Tenses In English and Arabic

| will approach this lesson differently from
previous grammatical categories we addressed
together.

Dr. Rukayah Alhedayani



Verb forms

Present (F1) imperfective
Past (F2) Perfective
Past participle (F3) imperative

Present participle (F4)
Imperative



Present simple

e |t Is used to express facts and present habits.

 Translate the following:

1. The sun rises from the east.

2. Al1 goes to school everyday.



Present Progressive

e |t Is used for progressive acts taking place at
the time of speaking.

e Be (present) + present participle

They are playing.
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Y i B 4 for actlve voice or to /a/ for passive voice. Illustration,
from the Form II verb /fallam/ to teach:

Active: /mufallim/ teaching, one who teaches
Passive: /mufallam/ taught, one who has been/is being taught

Participles often achieve the status of concrete nouns; for
example, /mufallim/ is also used to mean teacher.
Participles have the meaning either of progressive aspect:

huwa| 82hib |?ila |[maktabika

He is going to your office.
he going jto 1your office

Or perfective aspect (completed action, but with present time
relevance) :

He has written many books.

huwa {katib kutublkaira

he writing |books |many

This perfective aspect differs from the English present per-
fect in that it can be used with past time adverbials, while the
English present perfect cannot. Thus, English can say:

I have done it today.
I did it yesterday.

But not:
*T have done it yesterday.
Arabic does permit this combination, as in:

277



Present Perfect

e Something that happened in the past but it
affects the present.

e Has/have + past participle

1. He has done the homework.
2. | have lived in London for three years.
3. You have studied English since 2011.
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Present Perfect Progressive

e |t Is similar to the present perfect but It stresses
the fact that the action is still going on.

e Has/have + been + present participle

1. He has been doing the homework.
2. | have been living In London for three years.
3. You have been studying English since 2011.
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Past Simple

e |t expresses something that happened in the
past with no reference to another point in time.

* |t uses the past form of the verb

1. They went to school.
2. The children played together yesterday.



Past Progressive

e Something that happened in the past with
reference to a period of time in which the action
took place.

e Be (past) + present participle

1. They were playing all day yesterday.
2. | was studying when the phone rang.



Past Perfect

e |t expresses an action in past with some
reference to another action in past, too.

e Had + past participle

1. He had left when she arrived.
2. He left when she arrived. (which took place first?)
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In English

And you can see if he had taken insufficient sleep through
his actions. If your child's anxiety seemed to be picky and
try the authors of the earliest in the bed a little.

By the end of his senior year, he had become a master.

Although Silas already had worn his cilice today longer
than the requisite two hours, he knew today was no
ordinary day.

He knew what came next—some ridiculous line about
"Harrison Ford in Harris tweed"—and because this evening
he had figured it was finally safe again to wear his Harris
tweed and Burberry turtleneck, he decided to take action.

In Arabic
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Past Perfect Progressive

 An action that extended for a period of time with
reference to another action in the past.

e Had + been + present participle

1. He had been writing for two hours when |
came.
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He had been increasing the amount significantly, but he
thought, because he is head of the pharmacy, he could
continue to conceal his use indefinitely.
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Future Simple

It expresses actions in the future, predictive action.
Will + infinitive

Be + going to + infinitive

Present simple or progressive

1. He will arrive tomorrow.



Future Progressive

e |t expresses an action in the future that extends
to a period of time.

 WIll + be + present participle

1. He will be sleeping at 5.

2. When | return home, my family will be
watching TV.
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4) (kan + V) This verb phrase consists of a verb preceded by
the equivalent of the English verb to be: /kan/ he was, /sayakun/
he will be (conventionally referred to as "the verb kan"). The

function of /kan/ is to show relative time: /kan/ denotes earli-
erness {("before now") while /sayakin/ makes a prediction of sub-

sequent events or states. To illustrate this with a participle:
He is going. He was going. He will be going.
huwal] 8@ahib kan 5ahib sayakun dahib
he going he was|going he will be| going

The verb /yadrus/ mav have habitual meaning, as he studies (ev-
ery day), or progressive meaning, he is studying. With /kan/
these become:

Habitual Progressive

Present /yadrus/ he studies he is studying

he [always] studied

Past /kan yadrus/ he used to study he was studying

he would [always] study

The combination */sayakiin yadrus/ does not occur, being replaced
by /sayadrus/ he will study, he will be studying.
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Future Perfect

e |t expresses completed action in the future.
 Will + have + past participle

1. He will have finished it by 5.
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Future Perfect Progressive

e |t expresses a progressive action that takes
place in the future in reference to another
action.

 Will + have + been + present participle

1. They will have been sleeping for two hours
by 5.

e Uses the same formula in Arabic as the future
perfect.



Non progressive verbs

e These verbs, as listed in the book, relate only to
English. Since Arabic expresses both present
simple and present progressive using the
Imperfective verb, it Is redundant to say that
they apply to Arabic also.



Thank you, and | wish you all the best.
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