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Abstract

The focus of this project was on teaching vocabulary in primary grades due to its
importance as a developing knowledge that needs to be emphasized, and due to the
importance of grade level, that is considered a pupil’s shift to either successes or
failure in later grades. The aim of this project was threefold: to determine the
vocabulary teaching procedures used in the primary grades reading textbooks, to
diagnose the vocabulary teaching procedures used by primary grade teachers, and to
construct an achievement test in order to evaluate children’s vocabulary learning.

In order to achieve such a goal, the two researchers tried to have a comprehensive
view, based on theoretical and practicum basis in teaching vocabulary, which covers
the major factors that affect any teaching process: textbook, student, and teacher.
Therefore, the project was conducted on three stages. In stage one, the study focus
was on analyzing reading textbooks in order to extract the teaching vocabulary
procedures used in those textbooks, and was administered on school year, 1430-
1431H. In stage two, the study focus was on evaluating student vocabulary
acquisition, and was administered on school year, 1431-1432H. Finally, the study
focus in stage three was on diagnosing teachers’ knowledge and application of
teaching vocabulary procedures, and was administered on school year, 1432-1433H.

For the purpose of this project, four tools were used: three novel ones that were
constructed by the researchers, and one was adopted and adapted for the current
study. The investigation of the three studies reached the following results:
theoretically, it arrived to a set of teaching vocabulary procedures that need to be
included in the primary reading textbooks, and adopted by their teachers. Further, it
specified and labeled three levels of vocabulary acquisition: definitional, contextual,
and creative, and constructed an achievement test based on these three levels.

On practicum basis, the three studies reached the following results:

1- There was generally a noticeable weakness in the primary reading textbooks in
terms of their practice of teaching vocabulary procedures; 80% of the
procedures were not present in those texts; only 20% of those procedures were
applied. Further, there was no significant difference among the textbooks in
terms of presenting those procedures.

2- There was generally a noticeable weakness in students vocabulary
achievement on all levels on vocabulary knowledge, and that was noticeable to
a great extent on the creative level. Further, there was no significant
difference in students’ achievement in terms of districts. However, the results
showed teachers’ teaching experience correlated with students achievement
level: the more the experience teachers have (five years and above) the more
their students’ achievement increases. Furthermore, the teachers training
experience correlated with their students achievement level. Also, when the
two factors, teaching and training experiences were taken together, their affect
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on students’ achievements was noticed, particularly, with the classrooms of
less than 25 students.

It was noticed that teachers in primary grades practice teaching vocabulary on
irregular basis, and that was noticed particularly with the procedures that
require students’ engagement in the process. Furthermore, the results showed
that the teachers’ sense of efficacy was moderate on the scale. Further, they
showed a positive correlation between teachers’ sense of efficacy and their
practicing of teaching vocabulary procedures: the more their sense of efficacy
increases the more their practicing of the procedures improves.
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