design choices made by mosques during the traditional period 
of Najd, Saudi Arabia’s central region. While mosque architecture during 
the traditional Najdi Muslim period demonstrates its religious identity, as is 
frequently noted, secular architecture’s ideas are not spiritually motivated in 
a cosmic sense. Indeed, the architectural concept and material selection and 
the functional and aesthetic uses of the object all contribute to determining 
what it expresses. Developing an adequate understanding of using materials 
and techniques functionally and aesthetically is contingent upon assimilated 
technologies. A process that incorporates standard materials, skilled labor, 
innovative ideas, and socioeconomic and geographical factors may be 
used to construct any magnificent architecture. Thus, this study provides 
an overview of the historical architecture of the current syntax of “Najd 
Mosques Architecture” to facilitate knowledge and comprehension when 
designing contemporary mosques that incorporate elements of history and 
culture, religion, the environment, and sustainability.

THE ARCHITECTURE OF MOSQUE 
BETWEEN DECORATION, 
FUNCTIONALITY, AND SPIRITUALITY: 
AN OVERVIEW OF NAJD REGION MOSQUE ARCHITECTURE 
SYNTAX

Author: Mohammad Alnaim
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Ornamentation plays a significant role in mosque architecture; it embodies 
Islamic spirituality and faith. Applied ornaments were essential in any 
religious building in the world because they often have a symbolic meaning. 
After the first Hijrah century, ornamentation became the most appreciable 
feature of Islamic architecture, including a place of worship. Nowadays, 
the mosque was mainly built with excessive ornamentation, making 
beautification became a significant factor compared to the functional 
purpose of the mosque. The research aims to assess the Islamic value 
of mosque ornamentation from two perspectives; the principle of Sharia 
contained in Qur’an and hadiths. Secondly, the perspectives of scholars 
on Islamic ornamentation. A content analysis was performed by using 
NVivo12 software through thematic coding and descriptive analysis. From 
the analysis, the findings show that the selection of design principles and 
formal qualities such as motifs, materials, colours, and techniques are 
the main key that were associated with Islamic values. Meaning that, the 
implementation of Islamic values on mosque ornamentation is important 
to meet the requirements of Islamic Sharia’ so that its existence does not 
violate the boundaries of religion. Thus, this approach could implies into a 
basic strategy to redefine the ‘beauty’ of a mosque in terms of its functional, 
physical, and spiritual roles.

IMPLEMENTATION OF ISLAMIC 
VALUES AND PRINCIPLES 
ON CONTEMPORARY MOSQUE 
ORNAMENTATION

Authors:  Siti Dalila Mohd Sojak, Fadhlina Ahmad Taufik, 
             Raja Nafida, and Raja Shahminan
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Contemporary approaches to mosque design display a myriad of richness 
in expressing the sacred in the Islamic culture and religion. Still, some 
foundational questions about the process of mosque design, particularly 
those regarding its dynamic functionality and the complex needs of its 
multiple users, have not yet been convincingly tackled—a case in point is 
the design of the space dedicated to women in the mosque. 

Other than a general rule that men and women should not pray in the 
same rows, evidenced by the Prophet Mohamed’s Mosque in Medina, 
there is no specific guidance on how to design the women praying space. 
In turn, different cultural conventions, and interpretations of Islam in the 
diversified Muslim societies have produced some norms regarding the 
spatial organizations for women-space in the mosque. These norms may 
include separating the ladies’ prayer space with a barrier or allocating it 
to a top or bottom floor that is often accessed by a dedicated entrance 
away from those to the men’s prayer hall. While not directly derived from 
Islamic texts, these norms were absorbed in the expected and accepted 
approaches adopted by architects and building regulators regarding how to 
design women praying halls in contemporary mosques. 

The prevalence of those norms has sparked various jurisprudential and 
socio-political debates about the role of women in Islam. Besides, many 
architectural questions can also be posed about the inefficiency of those 
rarely challenged norms to fulfil the needs of the female users of the 
mosque and to engage them in its broader spatial and participatory 
experience. In turn, the commonness of those norms in mosque design may 
have emphasised a certain perception that the mosque is a male-dedicated 
building. Setting this out, this paper aspires to interrogate the architecture 
of women praying space in contemporary mosque design. With shades 
from the debates about equality, inclusion and fair opportunities, the paper 
will operate an architectural forensic analysis of examples of women praying 
spaces in conjunction with a review of some of the increasing – though still 
limited – literature tackling the issue of women space in mosques. 

The paper will end with speculations on new possibilities to incorporate 
the functional complexities associated with the women praying space to 
become an integrated part of the spatial and participatory experience of 
the mosque.

IS THE MOSQUE A MALE-DEDICATED 
BUILDING? A CRITICAL VIEW 
ON WOMEN PRAYING SPACE IN 
CONTEMPORARY MOSQUE DESIGN

Author: Yasser Megahed 
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نشــأت فــي ظــل الإســلام حضــارة قائمــة علــى التبــادل والتجــارة جعلــت مــن أرض الإســلام 
مركــزاً لعبــور شــبكات تجاريــة تربــط اوروبــا وافريقيــا غربــاً وآســيا شــرقاً ومــن ذلــك : طــرق الحريــر 
وطرق التوابل وطرق الذهب. كان نظام التبادل وما جناه من ثروات مصدراً لحركة عمران 

وعمــارة وعلــوم قويــة.

ولــم يقتصــر التبــادل علــى الاقتصــاد فحســب، وإنمــا كان يشــمل كذلــك التبــادل الثقافــي 
والعلمــي والفنــي عــلاوةً علــى إنتقــال الدعــوة حيــث نفعــت تلــك الشــبكات لإنتقــال العلمــاء 
والدعــاة والفنانيــن عــلاوةً علــى التجّــار وكانــوا كلّهــم مــن يصطحــب تلــك القوافــل، كمــا أفــاد 
التبــادل علــوم الجغرافيــا والبحــارة والفلــك لمــا لهــا مــن أهميّــة لضبــط المســالك، كمــا نفعــت 

تلــك الشــبكات ثقافــة الإنفتــاح نحــو الآخــر وبنــاء الجســور مــع الثقافــات الأخــرى. 

لقــد ســهّلت تلــك الشــبكات الكشــف عــن العمــارة المحليّــة التــي نشــأت محليــاً فــي الأقاليــم 
التــي ذاع صيتهــا  الرســمية  العمــارة  عــن  وبعيــداً  بــدون مهنــدس  المحليــة  الجماعــات  وعنــد 
وانتشــرت بجهــد الســلطان. تتــوارث العمــارة الشــعبية مــن جيــل إلــى جيــل، وتنمــو فــي ظــل 
المناخــات القاســية والقاحلــة، فــي جهــد مســتمر ومتواصــل للتغلــب علــى المنــاخ المتقلــب 
والقاســي و علــى ظــروف الجفــاف ومنهــا: عمــارة الجبــال والصحــاري والواحــات، إلــخ. حتّــى لــو 
أولــى المؤرخــون أكبــر قــدر مــن الاهتمــام للعمــارة الرســمية الضخمــة، فــإن مســاهمة العمــارة 

المحليــة تســتحق الاعتبــار والتوثيــق.

فــي هــذا الســياق ينــدرج هــذا البحــث الــذي ينطلــق مــن تســاؤل حــول دور الشــبكات التجاريــة 
فــي انتقــال العمــارة والفنــون مــن جهــة، وحــول دورهــا فــي إبــراز ســياقات العمــارة المحلّيــة 
مــن جهــة أخــرى مــن خــلال نمــوذج عمــارة المئذنــة الهرميــة الــذي يعتبــر أســلوباً نــادراً إلــى حــدٍّ مــا 

يمكــن العثــور عليــه مــع بعــض الاختلافــات فــي مناطــق تتقاطــع مــع طــرق الذهــب.

من خلال بحث نمطي ذي طبيعة تاريخيّة، يحاول المقال إعادة تتبّع جغرافية نمط المئذنة 
الهرميــة وديناميّاتــه فــي التاريــخ مــن أجــل اكتشــاف الروابــط المحتملــة بيــن جغرافيــا التجــارة 

وجغرافيــا العمــارة والفنــون.

دور شبكات التجارة في إنتقال الفنون دور شبكات التجارة في إنتقال الفنون 
والعمارة في بلاد الإسلام - عمارة المآذن والعمارة في بلاد الإسلام - عمارة المآذن 
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تعــد العمــارة نتاجــا حضاريــا يعبــر عــن الفكــر والمعتقــدات، وعــن اإلنســان ومجتمعــه وحضارتــه، 
تســرد العمــارة كل ذلــك، فهــي تســرد حكايــة بنائهــا ومحتواهــا المضمونــي والتأريخــي والروحــي 
لتكشف عن نفسها في صورة معمارية بلغة تشكيلية مليئة بالدالالت والرموز. ان التوجه 
لدراســة الســرد كاســتراتيجية يتوافــق مــع توجهــات العمــارة المعاصــرة الداعيــة إلــى االنفتــاح 
علــى مختلــف الحقــول المعرفيــة ومنهــا الحقــول الأدبيــة والســردية ،بهــدف توســيع أســاليب 
الخلــق المعمــاري باســتثمار طاقــات تلــك الحقــول وتوظيفهــا فــي العمــارة. يســعى البحــث 
الــى اســتقراء دور الســرد كاســتراتيجية انتــاج للنــص الداللــي والفكــري فــي صياغــة  الحالــي 
وتشــكيل التصــورات الشــكلية الخارجيــة والداخليــة ضمــن ســياق عمــارة المســاجد المعاصــرة، 
مــن خالــل اســتهداف طبيعــة العالقــة المكانــات الســرد فــي تمثيــل الرؤيــا المتبنــاة مــن قبــل 
المصمــم وتجســيد الفكــرة عبــر مجموعــة احاالــت وانتقاالــت فكريــة يتــم التقاطهــا مــن قبــل 
المتلقــي تحاكــي منظومــة القيــم العقائديــة والمجتمعيــة فــي ذهنــه وتحيلــه باتجــاه تجربــة 
غامرة تؤثر على طبيعة انغماره الروحي ضمن الفضاء الداخلي للمسجد، وبهذا فان البحث 
يســعى لحــل المشــكلة البحثيــة التــي تتعلــق بالكشــف عــن طبيعــة العالقــة بيــن الظاهرتيــن(

السرد – التشكيل المعماري )في سياق ابنية المساجد المعاصرة لغياب وقصور المعرفة 
حــول هــذا التأثيــر والعالقــة بيــن الظاهرتيــن، وذلــك عبــر محاولــة استكشــاف طبيعــة العالقــة 
بيــن الســرد كاســتراتيجية انتــاج للنــص المعمــاري المعاصــر وتأثيرهــا علــى صياغــة التصــورات 
الدالليــة والشــكلية البنيــة المســاجد، وقيــاس إمكانــات تأثيــر هــذه االســتراتيجية عبــر تحليــل 

مجموعــة عينــات معماريــة لمســاجد معاصــرة تبنّــت الســرد كآليــة انتــاج تصميميــة.

استراتيجية السرد في عمارة المساجد استراتيجية السرد في عمارة المساجد 
المعاصرة - مابين النظرية والتطبيقالمعاصرة - مابين النظرية والتطبيق

المؤلّفون: شمائل الدبّاغ، عبّاس حمزة، وزينب حسين
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المعماريين العراقيين ، أنجز 36 بحث في استراتيجيات 
التصميم المعماري، أشرف على طلبة ماجستير 

ودكتوراه منذ عام 2006، تصميم مجموعة كبيرة من 
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The world has faced a variety of challenges and crises from epidemics and 
natural disasters that have had a major impact on human life and behavior. 
And during the Corona pandemic, which has affected the world and has 
adversely affected many sectors in all aspects of daily life recently, the most 
important of which was the religious aspect, the performance of rites and 
worship, where Masjid was closed down, leaving a sense of the alienation 
of Muslim human within the city. These factors were a catalyst for finding 
solutions not to close Masjid during the pandemic, which directed planners 
and architects to research for development and innovation in regeneration, 
health reform and construction to reduce the risk of infectious diseases in 
Masjid. 

And that’s where nature has historically inspired architectural solutions. 
By understanding how the living world works and what ecosystems do 
and integrating them into architectural and urban design, architectural 
trends have emerged aimed at saving the environment, most importantly 
Biomimicry. It is in this spirit that this paper discusses ways to achieve indoor 
air quality in Masjid to be able to cope with Epidemics. 

The aim of the study is to propose a new vision in the design of the Masjid to 
be able to cope with the harsh conditions, especially in the post-epidemic 
architecture, through the activation of bio-simulation approaches to improve 
indoor air quality and prevent the spread of infectious diseases in Masjid. 
To achieve that goal, the study deals with the definition of biomimicry 
engineering and the most important bio-design techniques used globally, 
the identification of biological strategies that help to purify the air and 
regulate its flow rates to allow for its regeneration. The research ends with 
the proposal of tools inspired by biomimicry engineering through which 
suitable ventilation rates and air purification will be established to ensure 
reduce the probability of virus spread and infection in the internal vacuum 
of the Masjid during the pandemic is prevented.

A BIOMIMICRY APPROACH 
TO IMPROVE INDOOR AIR QUALITY 
AND PREVENT THE SPREAD 
OF INFECTIOUS DISEASES IN MASJID
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Besides its religious role, the masjid has also played a significant role 
in Muslim society’s social and economic life. That is, Masjids act like a 
community center surrounded by public spaces and functions. Therefore, 
the movement around and inside a masjid was and still vital. Due to the 
recent changes caused by the pandemic COVID-19 conditions, the safety 
precautions significantly impact our life pattern. Knowing this fact, one 
may question the compatibility of a Masjid as a building during the safety 
precautions in terms of circulation, proportions of major spaces, spatial 
arrangements, and utilization of entrances. This study presents existing 
case studies findings by evaluating the accessibility and spatial integration 
of two central masjids located in Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, using 
Space Syntax. Space evaluation will be conducted in two typical scenarios: 
before and after COVID-19. This study considers the pre-COVID-19 
scenario with a maximum occupancy of the physical space as opposed to 
the active-COVID-19 scenario of lower occupancy. Any physical space can 
be represented as a matrix of connected relationships leading to a matrix of 
mathematical properties that can be analyzed using computer simulations. 
It was noted that the existence of a masjid Sahan (court) played a significant 
role in tying up the Masjid internally (within its function) and externally 
(within its context) before and after the COVID-19 pandemic.

Keywords: Space Syntax, Masjids, Accessibility, Spatial Integration, 
Pandemic COVID-19

ACCESSIBILITY AND SPATIAL 
INTEGRATION EVALUATION 
OF MASJID IN SAUDI ARABIA 
USING SPACE SYNTAX
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The city of Hama, located in the middle of Syria, is considered one of the 
oldest still-inhabited cities in the world. The ‘Great Mosque of Hama’, also 
known as the ‘Upper Mosque’, is distinguished for being the oldest still-
existing place of worshipping in the city as it was initially built as a temple 
in the 9th century BC, converted into a church then finally into a mosque. 
This paper aims to evaluate the current use of daylight through analyzing it 
in order to measure visual comfort and thermal comfort. To achieve these 
results and objectives, a descriptive-analytic method is used for studying 
consideration and conditions of reasonable indoor daylight in mosques, the 
usual tasks of the mosques, climate data of the case study’s location and the 
geometrical features and optical properties of existing building materials of 
the mosque based on documents and previous site visits. Then, to assess 
the existing natural light condition, it’s necessary to simulate the seasonal 
and daily variation of daylight in the building, using dynamic metrics based 
on the data above. Daylight performance of this building is evaluated in 
terms of daylight factor, luminance, illuminance level, uniformity, space 
proportions and glare index. These calculations are conducted by computer 
simulation using DIALUX EVO 8.1 software. A comparative analysis is applied 
to test simulation outputs to what extent it’s matching requirements. Finally, 
strategies and recommendations will be proposed and mainly aimed to 
enhance the daylight uniformity within the prayer hall, to improve daylight 
level and the thermal comfort wherever is needed.

EVALUATING DAYLIGHT 
PERFORMANCE OF THE PRAYER - 
HALL IN THE GREAT MOSQUE 
IN HAMA
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Geometry is one of the foremost facial appearances in the formation of 
architecture. In mosque architecture geometry is unattainable without 
expertise with geometry. This paper tries to reveal the correlation stuck 
between the progress of mosque architecture, geometry and mathematics 
evolution. The Muslim civilization is analyzed and chronologically ordered 
to establish the evolution and impact of mathematics and geometry on the 
formation and development of mosque architecture. Present exploration is 
theoretical-fundamental, carried out in historical-descriptive process. The 
aim of the present analysis is to evaluate art, mathematics, geometry and 
the application of mathematics in architecture to achieve a definition and 
construal of module influencing mosque architecture from geometric point 
of view, through classify mathematicians and architects influence mosque 
architecture, consider history and elicit mathematical and geometric 
principles prevailing designs and principles of drawing. It seems that 
developments in mathematics and accordingly, in geometry and advent of 
new apparatus during historical dynasties of the Muslims have subjective 
developments of mosque architecture and its morphological expression. 
Islamic architecture has a clear impact for systems and the relationships 
of Mathematical and Geometrical proportions, which reflected in their 
design of their mosques. At first this paper presents the theoretical study 
of the relationship between spatial configuration and functional efficiency 
of mosque layouts. Here highlights the key syntactical characteristics and 
consequence of spatial configuration on the point of functional efficiency 
with space syntax presumption. And secondly is an analytical comparative 
picture of the changes and transformations in the configurations of mosque 
layouts and its three dimensional designs.

THE HIDDEN MATHEMATICS 
AND GEOMETRY IN FORMATION 
OF MOSQUE ARCHITECTURE AND 
ITS MORPHOLOGICAL EXPRESSION

Author: Shabab Raihan Kabir
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The proposed research aims to investigate the energy performance of 
mosques in conjunction with the advanced thermal insulation materials 
available in the market. Building thermal insulation is well-known to provide 
support towards the durability of the building structure and to facilitate 
towards the reduction in the heating and cooling costs in building interiors. 
Through this research study we have evaluated the energy performance 
and potential energy savings associated with the various building thermal 
insulations. Improper selection of thermal insulation in the mosque 
buildings can contributes towards an increase in the total building energy 
consumption. In the first phase of the research, a detailed assessment will 
be conducted to identify the most advanced thermal insulations which are 
available in the market. A typical mosque building located in the hot and 
humid climatic conditions will be modeled using the building performance 
simulation software. The advanced thermal insulations will be modelled 
in the simulation program and its impact on the energy consumption and 
energy savings will be studied. The focus of this research work is in-line with 
the Saudi Vision 2030 which emphasizes the kingdom’s vision to reduce 
the greenhouse gas emissions from building sector (which also includes the 
mosque buildings). Thermal insulation plays a crucial role in reducing the 
energy consumption and increasing the energy savings in the buildings. This 
research study mainly focuses on promoting the energy-efficient design in 
mosque buildings and to nurture more energy saving options from existing 
mosque buildings.

ASSESSMENT OF ENERGY 
PERFORMANCE OF ADVANCED 
BUILDING THERMAL INSULATION 
IN THE MOSQUE BUILDINGS
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The quests for cultural identity in Malaysia sustainable contemporary 
buildings require research of past achievements. The trend of adopting 
foreign or international architectural style is wide spreading. This has 
become an issue for local architect’s profession. It creates the need to revive 
traditional Malay architecture and accessing institutions to be evaluated. 
Malay vernacular masjid architecture is known to adhere to principles in 
passive design as the key to thermal comfort. Researchers posed questions 
as to what can be achieved with this style that can convey culture into a 
good thermal performance contemporary masjid. This paper is aimed to 
investigate the outcome of this approach according to findings on modern 
masjids with Malay vernacular architectural style in Malaysia. In the first 
part, a conceptual framework is presented bringing together literature 
based on research variables such as design articulation and layout, building 
height, openings, roof form, serambi / veranda, as well as ventilation 
ornamentation. Qualitative analysis led the investigation through research, 
direct observation and field review. Empirical finding from the evidence will 
provide understanding on design strategies in environmental context and 
concluded overview styles that could be learned from Malay vernacular 
architecture. Following this, generated computer simulation model using 
Integrated Environmental Solution (IES) software is to test the variables. 
Empirical finding from the evidence will provide understanding on the 
effectiveness of Malay vernacular masjid concept and suitable passive design 
strategies into modern masjids. The result could become an extremely 
useful guideline for designers to create sustainable design in the future.

EVALUATING EFFECTIVENESS OF MALAY 
VERNACULAR FAÇADE DESIGN CONCEPT 
FOR INDOOR THERMAL COMFORT IN 
MALAYSIA NATIONAL MASJID

Author:  Siti Salwana Bt Mohd Nawayai, Zuraini Bt Denan 
            and Aliyah Nur Zafirah Bt Sanusi

Abstract
Siti Salwana bt Mohd Nawayai  
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Professional Technologist in Malaysia Board of 
Technologists )MBOT(, she wrote educational 
syllabus and served as assessment panel for 
higher education institutions. Her research 
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Journal of the Malaysian Institute of Planners 
and Palarch’s Journal of Archaeology of 
Egypt/Egyptology. 
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Previous literature highlighted the attention towards introducing new 
visions of masjid architecture to cope with the societal developments and 
various transformations of masjid architectural designs. Moreover, growing 
literature evokes the healing significance of vertical gardens and its various 
environmental, economic, and psychosocial benefits towards a better 
environment and used spaces. 

This paper is proposing vertical gardens as a design tool with restoration 
effect in masjid architectural design. The main aim of our study is investigating 
the contribution of vertical gardens to enhance life satisfaction in masjid 
design through its restorative attributes. using a questionnaire method; fifty 
architects answered analytical questions investigating 1- the perceptions 
towards vertical gardens’ significance in masjid architecture, 2- towards 
the factors affecting the application, 3- towards the visual comfort and 4- 
towards the health effect that could be added to the masjid environment 
through the application of vertical gardens. In addition to rating masjid 
design simulations with vertical gardens according to its restorative effect 
and quality of life attributes. Results were analyzed through SPSS program 
and presented as a correlational analysis. Findings showed that architects 
acknowledge vertical gardens significance in masjid architecture in addition 
to its contribution to the visual comfort and health enhancements, also there 
were high significant correlations between the restorative effect of vertical 
gardens and the quality of life in masjid design. Accordingly, it was proven 
that vertical gardens could enhance the spatial experience of masjid design 
through its restorative effect. However, there were high agreement about 
the maintenance and economic aspect as the main factor affecting the 
vertical gardens’ application. 

VERTICAL GARDENS AS A 
MODERATOR IN MASJID 
ARCHITECTURE TOWARDS 
ENHANCING LIFE SATISFACTION

Authors: Yomna A. Lotfi, and Mohammed ElAttar

Abstract
Dr. Yomna Amr Lotfi 
Lecturer, Architectural Engineering 
Department, British University, Egypt

Dr. Yomna Amr Lotfi, Lecturer in the British 
university in Egypt, Architectural Engineering 
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and Humanities, Advanced design procedures, 
Advanced construction technology, Virtual 
Environments.
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publishing). 
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Previous literature highlighted the attention towards introducing new 
visions of masjid architecture to cope with the societal developments and 
various transformations of masjid architectural designs. Moreover, growing 
literature evokes the healing significance of vertical gardens and its various 
environmental, economic, and psychosocial benefits towards a better 
environment and used spaces. 

This paper is proposing vertical gardens as a design tool with restoration 
effect in masjid architectural design. The main aim of our study is investigating 
the contribution of vertical gardens to enhance life satisfaction in masjid 
design through its restorative attributes. using a questionnaire method; fifty 
architects answered analytical questions investigating 1- the perceptions 
towards vertical gardens’ significance in masjid architecture, 2- towards 
the factors affecting the application, 3- towards the visual comfort and 4- 
towards the health effect that could be added to the masjid environment 
through the application of vertical gardens. In addition to rating masjid 
design simulations with vertical gardens according to its restorative effect 
and quality of life attributes. Results were analyzed through SPSS program 
and presented as a correlational analysis. Findings showed that architects 
acknowledge vertical gardens significance in masjid architecture in addition 
to its contribution to the visual comfort and health enhancements, also there 
were high significant correlations between the restorative effect of vertical 
gardens and the quality of life in masjid design. Accordingly, it was proven 
that vertical gardens could enhance the spatial experience of masjid design 
through its restorative effect. However, there were high agreement about 
the maintenance and economic aspect as the main factor affecting the 
vertical gardens’ application. 

MOSQUES OF RAWALPINDI 
(PAKISTAN): HISTORY AND 
ARCHITECTURE, 1857-2017

Author: Mujeeb Ahmad

Abstract
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of History, Faculty of Science and Literature, 
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conferences, symposia, roundtables, seminars, 
and workshops in and outside Pakistan. 
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المُلخّص
الصحــة نعمــةٌ عظيمــة فهــي تــاجٌ علــى رؤوس الأصحــاء، وتأتــي أهميــة الصحــة انهــا تعمــل علــى 
الحفــاظ علــى طاقــة وقــدرات الســكان الجســدية والعقليــة، وتجعلهــم قادريــن علــى الإنتــاج 
والتميــز، وقــد زاد الاهتمــام بالصحــة والرياضــة بعــد جائحــة كورونــا كأحــد ســبل الوقايــة مــن 
المــرض حيــث ان الرياضــة والمشــي لهــا تأثيــر إيجابــي علــى صحــة الانســان، كمــا ان ممارســة 
الرياضيــة بانتظــام، يقلــل مــن فــرص احتمــال الإصابــة بالفيــروس بنســبة 31 % كمــا ذكــرت 
اهــم  احــد  المســجد  فــي  بالصــلاة  الالتــزام  يجعــل  مــا  وهــو  ميديســن«،  »ســبورتس  مجلــة 
العوامــل التــي تجعــل المســلمون يمارســون رياضــة المشــي للمســجد يوميــا وهــو مــا يحســن 
الصحــة ويدعــم مناعــة المصليــن ويعمــل علــى درء المــرض، ممــا يعيــد النظــر فــي المعاييــر 
التخطيــط للمســاجد ونطــاق خدمتهــا وتأثيرهــا، ومــع ذروة الجائحــة اصبــح اعتمــاد كثيــر مــن 
الســكان فــي العمــل والشــراء والتجــارة والخدمــات علــى الانترنــت ممــا قلــص معــه التقــارب 
الاجتماعي الفعلي بين السكان، وهو ما قد يدفع مصممي المساجد والمناطق المحيطة 
بها للتعويض هذا الجانب، وهو ما يدعم أيضا تطوير المعدلات التخطيطية والتصميمية 
لتلبي احتياجات السكان وفقا للتغيرات المستقبلية، وبما لا يتعارض مع القيم و المبادئ 
الإســلامية التــي يتــم علــى أساســها تــم وضــع هــذه المعــدلات، وذلــك بالإضافــة للأســس 
التصميميــة للمســاجد لمراعــاة البعــد الاجتماعــي بيــن المصلييــن اثنــاء فتــرة انتشــار المــرض. 

إشــكالية البحــث: بالرغــم مــن ان جميــع التعاليــم الاســلامية ترتبــط بتحســين الصحــة العامــة 
المعاييــر  علــى  انعكاســه  يســتلزم  مــا  البدنيــة وغيرهــا، وهــو  واللياقــة  والنظافــة والوضــوء 
التصميميــة للمســاجد الا ان هــذه العناصــر لــم تتحقــق بشــكل كامــل بعــد خاصــة مــع انتشــاء 
الأوبئــة والمتغيــرات الحديثــة، ويهــدف البحــث الــي تحديــد العناصــر الجديــدة فــي المعاييــر 
التخطيطيــة والتصميميــة للمســاجد التــي تدعــم وتعــزز الصحــة العامــة للســكان بمــا يتوافــق 

مــع الاحتياجــات المســتقبلية.

الأسس والمعايير التخطيطية الأسس والمعايير التخطيطية 
والتصميمية المستقبلة للمساجد لتوفير والتصميمية المستقبلة للمساجد لتوفير 

بيئة صحية للسكانبيئة صحية للسكان
المؤلّف: أحمد سالم

المُلخّص
أحمد حلمي سالم 

دكتوراه في التخطيط الإقليمي والعمراني، جامعة 
القاهرة، مدير عام الهيئة العامة للتخطيط العمراني، 

عضو هيئة تدريس منتدب لتدريس طرق تحليل 
الاحصائي في البحث العلمي في كليتي الهندسة 

والتخطيط العمراني، جامعة القاهرة. محاضر في كلية 
الهندسة )جامعة الزقازيق، المنيا للفنون الجميلة، 

جامعة قطر، وكلية سور الجامعية في عمان(. نشر أكثر 
من 20 ورقة بحثية في مؤتمرات دولية في مختلف 

مجالات التخطيط العمراني. كما عمل كمخطط حضري 
في مكاتب استشارية في مصر والمملكة العربية 

السعودية.
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عــم وبــاء كورونــا العالــم، واســتوجب تغيــراً لأنمــاط الحيــاة، ومنهــا المســاجد، حيــث أغلقــت 
لعــدة أســابيع فــي عــدد مــن الــدول بمــا فيهــا المملكــة العربيــة الســعودية، ثــم أعيــد فتحهــا 
بشروط احترازية وضعتها وزارة الشؤون الإسلامية والدعوة والإرشاد في المملكة العربية 

الســعودية.

تهدف الدراســة إلى استكشــاف مدى قابلية المســاجد لنقل العدوى بشــكل عام، وأثر ذلك 
علــى المعاييــر التصميميــة للمســاجد مســتقبلا، إضافــة إلــى تحديــد مــدى كفايــة تعليمــات 

الــوزارة للحــد مــن تفشــي الفيروســات.

علــى  الوقــوف  يتــم  لــم  للمســاجد  التصميميــة  بالمعاييــر  المتعلقــة  الدراســات  باســتعراض 
معاييــر تتعلــق بالحــد مــن تفشــي العــدوى بيــن المصليــن، ووجــد أن المبانــي الأقــرب لقيــاس 
المســجد عليهــا فــي هــذا المجــال هــي المبانــي الصحيــة، ومــن تعليمــات وزارة الصحــة بشــأن 
فيــروس كورونــا، ومــن معاييرهــا التصميميــة التــي تحــد مــن تفشــي العــدوى فــي مبانيهــا، 
ثــم  تــم تحليــل ســلوك الفيــروس الانتشــاري، وربطــه بالمعاييــر التصميمــة الوقائيــة، ومــن 
موافقتهــا مــع وظيفــة المســجد للوصــول إلــى معاييــر تصميميــة للمســاجد، وتــم التوصــل 

إلــى جزئيــن مــن المعاييــر: 

•  الجــزء الأول: للمســجد ودورات الميــاه )ج(. وتضمــن أحــد عشــر معيــاراً أساســياً، 
وتحــت كل منهــا معاييــر فرعيــة.

•  الجــزء الثانــي: لمغســلة الموتــى )غ(: وتضمــن عشــرة معاييــر أساســية تحــت كل 
منهــا معاييــر فرعيــة.

خلصــت الدراســة إلــى ضــرورة بــذل المزيــد مــن البحــث فــي مجــال تطويــر المعاييــر التصميميــة 
وزارة  بمراجعــة  التوصيــة  إلــى  إضافــة  عــام،  بشــكل  العــدوى  تفشــي  مــن  للحــد  للمســاجد 
الشــؤون الإســلامية والدعــوة والإرشــاد لتعليماتهــا الصــادرة بشــأن التعامــل مــع فيــروس 
كورونــا لتكــون تعليمــات موحــدة، وأكثــر شــمولية، وترقــى إلــى مســتوى المعاييــر التصميميــة.

كلمات مفتاحية: مسجد - كورونا - عدوى - معايير تصميمية.

PROPOSED DESIGN STANDARDS FOR 
MOSQUES TO REDUCE THE SPREAD 
OF INFECTION, CORONA EPIDEMIC 
(COVID-19) AS A CASE STUDY 

د. أحمد بن رشدي طومان 

أستاذ مشارك في كلية العمارة والتخطيط في جامعة 
الملك سعود، متخصص في التصميم العمراني، 

والإسكان.

مهتم بعمارة المساجد، والتراث العمراني.

إضافة للعمل الأكاديمي؛ ممارس للتخصص من خلال 
العمل في الشركات الاستشارية الهندسية والعمرانية، 
ومستشار لدى عدد من الجهات الحكومية، والهيئات، 

والقطاع الخاص.

محكم لعدد من المؤتمرات، والأبحاث، والمسابقات، 
ومدرب معتدد لعدد من الدورات والبرامج التدريبية.

المؤلّف: د. أحمد بن رشدي طومان 

المُلخّص
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تزايــد الاهتمــام بالمســاجد وعمارتهــا فــي كثيــر مــن أنحــاء العالــم الإســلامي، ولاســيما مــع 
اكتســبت  التــي  الحيويــة  العناصــر  ومــن  والاقتصاديــة.  والثقافيــة  الاجتماعيــة  التغيــرات 
أهميــة متزايــدة فــي الســنوات الأخيــرة مصليــات النســاء فــي المســاجد؛ نتيجــة لتزايــد عــدد 
النســاء اللواتــي يؤديــن الصــلاة خــارج المنــزل، بالإضافــة إلــى الصلــوات الموســمية كالتراويــح 
والعيديــن والجنائــز. ومــن المصليــات التــي تحتــاج عنايــة ودراســة مصليــات النســاء، ولاســيما 
تلــك  وتســتعد  رمضــان  شــهر  يقتــرب  حتــى  بهــا  الاهتمــام  يقــل  التــي  الأحيــاء  مســاجد  فــي 

فــي مصلياتهــن. النســاء  المســاجد لاســتقبال 

ولذلك، فإن هذه الدراســة تهدف إلى تقديم وصف تحليلي لمصليات النســاء بشــكل عام 
وإيجابياتهــا وســلبياتها، والتعــرف علــى تقييــم النســاء للوضــع الراهــن للمصليــات النســائية، 
وعناصرهــا الأساســية، واســتقصاء لأهــم المطالبــات والمقترحــات التــي تــرى النســاء أهميــة 
وجودهــا فــي المصليــات، بنــاء علــى معايشــتهن الواقعيــة لتلــك الفراغــات، للوصــول إلــى 

توصيــات ومعاييــر تصميميــة لمصليــات النســاء.  

المعماريــة  والاعتبــارات  النســاء  لمصليــات  الشــرعية  الأحــكام  باســتعراض  الدراســة  بــدأت 
ومراجعــة  استكشــافية،  شــخصية  ومقابــلات  ميدانيــة،  زيــارات  وبعــد  النســاء.  لمصليــات 
للأدبيــات ومــا كتــب فــي الصحافــة ووســائل التواصــل الاجتماعــي حــول مصليــات النســاء، 
صممت استبانة إليكترونية لجمع آراء المصليات، بلغ عدد المشاركات فيها )1085( إجابة. 
إلــى  النســاء: الطريــق  التاليــة لمصلــى  وقــد شــملت الاســتبانة تقييــم العناصــر الأساســية 
المدخــل، بهــو المدخــل، أماكــن الوضــوء، دورات الميــاه، الــدرج والمصاعــد، قاعــة الصــلاة، 

موقــع المصلــى. واتبعــت هــذه الدراســة منهجيــة »تقييــم المبانــي بعــد الإشــغال«.

وجدت الدراسة أن مستويات الرضا بشأن تلك العناصر متنوعة، إلا أن كثيرا من الإشكالات 
ترتبــط بكبيــرات الســن، والمعاقــات، وبســهولة الحركــة والشــعور بالأمــان. وختمــت الدراســة 
بعدد من التوصيات التي تم استنباطها من الإجابات في الاستبانة، ومن المقترحات التي 
قدمتهــا المشــاركات بنــاء علــى تجربتهــن ومعايشــتهن للمصليــات. وختمــت بقائمــة مقترحــة 
تشــمل 40 معيــارا تصميميــا تــرى الدراســة أهميــة تطويرهــا لتصبــح معاييــر تصميميــة شــاملة 

لمصليات النســاء.

مصليات النساء: رؤية سلوكية معمارية مصليات النساء: رؤية سلوكية معمارية 
)دراسة حالة مساجد الأحياء في مدينة )دراسة حالة مساجد الأحياء في مدينة 

الرياض(الرياض(
المؤلّف: محمد الشريم

المُلخّص
 الدكتور محمد الشريم

كلية العمارة و التخطيط – جامعة الملك سعود 

د. محمد بن عبد العزيز بن محمد الشريم ، عضو هيئة 
التدريس بقسم العمارة وعلوم البناء، كلية العمارة 

والتخطيطـ جامعة الملك سعود و يحمل دكتوراه 
الفلسفة في العمارة والثقافة والسلوك، معهد جورجيا 
للتقنية، الولايات المتحدة الأمريكية و ماجستير العمارة  

تخصص العمارة والثقافة، جامعة كانساس، الولايات 
المتحدة الأمريكية بالإضافة الى بكالوريوس العمارة 
وعلوم البناء  كلية العمارة والتخطيط، جامعة الملك 

سعود. يشغل حاليا منصب مدير مركز البحوث  و عضو 
في عديد من اللجان الأكاديمية والاجتماعية والخيرية 

و عمل مستشارا لعدد من الجهات الحكومية والخاصة 
والخيرية.

قدم عددا من الدورات العلمية والمحاضرات في 
مجالات متعددة، مثل البحث العلمي والمهارات 

الشخصية والتربية.
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The great benefactor, may Allah rest his soul, was passionate about building mosques, as the verse In 
Quran says: “The Mosques of Allah shall be maintained only by those who believe in Allah and the Last 
Day, perform As-Salat, and give Zakat and fear none but Allah. It is they who are on true guidance.” 
(18-Altawbah)

The great benefactor built three mosques inside Kuwait in Al-Nugra, Khaitan and Al-Egaila. He was 
passionate about architectural arts, the thing that reflected on the aesthetics of the architectural form of 
the mosques. For example, Al-Othman Mosque in Al-Nugra, which was built in the fifties of the last century, 
combined the ancient Arab-Islamic style with the refined European style, thus forming an architectural 
icon ahead of its time and a milestone in the history of mosque architecture in Kuwait. Because of the 
importance of preserving the historical architectural identity of the mosque, the committee of guardians 
of the one third of the esteemed/ Abdullah Abdullatif Al-Othman is currently rehabilitating and renewing 
this Islamic architectural edifice while preserving the style and historical identity of the mosque.

Moreover, the great benefactor has built several mosques in the Arab world, for instance, a mosque 
in Damascus (Al-Sham), which is known to the public as the Kuwaiti Mosque. It is characterized by the 
Mamluk and Umayyad style decorations and sculptures. It is considered the most beautiful architectural 
mosque in Damascus after the Umayyad Mosque. He has also built two mosques in Lebanon (Saida and 
Bhamdoun), each of which bears a unique architectural style. There is also Al-Othman Mosque in Basra, 
which was built in the Abbasid style and was rehabilitated and restored at the expense of the one third 
of the late / Abdullah Abdullatif Al-Othman. Looking at any of these mosques today, we see the great 
philanthropist’s interest in architectural arts.

As the honorable Guardians’ Committee and the honorable Al-Othman family are keen on continuing the 
path of the great benefactor, and inspired by his passion and love for building mosques, the one third 
of the late / Abdullah Abdullatif Al-Othman rehabilitated and restored the mosque of the late / Munira 
Hammad Al-Amiri (mother of the great benefactor) located in Al-Qadisiyah area, at the expense of the 
one third of the late / Abdullah Abdullatif Al-Othman. In addition to that, several mosques were also built 
in the Arab world, including a mosque in Chanay (Lebanon) and a mosque in Tetouan (Morocco), which 
was built in the Moroccan style, as well as a mosque in Tunisia built in the Andalusian style, and a mosque 
in Yemen built in the Yemeni style. The Guardians’ Committee paid great attention to the architectural 
aspect, as the great benefactor did, may Allah rest his soul, and the style of mosques was inspired by the 
environment in which each mosque is located.

The Administration and Development Guardians’ Committee  of the one-third of the late / Abdullah 
Abdullatif Al-Othman, along its members from the heirs of the great benefactor and the members 
representing the esteemed General Authority for Minors Affairs, spares no effort in promoting mosque 
architecture to continue the path of the great benefactor, may Allah rest his soul, with the members of 
the committee being keen on the aesthetic style and architectural form in order for each one of the 
mosques of the late Abdullah Abdullatif Al-Othman inside and outside Kuwait, to be a unique Islamic 
architectural icon.
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شكر وتقدير

يســر كليــة العمــارة بجامعــة الكويــت أن تتقــدم بجزيــل الشــكر للمهنــدس/ عدنــان عبــدالله العثمــان، عضــو لجنــة أوصيــاء إدارة 
وتنميــة ثلــث المرحــوم/ عبــدالله عبداللطيــف العثمــان، علــى شــراكته المســتمرة للأنشــطة والفعاليــات الثقافيــة والتعليميــة 
والاجتماعيــة التــي تســاهم فــي رفعــة المجتمــع، ممثــلًا عــن لجنــة أوصيــاء إدارة وتنميــة ثلــث المرحــوم/ عبــدالله عبداللطيــف 
العثمــان الموقــرة التــي قدمــت تبــرع ســخي والرعايــة الرئيســية للمؤتمــر العالمــي الثالــث لعمــارة المســاجد، حرصــاً مــن لجنــة 
الأوصياء الموقرة على دعم المبادرات والأنشطة التي تهدف لخدمة المجتمع سواءً داخل أو خارج دولة الكويت وذلك في 

المجــالات الانســانية والدينيــة والثقافيــة والتعليميــة والاجتماعيــة والتربويــة  والحفــاظ علــى الهويــة واللغــة العربيــة.

 ِ مَــا يَعْمُــرُ مَسَــاجِدَ اللهَّ فقــد كان المحســن الكبيــر طيــب الله ثــراه  شــغوفاً ومحبــاً لعمــارة المســاجد، مصداقــاً لقــول الله تعالــى »إنَّ
ئِكَ أَن يَكُونُوا مِنَ الْمُهْتَدِينَ« )التوبة: 18( َ • فَعَسَىٰ أُولَٰ كَاةَ وَلَمْ يَخْشَ إِلاَّ اللهَّ لَاةَ وَآتَى الزَّ هِ وَالْيَوْمِ الْآخِرِ وَأَقَامَ الصَّ مَنْ آمَنَ بِاللَّ

عمّــر المحســن الكبيــر فــي حياتــه ثلاثــة مســاجد داخــل دولــة الكويــت فــي مناطــق النقــرة وخيطــان والعقيلــة، وقــد كان المرحــوم 
شــغوفاً ومهتمــاً بالفنــون المعماريــة وهــو مــا انعكــس علــى جماليــة الشــكل المعمــاري للمســاجد، فنجــد أن مســجد العثمــان فــي 
منطقــة النقــرة الّــذي شــيد فــي خمســينات القــرن الماضــي قــد جمــع بيــن الطــراز العربــي الاســلامي العريــق والطــراز الأوروبــي 
الراقي مشــكلًا بذلك أيقونة معمارية ســابقة لزمانها وعلامة فارقة من تاريخ عمارة المســاجد في الكويت، ولأهمية الحفاظ 
العثمــان  عبــدالله عبداللطيــف  المرحــوم/  ثلــث  إدارة وتنميــة  أوصيــاء  لجنــة  فــإن  للمســجد  التاريخيــة  المعماريــة  الهويــة  علــى 
الموقــرة تقــوم حاليــاً بإعــادة تأهيــل وتجديــد هــذا الصــرح الاســلامي المعمــاري مــع الحفــاظ علــى طــراز وهويــة المســجد التاريخيــة.

كمــا عمّــر المحســن الكبيــر فــي حياتــه عــدّة جوامــع ومســاجد فــي العالــم العربــي، منهــا جامــع فــي دمشــق )الشــام( والّــذي يعــرف 
لــدى العامــة بالجامــع الكويتــي والّــذي يتميــز بالزخــارف والمنحوتــات ذات الطــراز المملوكــي والأمــوي والّــذي يعــد الجامــع الأجمــل 
معماريــاً فــي دمشــق بعــد الجامــع الامــوي، وكذلــك مســجدان فــي لبنــان )صيــدا وبحمــدون( والّــذي يحمــل كل منهمــا طــراز 
معمــاري فريــد ومســجد العثمــان فــي البصــرة الّــذي شــيد علــى الطــراز العباســي والّــذي تــم اعــادة تأهيلــه وترميمــه علــى حســاب 
ثلــث المرحــوم/ عبــدالله عبداللطيــف العثمــان، وعنــد النظــر لأي مــن هــذه المســاجد اليــوم فإننــا نــرى مــدى اهتمــام وشــغف 

المحســن الكبيــر بالفنــون المعماريــة.

وحرصــاً مــن لجنــة الأوصيــاء الموقــرة وآل العثمــان الكــرام علــى اســتكمال مســيرة المحســن الكبيــر واســتلهاماً مــن شــغفه وحبــه 
لعمارة المساجد، فقد قام ثلث المرحوم/ عبدالله عبداللطيف العثمان بإعادة تأهيل وترميم مسجد المرحومة/ منيرة حماد 
العميــري )والــدة المحســن الكبيــر( الكائــن بمنطقــة القادســية وذلــك علــى نفقــة ثلــث المرحــوم/ عبــدالله عبداللطيــف العثمــان، 
كمــا تــم بنــاء عــدّة مســاجد فــي العالــم العربــي، منهــا مســجد فــي شــانيه )لبنــان( ومســجد فــي تطــوان )المغــرب( الّــذي شــيد علــى 
الطــراز المغربــي، ومســجد فــي تونــس شــيد علــى الطــراز الاندلســي، ومســجد فــي اليمــن علــى الطــراز اليمانــي، فقــد أولــت لجنــة 
الأوصياء اهتماماً شديداً بالجانب المعماري كما في حياة المحسن الكبير طيب الله ثراه، كما روعي أن يكون طراز المساجد 

مســتلهمة مــن البيئــة التــي يقــع فيهــا كل مســجد.

إن لجنــة أوصيــاء إدارة وتنميــة ثلــث المرحــوم/ عبــدالله عبداللطيــف العثمــان بأعضائهــا مــن ورثــة المحســن الكبيــر والأعضــاء 
الممثليــن عــن الهيئــة العامــة لشــئون القصّــر الموقريــن لايألــون جهــداً بالنهــوض بعمــارة المســاجد اســتكمالًا لمســيرة المحســن 
الكبيــر طيــب الله ثــراه، مــع حــرص أعضــاء اللجنــة الشــديد علــى جماليــة الطــراز والشــكل المعمــاري بحيــث يكــون كل مســجد مــن 

مســاجد المرحــوم/ عبــدالله عبداللطيــف العثمــان داخــل وخــارج الكويــت، أيقونــة معماريــة اســلامية فريــدة.
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