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A Philosophical Framework for Enhancing the Quality of Life in Cities in the
Context of Diversity and Multiculturalism

Associate Professor in the Department of Urban Planning, King Saud University, Saudi Arabia

Email: waalzamil@ksu.edu.sa

Abstract: Quality of life has become a common concept in the field of urban development and policy-making in
cities, especially in the era of diversity and cultural pluralism. The challenges facing cities today are not limited to the
development of physical systems only; rather, they are related to the extent of their adaptation to cultural, social and
economic diversity. Therefore, cities face challenges in reconciling conflicting interests, market forces and ethical
frameworks and their compatibility with the environment and economy. The concept of quality of life has come to
emphasize the importance of people’s awareness of the moral value of their lives in all their economic, social,
psychological and spiritual dimensions. The tendency towards purely material construction without a comprehensive
awareness of cultural dimensions and social diversity can lead to the generation of aesthetic structures that do not
necessarily reflect quality of life. Accordingly, cities today must reflect both physical and human dimensions,
including the cultural dimension, economic and social diversity, justice and minority rights. The importance of the
research lies in developing a philosophical conceptual framework on the physical and human dimensions to enhance
quality of life in cities in the context of diversity and cultural pluralism.
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