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Abstract:

The mosque is the house of God in the land, which has the simple image of the pure land in which
Qebla direction is determined then devoted to prayer. Have a building on that land or not does not
deny its function. It remains a simple mosque, a sacred place not less prestige of the Grand Mosque,
and has a functional religious specificity that unite its architectural elements.

Many argue that contemporary mosques may fail to achieve its function properly, they do not appear
in the image of the first mosques in our memories. Does the architect not to propose new? Previous
generations have been creative and innovative in their time, they produced their own architecture,
should we exert effort as diligent in light of what is witnessing in architecture and the evolution of
technology? Or should we stop wherever they reached. Architectural trends practiced by designers
can be divided into three different themes: the first is a conservative trend that keeps the traditional
form of the mosque, the second ignores the old form and exhibits a new architectural language, and
the third uses the symbolism of an old element in more modern forms.

The paper analyzed in its theoretical part the architectural elements in the mosque and its relationship
to form and content. A comparison list was drawn from that analysis to be used in the analytical study
of the examples of contemporary mosques built in successive periods in the last decade by a group of
architects of similar cultures. The analytical study focused on three mosques: Abu Abbas Al Morsi
mosque in Alexandria of the Italian architect Mario Rossi, Rome Grand Mosque of the architect Paolo
Portoghesi, and the Grand Mosque of Pristina in Kosovo of the architect Paolo Venturella. The
analytical study searched on the compatibility and suitability of these cases with fixed and variable
basis of the design of the mosque. The paper also research also added a serious vision regarding the
direction pursued by these contemporary architectural ideas, whether positive or negative to serve the
function of the mosque.

Keywords:
Italian Architecture, Mosque, Form and Content.
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