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Table 1. Selected definitions of biodiversity, from least inclusive to most inclusive as determined by the set of components and
processes included in each definition and each definition’s characterization of diversity, published from 1976 to 1996.

Characterization
Scope of ecological components and processes of diversity Definition published by:*
. Species Richness” Schwarz et al. 1976, Stankey 1990,

2. Genes, species (and their activities)

. Genes, species, assemblages

. Genes, species (and their activities), assemblages,
biotic processes

. Genes, species, assernblages, ecosystems

. Genes, species, assemblages, ecological processes,

and their interactions

. Genes, species, assemblages, ecological processes,

ecological components, ecosystems, and their
interactions

Richness and evenness®

Variety
Richness

Variety

Richness
Richness and evenness

Variety

Richness
Variety

Richness
Richness and evenness

Variety

Richness
WVariety

Richness
Richness and evenness

Variety

Cloudsley-Thompson 1993, Harms
1994

Art 1993, Cloudsley-Thompson 1993,
Lapin and Barnes 1995

Sandlund et al. 1992

Erwin 1991, Foster 1992, Spellerberg
1992, Raven 1994

Murphy 1988, Koford et al. 1994

States et al, 1978, Nat. Wildl, Fed. 1991

Patton 1992

Reid and Miller 1989, Raven et al, 1992,
Thelander et al. 1994

Schwarz et al. 1976, Salwasser 1991

Morse et al. 1986, Wilcove 1988,
Landres 1992, Counc. on Environ.
Cual. 1993, Henderson et al, 1993

Dasmann 1991, McNeely 1992

Off. of Techn. Assess. 1987, Cooperrider
1991, U.5. Bur. Land Manage. 1991,
Spellerberg 1992

Counc. on Environ, Qual. 19917, Probst
and Crow 1991, Fiedler and Jain 1992,
Harris and Silva-Lopez 1992, United
Mations 1992, Wilson 1992, Scott
et al. 1993, Adams 1994, Allaby 1994,
Eisner and Berring 1994, Huston 1994,
Meffe and Carroll 1994, Hunter 1996

Maiman et al. 1993

Wilcove and Samson 1987, Samson
and Knopf 1994

Barker 1993

McMNeely et al. 1990, McMinn 1991,
Ratliff 1993

Keystone 1991, Spellerberg and Hardes
1992, Daniels et al. 1993, West 1993,
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