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Visual Web Developer themes appear in a special folder within the project which
is called Themes. You create a special folder to hold each theme you want to
use and place resources within those folders. A theme includes a number of
elements such as graphics and formatting information.

The idea is to create a concept for your Web page that defines how the page
should look. By applying the same theme to every Web page, you can create a
consistent look that gives your Web page a professional appearance whic
users will like.

A theme modifies the appearance of a Web page. Any change you
theme will also appear in the Web page.

Like master pages, you must create a link between th
pages relying on it. Unlike master pages, themes can
that matter, as long as your themes are co
resources, you can switch between themes at



Designing Your Own Themes

Solution Explorer v 0 X

You do need to perform four essential | | hoon 5 J
terPage.master” AutoEventWireup="false" CodeFile="IQ |2 | 2] §a | d?;; | _E o
steps to create a theme as follows: o e ety
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2. Define a CSS file for the theme. SET— STV v

3. Define the SKIN file for the theme. S e el
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4. Add any required resources. bop_Code st Refrence...

App_GlobalResources add web Reference. ..

App_LocalResources add Service Reference. ..
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you'll see a new folder added to Solution Explorer, but this one will appear |
the \App_Themes folder.

Type the name of the theme you want to create, such as MyTh
\App_Themes\MyTheme folder will hold all of the resou
MyTheme theme.

Solution Explorer
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When your theme includes images, you'll want to create an additi
subfolder to hold them. Right-click the theme folder (MyTheme for e
and choose New Folder from the context menu. Type Images
folder name and press Enter. Copy any resources that the the
the Images folder for that theme.

Solution Explorer
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Defining a CSS File for a Theme
Most themes include a CSS file that defines the formatting chara
tags you want to use. You must add this file to the theme fc
theme folder (\App_Themes\MyTheme in the example
Item from the context menu. You'll see an Add New lte
Sheet from the template list. Type a name for the
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*¢ WebSite5 - Mi oft Visual Studio
File Edit View ‘Website Buld Debug Styles Tools ‘Window  Community  Help
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lor:Lime;

indent: 6




File Edit ‘iew ‘website Build Debug Stvles  Tools  Window  Community  Help
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055 Outline - Dithud... » B X App_Themes/T..yleSheet.css*| Default aspx |
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color:Lime;
text-indent:opx;
background-color: Green;
text-align: justify;

Add Style Rule

Define a new skyle rule by adding at least ane element, class, or ID'd element. Additional
elements, classes, and ID'd elerments can be combined to create a hierarchy.
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You don’t have to fill out every prc
dialog box—only fill out those

255 Cutling - C\Docy.. » X
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To add a SKIN file you must add this file to the theme
* Right-click the theme folder \App_Themes\MyThe
» choose Add New Item from the context menu.
* You'll see an Add New Item dialog box.
» Select Skin file from the template list.
» Type a name for the Skin file.
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oft Visual Studio
File Edit ‘Wiew website Buld Debug Tools  window  Community  Help
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Buttan =1 ﬁ My Theme
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ImageButton 'g<head runat="server ">

o (el <titlexUntitled Page</titlex Default, aspx

- </ head: ; :
=4 DropDownList E web.config

-] whodys
[=%] ListBox D—; <form id="forml" runat="serwver'":

CheckBox <divs
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F</body>
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| Studio

d Debug ®¥ML  Tools ‘Window Community  Help

- 4 - b | Debug LTl 2 R
web.config| Default.aspx | Defaulk.aspx.vb | app_ThemesMy...SkinFile.skin |~ Start Page | Solution Explarer
where data loSs can ocour.

et explicit="true" to force declaration of all variasbles.

;;Z i i ="false"™ strict="false"™ explicit="true"™ /> 5 Eﬂ ‘e Dara
% = [ App_Themes
E pacges theme="MyThems" E| Ev My Theme

<nEmeEspacess SkinFile. skin
<clear /x> il | E Stvleshest.css
<add namespace="System” /> Default, aspx

<add namespace="3ystem.Collections" /> ! - ?ﬂDethawwa

<add namespace="System.Collections. Specialized™ /> : web.config

<add namespace="3Iyvstem.Configuration™ />

<add namespace="Iystem. Text" />

<add namespace="Sysatem.Text.RegularExpreasions™ />

<add namespace="Syatem.Ueh™ />

<add namespace="2ystem.Weh.Caching™ />

<add namespace="3Iystem.Web.3essionState” />

<add namwespace="3ystem.Web.3Iecurity"™ />

<add namespace="Iystem.Web.Profile™ />

<add namespace="Iystem.Web.TI" />

<add namespace="System.Weh.TI.Veblontrols" /=

<add namespace="3ystem.Weh.UI.WebControls. VebParta™ />

<add namespace="System, Web. UL, HomlControls"™ /> clso... [Fclas.

</ namespacess

</ pagea>

Propetties

=ML Docurment

2=[31) E

Encoding Unicode (UTF-8
'|{ﬂ|1'a—:'b|=_;\|@ Qutput
Schemas C:Program File:
Stylesheet

Encoding

Character encoding of the
docurnent,




O UIMENT

(2] 2

MaskerPageFi
Skrick

Skvle
Stvleshest

it Visual Studio
ke Build Debug Tools ‘Window  Community  Help
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wel:n.chFig/Default.asp:-:"‘}’-Default.aspx.vb ]/ App_Themes Ty, .. SkinFile, skin }’-Start Page ]

StylesheetTheme
Page styleshest theme.

- | Client Objects & Events IV;| ‘ (Mo Events)

<%[l Page Language="VE"™ L i =hfalse™ CodeFile="Default.aspx.vh'
|Inher:i.ts="_DEfault" StylesheetTheme="MyTheme™ %=

<IDOCTYPE html PUBLIC "—//W3C//DTD EHTHML 1.0 Transitional//EN®™ "http://wuw. w3 .orog/ TR xhtml 1/DThAxhtmll-transi

<html ®mlns="http:/ wyw.w3.org/ 1999/ xhtml"™ >
<head runat="server">
<titlesUntitled Page</titlex
<link rel="stylesheet" type="text/cas" />
</ heads>
<hody:>
<form id="forwl" runat="server":>
<div
<agp:Button ID="Buttonl®™ runac="zerver” SkinID="E1" Text="Button®™ BordercColor="Elue®™ /><hr />
<hr f»
In the name of GOD</dive
</ forms
</ hodye
</ html>
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jal Studio
ild Debug *ML  Tools  indow  Commuonity Help
*F"*|P|Dehug v|lﬂ§‘%m|ﬂvi

weh.cunﬁg]fDeFault.aspx ]/Default.aspx.vl:u ]/' App_Themes/My. . . SkinFile, skin ]/'Start Page ]
where data loss can occur.

et explicic="true™ to force declaration of all wariables.
-3
<ocompilatiop debug="false" strict="false" explicit="trus" />
@ st?leSheetTheme="H?T@
TrEATe e,

<z lear /=

<add namespace="3Iyvstem"™ J>

<add namespace="3Iyvstem.Collections™ >
<add namespace="3ystem.Collections.3pecialized™ />
<add nhmespace="5gstem.Cnnfiguratinn" Fa
<add namespace="3yvstem. Text™ />
<add namespace="Iyvstem. Text.RegqularExpressions™ />
<add namespace="3ystem.Teb™ />
<add namespace="3ystem.Web.Caching™ />
<add namespace="3Iystem.Web.Jession3tate™ />
<add namespace="3ystem.Teb.3Jecurity™ />
<add nasmespace="3ystem.WMekb.FProfile™ />
<add namespace="3vystem.Teh.TI"™ />
<add namespace="3ystem. Teh.TI.WebControls™ />
<add namespace="3vstem.Teh.TI.WebControls. TehParts™ />
<add namespace="3yvstem. Tebh.TI.HtmlControls"™ />
</ namespaces:>
</ pages:x




