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Analysis of Structural and Professional Factors of Internal Audit Units

in Saudi Government

Mohamm_ed Sultan Alsehali, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Accounting
King Saud University- Riyadh
E-mail: alsehali@ksu.edu.sa
Abstract:
Despite the large number of studies on intemal audit, but there are few studies that dealt with
~the internal audrt in the government sector Therefore, this study dlagnoses the current .

srtuatlon of the mtemal audlt umts in ﬁve govemmental agencles in Saudl Arabla via a field

study

‘In partlcular this research arms to explore the reallty of these umts through the analysrs of -

, structural and professlonal factors affectmg the quality of therr work The study was based on

A}

a The Intemal -Audit Qualrty Assessment Framework (IAQAF) proposed by the Bntlsh
Treasury, in addition to the’ determmants of the quallty of mtemal audit in accordance with
professronal standards takmg mto account the Saudi regulatron for internal audrt units in’ .
govemment agencies. Specrﬁcally, thrs study explores the current srtuatlon of these units in |

the followrng three« ma.m themes human resources ‘and ob_|ect1v1ty, performance ‘and .

R . A
N . S : \
" I I

unplementatron

" The study. found that there is a distinct 'lack of talent _working in these units in ter‘ms of the

~ number and quallﬁcatron The study also showed drfferences betWeen units in term of_

orgamzatlonal structure and mdependence Also the results confmn the general weakness of
the independence of these umts and the lack of detailed ev1dence of the polrcres ‘and
~ procedures in those units. In addmon, it shows the lack of effectlve cooperation between units

and other oversight bodies.- - |

Fmally, the study showed that audit umts oﬂen do not follow the professional methodology in
conducting its regular tasks Furthermore the study found that these units could not

implement all the tasks assrgned toitin Artlc_l_e_X of Saudi 1ntemal unite regulatlons. D

" Yq



