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Abstract
This study aimed to analyze the evolution of general
education governance in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and to
identify the similarities, differences, and transformations
between the Education Policy issued in 1970 and the General
Education Law enacted in 2026. The study employed a
descriptive approach incorporating both analytical and
comparative dimensions. It examined, classified, and compared
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the provisions of the two documents across several key
dimensions, including organizational structures; the distribution
of functions and powers; decision-making mechanisms;
coordination and delegation; curriculum governance; quality
assurance and evaluation; oversight and accountability; the rights
of stakeholders in the educational process; and the participation
of the private and nonprofit sectors. Given the differences in the
legal nature and thematic scope of the two documents, the
comparison was limited to areas commonly related to general
education. The findings revealed that the 1970 Education Policy
implicitly incorporated several governance principles, including
the state’s responsibility for financing, supervising, and planning
education, as well as regulating private education. These
principles operated within a governance model characterized by
centralization, unified direction, and an emphasis on ideological
foundations and broad educational objectives. By contrast, the
2026 General Education Law introduced a more explicit and
detailed governance framework based on clearly defined
structures, functions, powers, and procedures. It also regulated
the work of the General Education Affairs Council, established a
degree of functional separation between policymaking,
implementation, and evaluation, and strengthened delegation,
institutional  coordination, external evaluation, school
accreditation, and statutory accountability. The study also found
that the new Law expanded the definition of students’ and
teachers’ rights and obligations, established of a regulatory
framework for violations and penalties, guaranteed the right to
appeal, and broadened the participation of the private and
nonprofit sectors in providing educational services and managing
certain educational institutions and assets. At the same time, it
maintained the state’s responsibility for guaranteeing the

provision of free public education.
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