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Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Adopted and opened for signature, ratification and accession by General Assembly 

resolution 44/25 of 20 November 1989  

entry into force 2 September 1990, in accordance with article 491 

Preamble 

The States Parties to the present Convention, 

Recalling that, in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the United Nations has proclaimed 

that childhood is entitled to special care and assistance, 

Article 1: For the purposes of the present Convention, a child means every human being below 

the age of eighteen years unless under the law applicable to the child, majority is attained earlier. 

Article 2: States Parties shall respect and ensure the rights set forth in the present Convention to 

each child within their jurisdiction without discrimination of any kind, irrespective of the child's 

or his or her parent's or legal guardian's race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other 

opinion, national, ethnic or social origin, property, disability, birth or other status. 

Article 3: States Parties shall ensure that the institutions, services and facilities responsible for 

the care or protection of children shall conform with the standards established by competent 

authorities, particularly in the areas of safety, health, in the number and suitability of their staff, 

as well as competent supervision. 

Article 4: The child shall be registered immediately after birth and shall have the right from birth 

to a name, the right to acquire a nationality and, as far as possible, the right to know and be cared 

for by his or her parents. 

Article 5: States Parties undertake to respect the right of the child to preserve his or her identity, 

including nationality, name and family relations as recognized by law without unlawful 

interference.  

                                                           
1 Adapted from the Convention on the Rights of the Child 


