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Development of Petroleum Engineering Education in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the World

By
Prof. Dr. Abdel-Alim H. El-Sayed and Dr. Musaed N. Al-Awad
King Saud University, Pete. Eng. Dept.
P.O. Box 800, Riyadh 11421
Saudi Arabia
E-mail : amahdia@ksu.edu.sa

Abstract: ‘This paper presents a historical review of petroleum engineering education
worldwide and in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. It overviews the worldwide educational
changes from 1859 till now and how petroleum engineering education changed to meet the
industrial requirements. It also presents the development of petroleum engineering
curriculum of Petroleum Engineering Department, King Saud University, since it has been
established in 1373 H (1973 G) till now and compares these curricutum with other
international institions in USA and Lurope. It abstracts the current changes in oil market
and the actual needs for future petroleum engineers.

The paper shows that petroleum engineering education in both USA and Europe has been
started as well as oil has been discovered in their lands. In Arabian Guif countries
petroleum enginecring education started later than oil discovery in their lands. In USA and
Europe petroleum engineering education started through mining engineering departments
or geological or geoscience departments. Some universities still offer petroleum
engineering curriculum through other departments like chemical engineering. Petroleum
cngineering education in I'rance and United Kingdm is offered through postgraduate
programs. The curriculum for Peteoleum Engineering Department, King Saud University,
resembles the other institutions worldwide since the first curriculium has been sct in 1393
I (1973 G) till now. Tlowever, the graducated number of petroleum cngincers is too much
lower than the industry requirements in Saudi Arabia.



