                      The Origins of Language

1-The Divine Source:

                                 According to the Christian view, God created Adam and “whatsoever Adam called every creature , that was the name thereof”(Genesis 2:19).In Hinduism it is believed that language came from goddess Sarasvati, wife of Brahma, creator of the universe. In most religions, it is believed that there is a divine source that provides humans with language. A few experiments have been carried out to rediscover the original divine language. An Egyptian phroah Psammetichus tried the experiment with two newborn babies around 600 BC. He kept the babies in company of goats and a mute shepherd. The first word that children uttered was bekos meaning bread. As it was a Phrygian word, so he concluded that Phrygian must be the original  language. James the Fourth carried out a similar experiment and found Hebrew to be the divine language.

2-The Natural-sound Source:

According to this view the primitive words could have been imitations of natural sounds which early men and women heard around them. For example when they heard a flying object making ‘cuc..koo.’ sound, they named it Cuckoo. In English there are other examples like bang, hiss, buzz, splash, boom, etc. This view is called the “bow-wow theory” of language origin and is based on Onomatopoeia. 

It has also been suggested that the sounds of a person involved in physical effort could be the source of our language. A group of early humans might have developed a set of groans, grunts, and swear words which they used while carrying bits of trees or lifeless mammoths. The appeal of this theory lies in the development of language in a social context. It is generally known as “yo-heave-ho” theory.

 The Oral-gesture Source:

                                            Another suggestion about the origin of language is based upon a link between physical 

gesture and orally produced sounds. Physical gestures like body movement and facial expressions are means of nonverbal communication and are still used by modern human beings. The Oral-gesture theory claimed that first a set of physical gestures was produced and  later set of oral gestures with mouth like movements of tongue and lips developed in accordance with the physical gestures. We can observe the movement of the tongue (oral gesture) in a ‘good bye’ message as a symbol of waving of the hand (physical gesture)
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