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Abstract

With the help and providence of Allah and following invoking peace and prayers
upon His holy Messenger Mohammad peace and prayer be upon him, this modest
research study has been completed. Compared with the previous Saudi judicial
system, attempts have been made to focus on the important contents of the new
one issued by royal decree No. M/78 on 19/9/1428 AH through investigating the
most significant introductions in it.

This study has been divided into two major parts. In the first part, the introductions
at the structural level in the new Saudi judicial system have been studied. In
addition, the creation of the Supreme Court, which was not present in the previous
system, has been examined. This creation enabled the new system to keep pace with
modern legislations in this regard by establishing a court, under which all lower
courts are subsumed. Its structure and competence have been duly considered.
Besides, the introduction of second-class courts known as appeal courts, which were
not also present in the previous system, has been scrutinized by researching their
structure and competence.

As far as the second part is concerned, the new introductions in courts at the
functional level have been analyzed. To illustrate, this study talked about confining
the jurisdiction of the Supreme Judicial Council to the administrative rather than
judicial side as was previously in effect. Furthermore, the study investigated
endeavors by the new legislator to apportion judicial conflicts as this apportionment
has numerous merits manifested in the introduction of Courts of First Instance.
These, which were not present in the previous system, are criminal, commerce,
labor, personal status courts. Such courts have great importance , the most
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monumental part of which is embodied in solving the problem of the diversity of
administrative commissions working in the kingdom by referring the most important
terms of reference of some of which to competent courts.
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