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Educational Policies of Online Professional Development Programs for Public School Teachers
Offered by Universities in Saudi Arabia
Abdullah Almegren, Ph.D.
Dept. of Ed. Policy - Collage of Education - King Saud University
aalmegren@ksu.edu.sa

Abstract:

This descriptive research provides a comprehensive conception of the educational policies governing public
schools’ teachers online professional development programs provided by public universities in Saudi Arabia.
Despite the existence of an official set of bylaws related to distance education and its rules of implementation,
they were designed exclusively to govern online higher education programs, that lately has witnessed a greatly
growing on both supply and demand. This paper did a comprehensive review of international experiences and
found that almost all countries have designed their own set of standards covering some main key areas, and most
of these set of regulations assigned to an independent governing body to assure its implementation and maintain
it sustainability. In the light of these findings, seven areas have been identified with twelve standards, of which
needs to be covered in any future efforts to revise the current official bylaws to extend the bylaws coverage to a
wider levels and types of online programs, including teachers’ professional development programs. The research
also provides some recommendations that emphasize the need for an execution plan with clear set of procedures
that will lead to a more complete framework for a successful national online program.

Key words: educational policies, professional training programs, online training.
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