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The impact of cultural context familiarity on
non-Arab readers' comprehension
h
Abstracts)

To understand how the familiarity of the content works, we
should imagine how knowledge is reserved in our memory. It
exists as a kind of knowledge structure mapped into relevant
networks called schemata, These units are activated when
relating one’s previous knowledge to new Knowledge given in

the text and it can be elaborated and reshaped as a result of the

interrelation between them. Accordingly, comprehension occurs

when there is harmony between the reader’s background
knowledge and iriformation from the text

The use of schemata may be investigated through the use of
background knowledge while reading. A product from the
students’ reading comprehension could indirectly reveal their
use of schemata to retrieve background knowledge appropriate
to the topic of the text they are reading.

It has now become obvious that background knowledge plays
an imporfant role in comprehension. We reviewed some recent
studies in ESL/EFL  which demonstrated the effect of
background knowledge in second and foreign language reading
comprehension. We found that most of these studies showed
that ESL/EFL readers read, understand and remember texts
better if they deal with their own familiar culture, than they do

with texts that deal with less familiar or unfamiliar cultures.
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