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1. Academic Legal Writing: academic legal research
and text books of law

2. Judicial Writing: Books dealing with legal cases,
legal reports, court rulings (verdicts)

3. Legislative Writing: legal documents such as laws
passed by parliament, constitutional documents,
contracts, agreements, treaties, etc.
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o Use of jargon
o Highly technical
o Use of formulaic expressions

o Some written legal texts can only be understood by
those specialized in the field

o Described by some as the least communicative of all
uses of language
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o Use of archaic or rarely used words/expressions, e.g.,
hereinafter, aforesaid

o Use of foreign words/expressions especially Latin
and French (e.g., lessee)

o Use of long/complex sentence (coordination &
subordination)

o Frequent use of passive voice
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o Highly impersonal style of writing due to use of
passive and generalized third person (i.e., everyone,
no one, every person, etc.) EXCEPTION:
constitutions (e.g., We, the people of....)

o Nominalization (e.g., amend - to make an
amendment)
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o Accurate wording to avoid ambiguity

o Contextual meaning is essential (e.g., definitions)
o Specific use of capitalization

o Texts are divided into different sections

o Use of headings and subheadings



For further information, read the article on the website.
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o Replacing archaic, rarely used, and foreign
words/terms/expressions with those closer to
everyday use

Removing unnecessary words and expressions
Reducing sentence length

Reducing use of passive

Reducing the use of nominalization
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Shall
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I .,
o Amoco shall be exempted from all custom duties.
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o The Life Insured shall pay to the Insurance Company
every subsequent premium in due time.
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May/May Not
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o The Landlord may enter the property without the
Tenant’s consent in case of emergency.
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o The Contractor may not assign the contract to a third
party without the prior written consent of the
Employer.
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Here/There + Preposition
.20 4
o Here: this document (i.e., contract, agreement, etc.)

o Hereto, hereby, hereunder, hereof, herewith,
herein, hereafter, hereinabove

o Mr. Ahmad hereinafter referred to as ...
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o Both parties hereby agree to the following:
ol Lo e a3 Can e Ll i




I
o There: person/item/situation just mentioned

o Thereto, thereof, thereby, therewith, therefor,
therein

o The bank or any affiliate thereof
de s hep Byl il

o The agent shall have the right to open bank
accounts and withdraw and deposit therein.
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o The contractor shall be deemed to have inspected
the Work Site and the surroundings thereof and to
have read all available information in connection
therewith.
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Synonyms/Couplings
I S,

o Couplings: Use of two words instead of one to refer
to the same meaning.
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Made and signed
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o Synonyms: use of synonyms to cover all possible
situations — no ambiguity

o The First Party hereby grants, sells, and transfers
unto the Second Party...
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Anaphoric Devices
2264

o Anaphoric devices are pronouns and demonstratives

0 Some strategies are followed to avoid using
anaphoric devices because using them may cause
ambiguity.
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o Strategies to avoid using anaphoric devices:

1. Repetition of the same word to avoid using a
pronoun

o The Tenant shall pay to the Landlord at his office ...
oS (B oaall ) aliuall ady o
o The Tenant shall pay to the Landlord at the office of
the Landlord ...
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2. Using which + repeated word

o Any dispute between Aramco and Atco shall be
settled by arbitration, which arbitration shall take
place at the Department of Contracts in Aramco
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3. Using such, said, and the same

o Such and said = instead of using demonstrative
pronouns

o The same —> to refer to a word/text previously
mentioned
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o If the Contractor incurs any further costs, then the
Employer shall take such costs into consideration
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o The said Party hereby agrees to purchase said
premises with said amount of .... and to pay the same
as follows:
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o The Tenant shall pay all the taxes regularly levied
and assessed against the premises and keep the same
In repair
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2. Use of neuter “It” instead of feminine/masculine
pronouns

o Borrower shall comply with all of its covenants to
Bank set forth in and arising from the Loan
Agreement
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o If no ambiguity will occur, anaphoric devices may be
used with care

o For the purposes of subsection (1) (c) above, a person
has a personal interest in a business If he either is one
of the principal proprietors of the business or is
directly concerned with its management
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The Proviso Clause
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o Landlord shall have the right, subject to Tenant’s
consent, to enter the dwelling to inspect the premises
provided that the Landlord may enter the dwelling
without Tenant’s consent in case of emergency
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As aforesaid
As the case may be
Duly authorized

Including, but not limited to/including

without limitation
Provided that
Subject to
Unless otherwise agreed to
Unless otherwise provided for in
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Translate the following into Arabic:

o Arbitration shall be held at Paris.

o The Renter shall be liable for any damage caused to
the Owner by reason of any breach by the Renter of
any stipulation herein contained
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o The Employer shall indemnify the Contractor against

all claims, damages, costs, charges, and expenses
resulting from any act or neglect of the Employer

0 So long as the Loan Agreement is in effect, the
representations and warranties contained herein shall
be true and correct and shall be deemed restated at
the time each payment of principal and/or interest is
required under the Loan Agreement
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o The Minister of Petroleum may enter into concession

agreements with foreign companies for petroleum
exploration

o The UN may hold fund, gold or currency of any kind

o All persons born or naturalized in the US and subject
to jurisdiction thereof are citizens of the USA
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o The Labor Contract shall be made and written In

clear language leaving no doubts or controversy
regarding rights and duties therein

o Agent shall have power to sign any certificate of
ownership, registration card, or any application
thereof
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o No alterations in the terms and conditions of the
contract or of the work to be performed thereunder

shall release the Guarantor from any liabilities
hereunder

o Both parties hereby agree to

o If the Contractor suffers delay and/or incurs costs,
then the Engineer shall take such delay into account
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o Hatim, B. (1997). English-Arabic/Arabic-English translation: A practical
guide. London: Saqgi Books.

o http://www.macmillandictionary.com/thesaurus-category/british/Legal-
documents-and-parts-of-legal-documents

o Williams, C. (n.d.). Legal English and plain language: An introduction.

o http://corporate.findlaw.com/contracts/operations/codistribution-
agreement-geocities-and-yahoo-inc.html
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o http://www.translatorscafe.com/cafe/
o http://thelawdictionary.org/



http://www.translatorscafe.com/cafe/
http://thelawdictionary.org/

