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The National Council of  Teachers of Mathematics, NCTM
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Standards vs curriculum







Types of Standards

Content Standards

(Performance Standards
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Proponents of Standards



Quality Control

Accountability

Prioritization
–

Pacing

(The Glossary of Education Reform)
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Proponents of Standards

Coherence

Teaching

Equity



Expectations
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Opponents of Standards



Charter 
Schools
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Learning Objectives

Learning Standards

Benchmark

Grade-Level-Indicators

Performance Indicators

Performance Standards

(The Glossary of Education Reform)
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Learning Objectives

Learning Standards

Benchmark

Grade-Level-Indicators

Performance Indicators

Performance Standards
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Benchmark

o

oCambridge Dictionary

o

Marriam-Webster Dictionary

o–

Grade-Level-Indicators

Performance Indicators

Performance Standards

IOWA Department. Of Education

(The Glossary of Education Reform)
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Benchmark

o Iowa has statewide mandated core content standards in reading, math, and science. 

While these standards are broad definitions, the supporting benchmarks provide 

detail in identifying the knowledge and skills that students should acquire in the 

classroom.

o In general, benchmarks provide a learning target for a span of grades, such as grades 3-5. 

The Iowa Core Content Benchmarks are aligned with the Iowa Core Content 

Standards (IOWA Department Of Education)



(The Glossary of Education Reform)
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Grade-Level-Indicators

IOWA Department. Of Education

Performance Indicators

Key Performance Indicators; KPI

–

Performance Standards

(The Glossary of Education Reform)
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Performance Standards

(The Glossary of Education Reform)
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StandardsBenchmarks

Grade-Level-Indicators)

IOWA Department. Of Education
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Grade-Level-Indicators

: 

IOWA Department. Of Education
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Standards and Guidelines

According to the American Psychological Association (APA 2002). 
The term guidelines [italics in original] refers to pronouncements, statements, 

or declarations that suggest or recommend specific professional behavior, 

endeavors, or conduct ... Guidelines differ from standards in that standards 

are mandatory and may be accompanied by an enforcement mechanism. Thus 

... guidelines are aspirational in intent. They are intended to facilitate the 

continued systematic development of the profession and to help ensure a high 

level of professional practice .... Guidelines are not intended to be mandatory or 

exhaustive and may not be applicable to every professional and ... [professional] 

situation. They are not definitive and they are not intended to take precedence 

over [professional judgment]. (p. 1050)

American Psychological Association. (2002). Criteria for evaluating treatment guidelines. American 
Psychologist, 57, 1052–1059.
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Standards and Guidelines

American Psychological Association. (2002). Criteria for evaluating treatment guidelines. American 
Psychologist, 57, 1052–1059.
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Scheerens, J. (Nd.). Perspectives on Education Quality, Education Indicators and Benchmarking


